


[bookmark: _Hlk5849221]ELINOR WONDERS WHY
“The Unsinkable Lynx”	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Thanks for the changes and incorporating our concerns from earlier draft – looks like this will work better for production
Outline Dec 9 2019
By Rosemary Mosco

Elinor’s Question: How do some animals walk on the snow without sinking?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Logline: When the kids discover that Gael the lynx’s feet prevent him from sinking in the deep snow, they make their own snowshoes.

Curriculum Goals:
LS2. Living things have different body parts to suit their needs. [The kids learn that Gael, who comes from Up North, has wide, flat, fluffy feet that help him walk on snow.]
ND3. (RTL Crosscutting concept ‘Structure and Function’): Understand that structures and materials in the natural world can be used or can inspire the engineering of structures with similar function in the designed world. [Inspired by a lynx’s feet, the kids design their own set of snowshoes.]
SEP3b:  Compare and contrast objects and events by describing similarities and differences in detail [The kids compare themselves with Gael to determine which variable is causing Gael to sink into snow.]
SEP6a:  Use background knowledge experiences, and data to construct reasonable explanations and theories of natural phenomena [The kids hypothesize that wider feet make it easier to move in snow.]

1. EXT. OLIVE’S HOUSE - FIELD

It’s a wintery, snowy day. Elinor, Ari, Olive, Koa, Silas, and Medhi have gathered in the field beside Olive’s house. They’re standing in a place with relatively little snow (maybe at the top of a hill?), but the snow is deep in other parts of the field. Elinor says, “I’m so excited for today’s game of Winter Tag. It’s going to be epic!” Ari suddenly looks shocked. “Oh no! I thought you said we were playing Winter TENNIS. Well, I guess I don’t need these.” He puts two tennis rackets down on the ground, plus a tennis ball. He continues: “Good thing I like Winter Tag too. I’m going to run so fast!”	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Perhaps they call it ‘snow tag’ – seems more kid-like


Silas says, “I’m going to run…” he zooms away, then zooms back, “…even faster!” Everyone laughs. Olive says, “I can’t run very fast in my snowsuit, but Winter Tag isn’t just about being fast. I’m going to try and use my noggin to out-think whoever’s It.” Elinor announces, “So who’s ready to play some Winter Tag?	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Will our audience get this reference?


“Hang on,” says Olive. “I see Gael coming. We should wait for him.” “Who’s Gael?” “He’s a new kid. He just moved here.” Gael bounds up to the kids. He’s cheerful and affable. “Sorry I’m late, eh! Hi, everybody. I’m Gael. I just moved here from Up North.” They all welcome him. Elinor asks, “What’s it like Up North?” Gael replies, “Hmm. It’s snowy and cold. It gets pretty dark in the winter. Everyone’s really nice and we eat a LOT of maple syrup.”	Comment by Kevin Micallef: I’d rather try not to be so stereotypical with how Canadians are perceived – snowy, cold and eat maple syrup – 

Olive explains that Gael arrived just in time for a game of Winter Tag. Gael asks, “What’s Winter Tag?” “Um, well, it’s exactly the same as regular tag, but we play it when it’s snowy outside.” Gael says, “Where I’m from, we just call that Tag.” The kids giggle. Elinor asks who wants to be ‘it’, and Silas shyly volunteers. Leaning over to Gael, Olive playfully warns him to watch out for Silas, who’s the fastest kid in town.

The kids begin to play tag. Silas counts to ten REALLY FAST while everyone scatters. Giggling, Olive says to Gael, “See, he even COUNTS fast.” Then Silas zooms over to Medhi and tags him. Elinor, Ari, and Olive all comment on Silas’ speed. Elinor: “Wow. He really zoomed along.” Ari: “That was his fastest tag yet.” Olive: “If I can’t run that fast, wonder if there’s a way I can out-think whoever’s It. Maybe I’ll try running in a zigzag?”	Comment by Kevin Micallef: This is cute 

Silas says “Remember, no tagbacks!” and zooms away. “Right,” says Medhi. Olive turns again to Gael: “Watch Medhi’s ears. They’ll tell you where he’s thinking of going.” Medhi’s big ears swivel - and fix on Olive! Oh no! Medhi runs after Olive. Olive tries zigzagging, but Medhi still manages to tag her after a few zags. Darn.

Olive has another idea. She runs to the part of the field with deeper snow and quickly ducks down into the snow while the kids scatter. “Where’d Olive go?” asks Silas, wandering around. Olive bursts up and tags Silas as he walks past her. Olive: “Wow, can’t believe I got you, Silas! I was lucky.” “Nice job, Olive!” says Silas. Elinor asks Ari, “Uh oh, who is Silas going to run after now? Whoever it is, they’ll get a workout.” Silas thinks for just a second, then looks at Gael. “Uh oh,” says Gael. Silas zooms after Gael. But he quickly slows down, sinking into the deep snow. Gael is unbelievably fast (he runs near the top of the snow, but the kids don’t quite notice this yet). Silas eventually has to stop, out of breath. Everyone is amazed. Gael walks over to Silas and politely asks, “You okay, eh?” Silas takes a deep breath and then reaches out to tag Gael. “You’re it,” he pants. They both laugh.	Comment by Kevin Micallef: When writing the dialogue, lets be sure to not overdue the ‘canadian’ – again, would prefer to not be stereotypical – keep it natural 
  

The other kids push through the thick snow (making trenches)and gather around Silas and Gael, amazed and catching their breaths. “I’ve never seen anyone play Winter Tag that fast,” says Elinor. “Yeah, you don’t even seem tired. How come you’re so fast?” pants Ari. “Did you eat some kind of special cereal this morning?” asks Olive. “Nah,” says Gael affably. He ate the same thing he eats every morning: oatmeal with extra maple syrup.	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Here is an example that works better - we can keep this as its subtle as a ‘canadian’ thing

“Okay, I rested long enough,” says Silas. “Let’s get back to the game!” But Olive, Elinor, and Ari say that they want to take a break and catch their breaths. Standing in the deep snow, the three friends watch the other kids play. Silas pushes through the snow to tag Medhi, making a trench as he goes, and Medhi swivels his ears at Koa, who finds he can barely move in the snow. Only Gael is running fast. “Why is Gael so fast?” asks Elinor. “That’s SO INTERESTING!” “Hmm,” says Olive. “Maybe Gael’s fast because he’s a cat, and cats are fast?” But Ari points out that Silas is also a cat and Gael can easily catch him. Ari speculates that Gael’s big ears somehow help him run faster. But Elinor points out that Medhi also has big ears. There’s something else going on here. Elinor suggests, “Maybe it’s his thick fur?” But Olive points out that Koa has thick fur, too. “Hmm. We need to think some more.” Ari says, “While you two think, I’m going to go get my tennis stuff and bring it over here, so I don’t forget it.”	Comment by Kevin Micallef: We will show a few clear views of the tranches being made so its understood by our audience – then we will create shots of the kids knee deep – with OL’s of layered in the foreground over the the characters to ‘cheat’ that they are trudging through it 

“I need a break,” says Koa, deep in a snowy trench, panting. Medhi and Silas agree, and Gael says “Sure.” They all gather around Olive, Elinor, and Ari. Koa turns to Gael with great enthusiasm. “You are so good at Winter Tag. It’s awesome! High five, dude.” He high-fives Gael — and that’s when everyone notices Gael’s AMAZING paws in a science close-up. They’re furry, huge, and wide:
[image: /var/folders/8y/45z0_bcs38x1_kkxzwgzzwyw0000gn/T/com.microsoft.Word/Content.MSO/17D704AB.tmp][image: /var/folders/8y/45z0_bcs38x1_kkxzwgzzwyw0000gn/T/com.microsoft.Word/Content.MSO/6520EEF1.tmp]
“Radical,” says Koa. “You’re even good at high fives.” Gael holds up his paw and looks at it quizzically. Olive says, “Those big paws are amazing.” Returning with his tennis stuff in his arms, Ari sees the paws and says: “Yeah, none of us has wide feet like that.” For Elinor, a lightbulb goes off. “Maybe that’s why Gael is fast? Because he has super paws? Hey Koa and Gael, can you walk next to each other so we can observe you?” “Sure!” say Koa and Gael at the same time, high-fiving again. They’re clearly getting along since they’re both so laid back.	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Koa designs – FYI his feet are designed to be rather big – perhaps we use someone else to do this comparison – medhi has boots on – so maybe Silas  

They walk next to each other in the deep snow. Koa lifts up a foot really high and when he puts it down, it sinks. He’s soon pushing through a trench. Elinor observes that Gael’s paws don’t sink as much. Having wide feet keeps you from sinking in the snow!

Gael is amazed. He stares at his paws. “That’s cool, eh. I guess I don’t think about my paws that much, except when I get maple syrup stuck in the fur between my toes.” He licks his paw.	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Again – lets make him a bit more rounded character and not so on the nose 

Ari says, “I wish I had lynx paws. It’s so hard to walk in this deep snow.” He takes a step, then, “Whoops!”, he falls forward, and his tennis stuff goes flying. But Elinor notices something: his tennis rackets don’t sink much in the snow. “Hang on. Those tennis rackets stay on top of the snow, like Gael’s paws.” Olive suggests, “What if we tried standing on them?” Ari puts a foot on each racket, and he doesn’t sink too much. Hmm.	Comment by Kevin Micallef: I think there needs to be more of a comparison to his feet – because the tennis ball wont sink either = maybe they notice that they too are wide like Gael’s feet 

“Maybe we could try attaching them to our feet,” suggests Elinor. “Then we could walk around. Does anyone have something we could use to tie these rackets to our feet?” The kids rummage around in their jacket and snowsuit pockets. Medhi has a roll of duct tape. Koa has a broken backpack strap. Ari has some fabric scraps from a craft project. Elinor has a coil of rope. Olive has a bag of banana chips. “Okay, they’re not useful for shoes, but they ARE delicious.” Everyone giggles as she munches on a banana chip.

“Let’s see what we can make!” says Elinor. The kids begin to work on their jury-rigged snowshoes, tying things together, testing it on their feet, falling over, etc. They sing:

Listen up, friends,
And we’ll tell you the tale
Of the unsinkable lynx,
Our new friend Gael!

His feet are wide.
He’s got fluffy toes.
These amazing feet
Won’t sink in the snow.

If we work hard,
We can build snow shoes.
With wide, flat feet,
We’ll be unsinkable, too!

Listen up, friends,
And we’ll tell you the tale
Of the unsinkable lynx,
Our new friend Gael!

By the end of the song, the kids look at their pair of snowshoes. “Can I try them first?” asks Olive. The other kids say sure. Olive steps into them and tries walking. “Here I go…” Amazingly, she doesn’t sink as much! “These are great! We used our brains to figure out how to get better at Winter Tag.” She does, however, faceplant in the snow. “Oof. I guess they’ll take some getting used to.” She says as Ari and Elinor help her up. “I want to try,” says Medhi. “Me too,” says Silas.

Olive and Gael watch the rest of the kids try the shoes. They’re laughing, falling over, and having a great time. “What do you think about our lynx shoes, Gael?” asks Olive. 

“I love them, eh!” he says. “I feel like I’m back Up North. Thank you for making me feel so welcome.” Olive says, “Yay! We’re so glad you’re here. Want a banana chip?” She hands the banana chip to Gael. He takes it, munching thoughtfully. “You know,” he says, “these would be REALLY good with a little maple syrup.” Olive says, “Gael the unsinkable lynx… I like the way you think.”
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