ELINOR WONDERS WHY
“The Litter Bug” by Michael Foulke
PREMISE V2 – September 30, 2019

Elinor’s Question: Who is the Animal Town Litter Bug?
Logline: Elinor and her friends help Mrs. Hippo, the Animal Town custodian try to find a litter bug, who is leaving trash all over Animal Town. 

Curriculum Goals:
· ES3.  Understand that things people do to live comfortably can affect the world around them, but they can make choices that reduce their impacts on the land, water, air, and other living things: b. Demonstrate an awareness of and the ability to discuss in simple terms the need for conservation, recycling, and respect for the environment c. Participate in simple activities to care for the environment 
· SEP: To be determined at outline

Elinor, Ari and Olive are in the park when they see the town Custodian, Mrs. Hippo, doing her best to keep Animal Town clean and beautiful. The kids decide to help by picking up any trash they find on the ground and putting it in bags. Once they’re done, they all put their bags on Mrs. Hippo’s golf cart and she rewards the kids by taking them on a ride around the park! FUN! However, when their ride is done, they are quite disturbed to see that the park is once again full of trash, which can mean only one thing: Animal Town has a… Dun, dun, duuuun… litter bug! 

Mrs. Hippo takes a lot of pride in her job and also in the appearance of Animal Town, so she is very upset about this! After once again cleaning up the park, the kids and Mrs. Hippo get into the golf cart and vow to find the litter bug, so they go around town, investigating what everyone is up to. As they investigate, they find various shopkeepers doing environmentally-friendly things. Mrs. Gorilla is throwing organic waste into the  compost and Mr. Raccoon is using water collected in rain barrels to wash his sidewalks, but there is still no sign of the litter bug. As the search continues, Elinor just wishes they could find whoever it is so they could explain to them how harmful dropping trash on the ground is for the environment and the animals who live there (they have to take some trash off Froggy’s lily-pad). Elinor is sure if they only knew that, they wouldn’t do it anymore! Suddenly, as the group make their way back into town, they see the litter bug has struck again, only this time they dropped trash all over the sidewalks! The kids don’t understand. How could this have happened? They were just riding their cart down these sidewalks a little bit ago and they were nice and clean! Ari realizes that this means that the litter bug must be nearby! 

As they’re picking up the litter bug’s trash, the kids suddenly realize this trash looks very familiar. That’s when they discover that the Animal Town litter bug is actually… Mrs. Hippo! Not on purpose, though, as it turns out that one of the bags they were using to collect trash had a hole in it, so everywhere they went, she was dropping trash behind her off the back of her cart, one piece at a time! Mrs. Hippo is embarrassed about the mix up and vows to be more careful about how she bags up her trash in the future, because, after all, everyone has to do their part because EVERYONE is responsible for keeping Animal Town beautiful and clean! 

Sara Sweetman Notes:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Little Bug is perfectly kid friendly.  Research tells us that we should be careful about putting adult problems such as pollution or global warming onto young children except for when we can empower them to be part of the solution.  So I think simply picking up litter (or not dropping it to begin with) is something young children can do to help.  When they investigate the town they might find different citizens "reusing, reducing, or recycling" ...if it works out kids could learn that these are three ways we can help.
