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Pigments of Your Imagination
PREMISE – September 30, 2019

Elinor’s Question: Can you make color pictures from colors using plants instead of paint?	Comment by Anne E. Lund: A little worried about whether or not this is a kid-like question. Seems like it’s a question that would come after something simpler and science related like “Why are plants different colors?” or “Where do plant colors come from.” Just not sure the question currently is really getting at the life science/natural design takeaway.
Logline: When Elinor’s art class runs out of paint, the kids learn to make art using the colors found in nature.
Curriculum Goals:
· LS8. Begin to understand that there are many different kinds of living things and how they may be the same or different. (Different plants have different pigments.)
· ND2. Begin to understand that systems developed in our world often work in similar ways to systems found in the natural world. (Elinor and her friends learn that paints are different colors depending on the pigments in them, just as plants are different colors because of their pigments.)	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Will want to keep this idea simple – right now not seeing this connection made yet in the premise. And not sure we’d want to surface the vocab word “pigments”. A good question for Sara.
· SEP – TBD at Outline

We open on the bright, yellow sun in a blue sky over a green field—then pan/zoom to see we’re actually looking at Elinor’s painting in progress. She and her class are painting on easels outdoors, led enthusiastically (and dramatically) by the town Art Teacher Mr. Lion. Elinor is having a great time adding flourishes to her painting, and it fits her personality—exuberant but messy around the edges. Elinor tells Ari that she loves Nature, and wants the painting to be as beautiful as what she sees. Elinor asks to see Olive’s painting and when Elinor see what Olive has painted so far, Elinor gasps. Olive’s painting is great! Her trees really look like trees! Even though Mr. Lion reassures them that art can’t be “good” or “bad”—it’s just your own way of showing how much you love what you’re depicting—Elinor is determined to make her landscape as beautiful as Olive’s.

But when she goes to dip her brush in the green paint to finish her tree, she finds she’s run out. She decides to get more from the jar everyone is sharing, but the jar is dry as well! Not so easily deterred, she declares that she’ll make her tree yellow like it would be in autumn. But the yellow paint is also gone! In fact, most of the colors are gone, and we hear murmurs throughout the group that everyone is asking around for paint, and no one has any. “It’s a disaster!” Mr. Lion announces. Ari tries to cheer him up, but in a bit of silliness, ends up in the bushes near some sunflowers.  When he emerges, Elinor notices that his white smock has a bit of yellow on him.  Curious, she goes to get more observations.  She brings her canvas over to the flower (kids shouldn’t pick flowers) and, in a moment of inspiration/silliness, pretends it’s a paintbrush and wipes it across her canvas. To her surprise, it leaves a faint streak of yellow! That’s so interesting. “Maybe if we can’t use paint to make our nature pictures,” Elinor suggests, “we can use nature!”

She and her classmates experiment with natural items around them and they realize how full of color nature is: grass paints slightly green (makes sense if you’ve ever gotten a grass stain on your knees), dirt makes the page brownish red, and probably the best natural colors come from the strawberries, blueberries, and blackberries that the kids find in the forest around them (with Mr. Lion’s approval of course). The kids happily paint with their new art supplies, and Elinor proudly shows off her completed picture that shows her true love of nature.

Sara Sweetman Notes:
Pigments- I can see this being a lot of fun and I can see kids going outdoors and trying it out.  I think to some extent the meaning at the end might be to help viewers notice all the colors in the outdoors...curriculum could follow up with a color scavenger hunt.  And of course the connections from nature to 'engineered' paint.  I would stay content simple...I could see how this content could get tricky quick and I don't think it needs too. Great!	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Agree.  Want the wondering to be kid-like.  “How do the plants get ‘painted’?” “Where do the plant colors come from?” 
