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Elinor’s Question:  Why do we need to smell?
Logline: The kids follow their noses and learn the value of smelling.
Curriculum Goals: 
LS2. Understand that animals have different body parts that are used in different ways to meet their needs, and that plants have different parts that help them survive and grow: 
a. Identify body parts of animals and their function [ Noses]
d. Explore how different external features of an animal help it survive in its environment [ Noses help you smell things!]
SEP1. Asking questions (science) and defining problems (engineering)
b. Ask more complex questions about observable phenomena 
c. Ask and/or identify cause and effect questions that can be answered by an investigation (When Ari loses his sense of smell, Elinor and her friends wonder why we need to smell in the first place.)
SEP3. Planning and carrying out investigations
b. Compare and contrast objects and events by describing similarities and differences in detail 
c. Demonstrate an ability to make and test predictions based on background knowledge and experiences  (Elinor and her friends observe different types of smells and predict what will smell good and what will smell bad). 
SEP4. Analyzing and interpreting data
b. Use the 5 senses and to gather and record data (Elinor and her friends combine sight and smell to analyse data)
SEP6. Constructing explanations (science)
b. Look for and describe patterns and relationships in natural phenomena  (science)
c. Use and apply productive science discourse to support an explanation  (Elinor and her friends look for a describe patterns to what they see and smell (good food smells good, bad food smells bad))
SEP7. Engaging in argument from evidence
a. Engage in discussions before, during, and after investigations 
b. Support thinking and argue ideas with evidence (Elinor and her friends discuss the evidence they’ve found)
SEP8. Obtaining, evaluating and communicating information
a. Obtain information through discussing prior knowledge and observations with experts including teachers or knowledgeable adults 
c. Describe observable phenomena using adjectives and labels (Elinor and her friends discuss their observations with Mrs. Gorilla and other adults). 

1. ANIMAL TOWN CENTER – DAY

Elinor and Olive are hanging out in the Animal Town center on a Saturday morning. When the scene opens, we see the two girls walking around, commenting on what a nice day it is. They come upon a flower shop (that sells potted flowers) and they start smelling some flowers and appreciating them. They talk about how nice the flowers smell, and try to describe to each other what each one smells like. “This one makes me think of colors” “This one makes me think of a nice summer day”. 

Olive’s trunk lets her smell some flowers that are really high up: “Ooh, this one smells a little bit like oranges,” Elinor get curious and does a big fun bunny hop to get a little sniff.

[bookmark: _GoBack]At that moment, their friend Ari arrives and asks what they are doing (he starts, as usual, with a little joke). Ari sniffles and talks with a slight stuffy-nose voice and holds a handkerchief, but Olive and Elinor don’t notice at first. The girls explain that they’re smelling the flowers. Don’t they smell nice? They bring Ari over to the flowers they were smelling earlier. Doesn’t this one smell like something colorful? Mmm, nope, says Ari. Doesn’t this one smell like a nice summer day, Ari? Ari squinches his nose. Nope. Elinor and Olive looks a bit confused.  How about this one, doesn’t it smell like oranges? Ari presses his nose on it, but… nope.

Can’t he smell any of the flowers? Elinor and Olive ask. Actually, says Ari, I can’t smell anything at all! Ari explains he’s just getting over a cold, and his nose is all stuffed up, so he can’t smell anything. Ohh, think Elinor and Olive.  Are you ok? Actually, Ari says, he’s fine. In fact, he’s figured out he doesn’t need to smell at all. He can already see and hear and touch. He does a flip trick. “And see, I can still do all my tricks.”

This makes Elinor curious. She’s never thought about it before. Why DO they need to smell? What is smell good for? Is it only to smell flowers? Why do they have noses at all? Olive agrees: it’s a mystery. A smelly mystery.

Elinor decides they should try to figure it out, and has an idea: They should walk around town smelling things, and see what it’s good for. Great idea, says Olive. Ari blows his nose into his handkerchief: Ok! We need more observations!

2. ANIMAL TOWN (DOWN THE STREET) -- DAY

As the kids walk down the street, they hypothesize. Olive wonders if they need to smell because if they didn’t have noses they would look really weird.  We see a thought bubble of the kids with no noses. They all laugh. Elinor wonders if you need to smell so that they can tell when it’s time to take a bath?  Ari says that his mom can tell when he needs to take a bath just by looking at him! They giggle.

As the kids think about it, they go by Mr. Raccoon’s bakery. Sniff, sniff: Olive says she smells something. Elinor sniffs, and Ari just shrugs. Olive smells something… delicious! It’s Mr. Raccoon’s bakery! C’mon, let’s go inside!


3. MR. RACCOON’S BAKERY -- DAY

Inside the bakery, the door dings, and the kids take in the smells. So many AMAZING smells. They luxuriate in the delicious odor. Mr. Raccoon greets them, and asks how he can help them today. The kids explain they are out smelling things to answer the question of why we smell. Ah, says Mr. Raccoon, that’s a great question. Well, you kids came to great place, since he makes the best smelling baked treats in town. Of course, he’s also the only baker in town. Elinor asks why his treats smell so good, and Mr. Raccoon explains that the smell tells you that there are lots of yummy things in the treats that your body likes. Ari says he can’t smell them right now, but he definitely remembers how good they smell. Mr. Raccoon gives them some samples to try. Ari is SUPER excited (of course) to try them, but as he bites into the treat and chews, his expression changes. Uh, Mr. Raccoon, says Ari, I think you forgot some ingredients in this one.  It doesn’t taste like much. Ah… well, explains Mr. Raccoon, you have a stuffed nose Ari, so you can’t smell and smelling is a big part of tasting. Without smells, food doesn’t taste quite the same. He encourages Elinor and Olive to try it: if they plug their noses and have a bite again, it’ll taste really different. 

Huh, says Elinor. So smelling can help you know if something is yummy, and it helps you taste them. That is SO interesting! Wow, thanks, Mr. Raccoon! Yup, no problem kids. Ari looks bummed, but Mr. Raccoon cheers him up by giving him some snacks he can have later when he’s better. Well, says Mr. Raccoon, now he has to go back to baking some breads.  Happy exploring! With that, the kids step out.


4. ANIMAL TOWN (FURTHER DOWN THE STREET) -- DAY

As the kids walk down the street again, a new odor catches Olive’s nose. This time, it’s not a good smell. Ooh, says Olive, something smells and it doesn’t smell well. The kids follow the smell and run up ahead to find Mrs. Hippo taking out the trash in front of her and Mr. Hippo’s store.  In the front of the store we also see some boxes of fruit for sale.

Well hello, kids! Says Mrs. Hippo. What brings you out to town? The kids explain that they are trying to figure out why we smell. Yeah, says Olive, we are out exploring smells, and we noticed something that doesn’t smell so good. Ah, that would be my trash, says Mrs. Hippo, looking at it. Elinor asks, “Why does trash smell bad, Mrs. Hippo?” Ah, says Mrs. Hippo, and she explains that when things get old and rotten like trash, they smell bad. The smell tells you that you probably don’t want to eat it because it’s going to make you sick. Ohhh… Elinor and Olive make a connection: so smelling can help you know if something is good or bad to eat. Exactly, says Mrs. Hippo.

“Well, it’s a good thing I can’t smell the trash!” says Ari, as he notices the apples and walks over to them. He comments how nice they look, and Mrs. Hippo says they just came in from Farmer Bear’s farm.  Help yourself to one, Ari. Now Ari is excited! He reaches for his favorite fruit, an apple. Oooh! His stomach rumbles. He’s about to take a big bite when Olive snatches it with her trunk.

His mouth snaps on empty air and he looks confused. Huh? Olive explains: “Ari, that apple smelled rotten!” They hand the apple to Mrs. Hippo, who smells it and makes a face. She turns it around and Olive is right! It’s rotting from the inside.  Whew! It’s a good thing that Olive could tell the fruit was bad without tasting it. Elinor repeats the lesson: just like the trash, smelling can tell you when something isn’t good to eat. Smelling is good for lots of useful things!

At that moment, Mr. Raccoon shows up carrying a few loaves of bread. He asks Mrs. Hippo if she’s going to Mr. Dog’s BBQ. The kids ask, “Mr. Dog is having a BBQ?” Yes, he said he was going to grill some veggies outdoor and invited us. That’s why I’m bringing this bread. I’m sure you’re welcome to come, too, kids. Mrs. Hippo says that’s right, she’s supposed to meet Mr. Hippo there with a box of fruit, but… where is the BBQ? Oh, uh… (says Mr. Raccoon), he doesn’t know where the BBQ is going to be either. He was hoping Mrs. Hippo knew. Uh oh. Neither of them know where the BBQ is. How are they supposed to go there and take this bread and fruit if they don’t know where it is.

Elinor thinks about the problem. In a thought bubble, she imagines Mr. Dog over a grill, with the grilled veggies emitting odor lines. She has an idea: smelling is good for lots of things.  Maybe it can help us find Mr. Dog’s BBQ too! Olive gets what she means and goes into action.  Using her trunk as a periscope, she scans the surroundings. As an aside, Ari tells Mr. Raccoon and Mrs. Hippo that elephants have a really good nose for smelling. Olive scans, and then she finds something. This way! She leads them into the woods around the center of town.


5. FOREST -- DAY

They go “hunting” for the source of the smell, the kids and adults following Olive as she uses her trunk like a submarine scope. She sticks her nose in a few silly places.

They come out from behind some branches into a small clearing to discover… Mr. Dog’s BBQ! They had just lit it and veggies are being grilled. Corn and all sorts of yummy veggies were being prepped at a picnic table.  A few other town residents are there.

Mr. Dog is happy to see them.  Welcome! I forgot to tell a lot of folks where the BBQ was going to be.  How did you find us?

Elinor says, “We followed our noses!” Or at least, Olive’s nose. Smelling can tell you lots of things! They sing a song about smelling:

My nose can smell
Fruits and Flowers
Smelling things is
a special power

I smell nice things
Like a pretty rose
I smell gross things
Like stinky toes!

Smells tell you
How things will taste
Noses help you
All over the place

My nose can smell
Fruits and Flowers
Smelling things is
a special power

In the end, the kids join in the BBQ and everyone is having a good time. Elinor recaps the lesson that smelling is good for lots of things. Ari finishes his food and goes to grab an apple from the box. Elinor and Olive jump over to him. The girls decide to be Ari’s nose for him, smelling everything for him until his cold goes away. They smell the apple and… it smells sweet! Good to go! Ari takes a bite and… it’s tastes sweet, like an apple. He realizes his smell is coming back, and takes a big (albeit boogery) sniff. The girls giggle: when the nose knows, it knows! On laughter, we follow the smells coming from the grill and everything around them up into the sky as we FADE OUT.
