ELINOR WONDERS WHY
EWW 157 Rocky The Rock
OUTLINE: November 4, 2019
By Katherine Sandford

Elinor’s Question: Are rocks alive? 
Logline: When Ari makes friends with Rocky the Rock, he starts to wonder if the rock is alive. 
· LS5. Begin to understand that animals (including humans) have different body parts that are used in different ways to meet their needs, and that plants have different parts that help them survive and grow. Differentiate between and begin to articulate the difference between animate and inanimate objects (e.g., animate objects can initiate their own movement and have different insides than inanimate objects) (Elinor and her friend differentiate between animate objects (living things - butterfly, flower, Ari and inanimate objects (non-living things - Rocky the rock).
SEP1. Asking questions (science) and defining problems (engineering)
b. Ask more complex questions about observable phenomena 
c. Ask and/or identify cause and effect questions that can be answered by an investigation (Elinor and her friends wonder whether Rocky the rock is alive, and decide to investigate)

SEP3. Planning and carrying out investigations
b. Compare and contrast objects and events by describing similarities and differences in detail 
c. Demonstrate an ability to make and test predictions based on background knowledge and experiences  
(Elinor and her friends compare Rocky the rock with something they know is alive (Ari) and predict what the rock will or won’t do).
SEP4. Analyzing and interpreting data
a. Collect, describe, and record observations in greater detail and in various ways 
d. Talk about and reflect on what happened during an investigation or when solving a problem, and why it might have happened (Elinor and her friends collects, record and describe observations about living things and the rock, trying to decide if the rock is alive too). 
SEP6. Constructing explanations (science) and Designing Solutions (engineering)
a. Use background knowledge experiences, and data to construct reasonable explanations and theories of natural phenomena (science)
b. Look for and describe patterns and relationships in natural phenomena  (science)
c. Use and apply productive science discourse to support an explanation  
(Elinor and her friends discuss their evidence and eventually decide that rocks don’t eat, move or grow because they are not alive.)
SEP7. Engaging in argument from evidence
a. Engage in discussions before, during, and after investigations 
b. Support thinking and argue ideas with evidence 
(Elinor and her friends discuss their observations with their classmates)
SEP8. Obtaining, evaluating and communicating information
a. Obtain information through discussing prior knowledge and observations with experts including teachers or knowledgeable adults 
c. Describe observable phenomena using adjectives and labels 
f. Share findings and explanations (correct or incorrect) through a variety of methods (Elinor and her friends obtain information about living vs non-living things through prior knowledge, observations and discussions with Mz. Mole then they share their explanations with their classmates).


1. EXT. SCHOOLYARD – DAY
It’s morning recess and Ari is entertaining his friends with some of his favourite knock-knock jokes. “Knock! Knock!” “Who’s there?” “Owls say.” “Owls say who?” “Yes, they do say WHOOOO.”  Ahahahahaha! The kids think this is hilarious, especially Elinor.  “It’s funny because it’s true - Owls DO say who,” she cries, wiping tears of laughter from her eyes. 
Ari’s got another one. “Knock! Knock!” “Who's there?” “Says.” “Says who?” “Says me, that's who!” More raucous laughter. “Wow, Ari, your jokes are so funny,” cries Olive, laughing so hard she trumpets her trunk.  “You even made a rock smile,” Really?  YES!  Look!  Ari looks and sees a little rock with a striation that looks like a smile. 
Wow! Ari picks up the rock, looks it over and takes a real shine to it.  Now THIS is a really nice rock, it so smooth and just the right size. He tries one more knock-knock joke, doing the voice pf the rock himself. “Knock! Knock!” “Who's there?”  “Nose.” “Nose who?” “I nose plenty more knock-knock jokes!” He makes the rock laugh, “Ahahahahahahah-heheh…” then decides “This rock is my new best friend, and I’m gonna name it…Rocky.  Come on Rocky, you’re with me!” 	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Would Elinor and Olive not take offense to this? Maybe instead “this rock is one of my new best friends!’ 
	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Sounds too old

Ari has fun playing with his rock for the rest of recess.  He slides Rocky down the slide, swings Rocky on the swing, puts Rocky on the other side of the teetertotter and catches the wayward rock when it accidentally gets launched  – just as Mz. Mole rings her school bell.  Wow, Rocky, you are so much fun! Come on, I can’t wait for you to meet our teacher. 	Comment by Kevin Micallef: We don’t have a teetertotter in the bg playground designs
Maybe he can play peek-a-boo covering his eyes with his hands and ‘boo’ the rock ‘laughs’ back.   
Or he’s holding the rock up high over his head (like a parent would a child) and twirls around


2. INT. CLASSROOM - DAY

Ari introduces Rocky to Mz. Mole.  “Pleased to meet you, Rocky,” says Mz. Mole smiling along with the joke.  “I hope you have a good time in our class.”  “Oh, don’t worry, Mz. Mole,” says Ari confidently.  “If there’s one thing Rocky knows how to do, it’s have a good time.” And so, they do!

3. ARI/ROCKY FUN MINI-MONTAGE

Ari has all kinds of fun playing with Rocky in class. 

· He builds a block-tower castle and puts the rock on top – King Rocky!	Comment by Kevin Micallef: These are lot of new props – suggest making one of them Ari reading Rocky a story (reuse book design) 

· He zooms Rocky around in a toy racecar,  ZOOM!
· He stomps Rocky through the toy dinosaurs, RAAAGH!
· He sings Rocky a song at circle time, La-la-laaa- ROCKEEEE!! 	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Best to have music over montage – therefore suggest we not have him break it up with singing 

END MONTAGE

4. INT. REST AREA -- DAY	Comment by Kevin Micallef: We don’t have a dedicated ‘rest area’ we can play this seq with ari on the circle carpet in the middle of the classroom


“Here come super-Rocky, flying through the aiiiir, whoosh! Don’t worry super-Rocky, Super Ari will save youooooo!” Ari is playing with Rocky as he lies on his on his mat when Olive comments that he’s sure taking good care of his rock friend.  Ari opens his eyes wide, suddenly realizing his responsibility. “Taking care? But - what does it mean to take CARE of a rock?” He sits up as he considers, “Do I have to feed it? Give it water? Brush its teeth?” 

Hmmm, good questions. Olive and Elinor aren’t sure, they’ve never really thought about it. And before they can figure it out Mz. Mole calls.  “OK Kids, snack time!” 

5. INT. SNACK AREA –- DAY	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Again – we don’t have a dedicated ‘snack area’we can however have them seated at the tables in the classroom 


“Come on Rocky, take a bite,”  Ari tries sharing his sandwich, but Rocky won’t eat.  Why not? “Maybe he had something before he came”, says Ari, “like mud soup?” (which appears in a thought bubble) “Or make he’s saving his appetite for a mud pie his mom made.” (Mom appears in the thought bubble, two inanimate rocks beside a pie).	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Correction ‘maybe’ 

“Or maybe it’s because Rocky is a rock,” suggests Elinor sensibly.  “And rocks don’t eat.”  They don’t? Olive and Ari agree they’ve never seen a rock eat or do much of anything really. But why not? The girls aren’t 100% sure, it’s a good question. Maybe because rocks aren’t alive.  But aren’t they?  Are we sure?  How can we find out if rocks are alive? Elinor knows how – “We need MORE observations.”  

So Olive and Elinor decide to start by comparing Rocky with something that they know IS alive – ARI.  Okay first thing, Ari is REALLY good at eating, Rocky not so much.  Olive makes a note in her notebook. Then Mz. Mole calls them for outdoor playtime.

6. EXT. SCHOOLYARD - DAY

Olive is keeping track in her notebook as they continue their observations. Elinor notices that Ari moves all over the place on his own while Rocky doesn’t go anywhere unless Ari takes him…or throws him (which he does, to demo.

Okay, that’s two things that alive things do – eating and moving.  So what about talking?  Ari talks and ANGLE ON: Rocky doesn’t, so that’s one more thing that’s different.  

“Yeah, but flowers don’t talk, and neither do butterflies,” says Elinor as she observes both nearby.  And she is pretty sure they are BOTH alive. Riiiight.  This might not be as simple as they thought. Olive crosses out talking in her notebook. 

That’s when Ms. Mole overhears, and she says that “How can you tell if something is alive?” is a very important question for scientists.  Really?  Yes. So Ms. Mole invites them inside to share their observations with the class.

7. INT. CLASSROOM -- DAY 

Is Rocky the Rock alive?  That’s the question they’ve been trying to answer. Olive, Ari and Elinor make a list (using pictograms on the chalkboard) and explain their methodology.  They are comparing the rock to things they know are alive – like butterflies, flowers and Ari! (Olive draws pictures of each) to see if rocks can do what alive things can do.	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Curious as to how this plays out in first draft – we don’t want it to feel too slow and complex – seems like we may be sharing a lot of facts within a short time 

For example - alive things eat. Like Ari eats sandwiches (picture of a sandwich) and butterflies drink nectar from flowers (picture of a flower), which is the same as eating.  “And what about flowers? Do they eat?” asks Camilla. Good question. “They drink water,” says Olive (picture of rain on the flower), and Mz. Mole reminds them that flowers also get nutrients from the sun.  Right! (picture of sun on the flower).  

What about moving? Ari moves (running man figure) and the butterfly moves (butterfly with motion lines), but plants don’t move, do they? They’re all puzzled on this, then Elinor realizes plants DO move!  When they grow!(picture of a small plant and a bigger plant.  Right!  And Ms. Mole adds that some flowers turn to face the sun during the day. 

Oh, is GROWING another thing that alive things do? Ari’s growing for sure and flowers grow, but do butterflies?  Hmmm. Mz. Mole explains that butterflies don’t grow when they are butterflies, they come out of the cocoon fully grown, but caterpillars grow a LOT before they turn into butterflies.

Elinor comments that deciding what alive things do is trickier than she thought. Mz. Mole agrees but tells the kids they are on the right track, and to keep going.

Okay, so alive things eat, move and grow. Mz. Mole confirms they do. Good work, scientists.  Alive things DO eat, move and grow.  So what about rocks. Olive draws a picture of a rock, at the top of a second column. 

After discussing and comically observing Rocky (Eat - nope, move – another nope, grow, well it might be hard to tell, but Mz. Mole confirms – nope) Elinor and her classmates agree that rocks don’t eat or move or grow. Olive goes down the list, marking X’s beside the pictograms for eating, moving and growing. “So what do you think?” asks Mz. Mole.  Are rocks alive, or not?  Hmmmm. The kids all consider, then Elinor speaks up, “From what we’ve observed, I DON’T think rocks are alive,” she says thoughtfully (not sadly). “Me neither,” says Olive. “Oh, well, ” says Ari, shrugging.  “Alive or not, Rocky’s still awesome.” 

“Yes, Rocky IS awesome,” says Mz. Mole, “And we still need to take care of Rocky, because rocks are part of nature, and all nature needs our care.” And so, they sing…

SONG: 

ARI - My friend Rocky,
Happens be a rock,
ELINOR: Rocky doesn’t eat, 
Rocky doesn’t walk,
OLIVE: But Ari’s pal Rocky 
Is still a lot of fun,
ARI: So I’ll take care of Rocky, 
Until the day is done.

ALL - All of nature needs our care,
The fish in the ocean, 
the birds in the air,
The plants and the mountains, 
The rivers and the sea,
All of nature is our home,
A special place for you and me

ARI - My friend Rocky,
Might be a rock,
ELINOR: But rocks are part of nature,
Even if they don’t talk,
OLIVE: If we pay close attention,
To all our nature friends,
ALL: Then we’ll have a wonderful world,
For us all to live in!

At the end of the song, with Mz. Mole’s encouragement, the whole class decides to go outside and see if they can make friends with their own natural things - rocks, or plants or puddles or anything in nature.

8. EXT. SCHOOLYARD - DAY

Ari, Olive and Elinor are talking as all around them their friends are paying close attention to all kinds of interesting things in Nature. “I’m going to be Nature Friends with this butterfly,” says Elinor.  “And I’m going to take care of this sunflower,” says Olive. 

“Well, I’m sticking with Rocky,” says Ari. “For one thing, Rocky never gets tired of my jokes. Knock-knock, Rocky.” Ari does Rocky’s voice. “Who’s there?” “Ari.” “Ari who?”  “Ari-n’t you glad I didn’t say knock-knock again?”  Ahh, that never gets old…for Rocky. 	Comment by Kevin Micallef: After they laugh can one of them say something about continuing to explore what else they can find in nature that needs care – so we don’t end on them all laughing as we end most episodes this way 	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Could (at one of the times rocky is to be laughing) have ari accidentally hold rocky upside down so instead it looks like its frowning, only to realize he needs to turn it upright 

THE END

Sara Sweetman Notes:
I love the opening jokes..just right for the audience.  Also, great work making something seemingly simple, that is really complex, digestible to young kids.  I think maybe the concluding evidence to help the kids decide it is not living is that Rocky doesn't do ANY of the things that living things tend to do.  
Really great.  No other specific notes from me.
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