
ELINOR WONDERS WHY
Ep# 151 Baby Steps
OUTLINE – AUGUST 30, 2019
BY: Katherine Sandford 

Elinor’s Question: Why can’t we teach baby Miri to walk?
Logline: Elinor and Ari are taking care of Ari’s sister Miri but they start to wonder why she can’t walk yet, meanwhile Olive gets frustrated when she can’t do her roller-skating trick.
Curriculum Goals: LS4. Understand that all animals and plants have a life cycle, can reproduce, and change and grow over time:
b. Observe the growth in animals and plants 
c. Understand that living things grow and change over time (Elinor and her friend observe baby Miri is just still a baby, but she will grow into a big kid like them)
SEP1. Asking questions (science) and defining problems (engineering)
b. Ask more complex questions about observable phenomena 
c. Ask and/or identify cause and effect questions that can be answered by an investigation (Elinor and Ari observe Miri’s behavior and ask why she can’t walk),

SEP3. Planning and carrying out investigations
b. Compare and contrast objects and events by describing similarities and differences in detail 
c. Demonstrate an ability to make and test predictions based on background knowledge and experiences (Elinor and Ari contrast their abilities with Miri’s and predict that she might not be able to stand)
SEP6. Constructing explanations (science) and Designing Solutions (engineering)
a. Use background knowledge experiences, and data to construct reasonable explanations and theories of natural phenomena (science)
b. Look for and describe patterns and relationships in natural phenomena (science) (Elinor and her friends realize that you need to practice to learn many skills, as well as to become more mature).

[ J&D NOTES:

A good outline with lots of love in it, nice job. Lots of great moments. This is one of those episodes where two stories are unfolding at the same time, which is interesting and tricky. The main notes are:

· We might be trying to cram too much here. It feels like there’s enough here for two whole episodes (one about the baby and one about skating). Switching between two stories that feel so full with lots of talking and meeting new characters in each might be confusing for little kids at home. Suggest we tone down Olive’s storyline, and make it simpler and tonally different than the baby story so it’s easier to mentally switch back and forth. This will probably kill you but… do we need Lola?

· The ending is nice, but it feels a little unsatisfying and fuzzy.

· The message: right now, the core message is “Sometimes your body isn’t ready to do X, you have to wait until it’s ready, and until then you should keep practicing.” This confuses me a little. It makes me think, why should I keep practicing?

Try something a little more straightforward, like: “Sometimes your body isn’t ready to do something, but you’re always growing so if you keep practicing, one day you’ll be able to do it.” (ok, that’s not super straightforward, but the idea is to make the call to action clear: don’t give up, keep practicing)

· The Pay-off: Right now, the message of the episode flows from Lola, to Olive, to Elinor and Ari, and then Mrs. Bat jumps in with more message. We’re missing out on a) the kids figuring things out on their own, and b) a nice emotional arc for Olive: Olive struggles with X and is about to give up, when something the kids discover through their curiosity (the main lesson) helps her not give up. Instead of learning the lesson from Lola, let’s have Olive learn the lesson from Elinor and Ari.

Suggested general outline (rough):
· Kids, Mom and Miri arrive at park.
· Olive goes off skating, and Elinor and Ari play with Miri.
· Olive skates, and feels good, then sees the older kids doing twirls.
· Elinor and Ari get curious: why can’t Miri walk?
· Olive tries to do the twirls and can’t get it.
· Elinor and Ari try to teach Miri to walk, but she can’t.
· Olive keeps trying, determined, but she can’t do it.
· Elinor and Ari figure out that Miri isn’t ready to walk yet. Mrs. Bat confirms. At that moment, Olive comes back, defeated.
· Elinor and Ari tell Olive what they learned. Olive (making the connection that maybe she’s just not ready to do the big kid stunts) asks if they think that applies to little kids (like her) too. Elinor reasons: we’re still growing too, so yes!
· This makes Olive feel better and makes her want to keep practicing.
· The kids sing the song.
· Olive tries again, and even though she fails again, she’s not bummed about it.  Lola comes over and commends her for sticking with it.
· End.

Specific notes below.  Thanks!

]


EXT. PARK -- DAY

“Whoops, watch out, elephant on roller-skates coming through!” cries OLIVE (all suited up with helmet and pads)as she unsteadily skates past ELINOR and ARI.  The three friends are making their way through the park with MRS. BAT and Ari’s baby sister MIRI (in a stroller).  “Whoa Olive, nice skates!”  says Ari.  Olive says she just got them and she can’t wait to try them out.  She basically step-skates along the path, “Look at me I’m doing it I’m doing it I’m…whoooaaa!”  Olive loses her footing and comically lands in a heap. 	Comment by Kevin Micallef: She is step-skating as indicated on next page - most likely would zip past them 	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: This line sounds like he’s first seeing them, but they are in the park together?	Comment by Jorge Cham: Agree. The backstory is that the three kids went to the park together, so they would have seen them earlier.	Comment by Kevin Micallef: If shes just step skating, she’d only be going as fast as she can walk - if not slower - especially since theyre on dirt - there arent cement walkways in the forest or park. Therefore we shouldnt open with her saying ‘watch out elephant coming through’ which suggest shes going really fast

Ari and Olive rush to her.  Are you all right, Olive?  Olive just laughs, thanks to her pads, she’s fine.  Ari especially admires the protective gear -- Olive can fall down anytime and she won’t get hurt - how cool is that?   “We sure could have used those when you were a little bat, Ari,” says Ari’s Mom with a smile, and Ari confesses that yep, he USED to be a little bit clumsy, especially when he was first learning to fly - WHOOAA!	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: I think the spirit of the episode is about learning to understand this, so it’s a bit odd that he’s comfortable with it already.  Maybe also more funny if he denies it here?	Comment by Jorge Cham: Agree. Don’t think we need this beat.

Ari trips on a twig, does a flip in the air and lands on his feet. “I MEANT to do that!” he says, covering, as his sister Miri laughs her head off!  “Yeah, I know. I’m the best big brother ever,” he says, basking in the baby giggles. (NOTE:  Miri is about 10 months old, a real little rug rat, she does lots of cooing, babbling and has a crazy baby-laugh).

EXT. GRASSY NOOK - PARK

“How about here, Mom?” cries Ari as he points to a nice grassy spot.  Miri can crawl around all she likes. “Good work, Ari, you know what your sister needs,” Mrs. Bat gets the kids settled on a blanket, Miri included (out of her stroller) but Olive immediately has trouble skating on the grass.  Whoops!  Good thing she’s wearing her pads!	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: Why is she trying to skate on grass?
	Comment by Jorge Cham: Agree. I think the backstory is that the three kids went to the park together, but Olive came with her skates to practice. Don’t think we need this beat.

As Olive gets up she sees something interesting in the near distance – a nice flat paved area (or small skatepark, if that’s possible).  “Oh, look – that’s where I’ll practice my roller-skating,” she says as she skates off (it’s not far). “Be back soon!”  Have fun, Olive!  	Comment by Kevin Micallef: In creating this world we avoided any type of fencing to divide property or roadways etc. Even in the town, we made sure not to have sidewalks - its just paths of dirt that divide the area between grass and the buildings. 
Are we wanting to create this paved area ?- or can we have a flat dirt area (it can be designed to be very compact so the surface is solid) 

Meanwhile Mrs. Bat takes out her book, “You guys feel like entertaining Miri for a little while?” she asks Elinor and Ari as she eyes a peaceful nearby park bench. “Do we EVER!!” says Ari, and he explains to Elinor there’s nothing more fun than making Miri laugh, which he does right away with a silly face. Oh yeah, I can beat THAT, says Elinor..and she can – she plays peek-a-boo covering her face with her ears.  Miri thinks this is hilarious!! 	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Seems a bit odd she couldn’t read on the blanket instead of needing to leave the kids. Maybe incorporate the fact that olive went off to skate. Ari’s mom can see a park bench and suggest she sits on there so she can keep a better eye on botholive and the kids 	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: This is a nice moment, authentic.
	Comment by Jorge Cham: Agree, super cute.

So Elinor and Ari take turns making Miri laugh until Elinor wonders what else the baby can do.  She likes to play with her ball, says Ari and he rolls it towards her, but it just rolls on past. Oooh, Miri is interested though, so she crawls after it. As Elinor watches Miri crawl she asks Ari why she doesn’t run after it.  “She can’t run, she can’t even walk,” says Ari and that gets Elinor wondering even more.  Why can’t Baby Miri walk?  Hmmm, Ari’s not sure.  We need more observations. 	Comment by Jorge Cham: Let’s put the paragraph with the raspberry and the ball here, and end the scene with that (go to Olive).	Comment by Jorge Cham: Let’s move this paragraph to the beginning of the next scene in the blanket, after we come back from Olive.	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: E knows baby M, so this question should be phrased more like “I never thought about it before, but why does she crawl”?


EXT. SKATEPARK - DAY

Meanwhile Olive is diligently practicing her roller-skating when someone zips by, also on skates.  “Whooooaaa!”  Olive watches as the mysterious skater does a graceful jump and lands backwards, one leg out behind her. <GASP!> Olive is amazed!  Who is THAT?  The roller-skater does a few more fancy moves then stops, takes off her helmet and Olive sees, it’s Koa’s big sister LOLA!  	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: This will be fun to watch
	Comment by Jorge Cham: Agree it sounds fun, but it all feels like too much to me. My feeling is that for this split storyline plot construction to work and be manageable for little kids, the Olive storyline needs to be simple, and tonally different.

Let’s make Olive’s storyline more subjective, told from her POV, no conversations. Lola seems like a fun character, but we don’t actually need to meet her or need her to talk until the very end. 

In this beat of Olive’s story, she should come to the skating area, and practice her regular skating. She wibbles and wobbles, but she gets it! She’s skating!  She’s feeling good about herself, when suddenly she sees the older kids skate, and do the twirl. Wow, I want to do that too! End scene.

Olive skates over and introduces herself and Lola says she remembers her from Koa’s birthday party.  “You remember ME?”  Olive is crushing like a fangirl and Lola is super cool, “Sure I do, Olive.”  She puts her helmet back on and starts gliding with ease. “Wow, Lola, you are such a good roller-skater!”  Lola (who is maybe about 12) laughs and asks Olive if she’d like to see a few of her coolest moves? Would she ever!! So Lola skates off then does a series of cool tricks culminating in a twirl. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZwQnfKxJ2X8  Olive is gob smacked.  THAT is the BEST TRICK EVER!! She just has to learn to do that twirl!! 

EXT. BLANKET – DAY

Back at the blanket, Elinor and Ari are trying to figure out why Miri can’t walk.  She sure can MOVE (and giggle).  And she has two legs just like they do, and everyone else in Ari’s family can walk, so she should be able to. Maybe all they have to do is teach her.  But can she learn things?	Comment by Jorge Cham: Ok, now we’re done with set-up on all fronts, let’s get into the story now. Insert the last paragraph of the last blanket scene here, where the kids are playing with Miri, and Elinor gets curious about why she doesn’t walk. Then skip to the next blanket scene with Elinor and Ari.

Ari thinks she can – he teaches her to do things all the time.  Like this! Ari waves, Miri waves back, Ari blows a raspberry, Miri does too, Ari shakes Miri’s rattle like a mariachi dancer, then Miri shakes it like a pro laughing all the way.  Then Elinor rolls her the ball, this time she stops it, cooing proudly.  Way to go Miri!!  Then she rolls it back!  WHOO-HOO! She CAN learn things.  So let’s teach her to walk.	Comment by Jorge Cham: Let’s move this earlier, after the peek a boo paragraph.	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: Haha very cute

EXT. SKATE SURFACE -- DAY	Comment by Jorge Cham: Move this section to after the next blanket scene.

Also, let’s stay subjective. Olive decides she want to try the twirl, and tries it a few times, but fails. She sees the older kids doing it. She’s determined and gets up again. End scene.

(Don’t need Lola to speak here. It feels like Lola just gives her the answers)

“Whoa-oaoo-oaaaooo!” Arms pinwheeling Olive lands in a heap. Ooooh, she’s getting frustrated. Lola skates over and helps her up, and Olive explains the situation.  She really, really, REALLY wants to roller-skate the way Lola does, but most of all, Olive really wants to TWIRL!

Lola smiles comfortingly (as she skates around effortlessly) and assures Olive that although she started roller-skating when she was Olive’s age, she wasn’t able to twirl until she was much older.  First you have to learn the basics.  What does that mean? Lola gives Olive a quick lesson, showing her how to push off and make duck feet so she can get some speed, then flip her one foot around to skate backwards, that’s the beginning of the twirl.

Olive tries a few times, without success.  “Don’t worry, Olive,” says Lola empathetically.  “It’s really hard to do twirls and you are still a little kid – your body just isn’t ready yet. Just wait until you get a little bigger, and in the meantime, just watch and  practice!”  Then Lola skates off, “See you later, skater-sister!”	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: Is this accurate? Can younger kids not learn some skating tricks? It feels a bit manufactured.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7HEPRZuRWvc


EXT. BLANKET -- DAY

Ari and Elinor are trying to teach baby Miri to walk as Olive practices in the background. “Come on Miri, up you get…” Elinor stands Miri up, the baby holds onto Elinor’s fingers as she tries to keep her balance (as babies do). “You did it, you’re standing!  Now all you have to do is WALK!”  but Miri just wobbles unsteadily as Elinor holds her up. 

“It’s not hard at all,” says Ari, demonstrating.  You just put one foot in front of the other like this, see?  Step. Step, Whoooaap.”  Ari trips over the picnic basket, does his famous flip and lands on his feet, triggering Miri’s giggle as she loses her balance and sits down.

“Wow, you sure can make your sister laugh,” says Elinor, but Ari says it’s not hard “She’s a laughing machine!” Then he takes his turn, lifting up his sister from behind and putting her feet on his feet as he demonstrates. “This is how you do it, step, step. Now you try!”

Ari walks Miri off his feet then lets her go. Miri balances for half a second and then lands on her bottom again, giggling. And at that moment Ari and Elinor realize, wait a minute, not only can she not walk, Miri doesn’t even seem to be able to stand up on her own, as soon as they let her go she falls over – hmmmm. 

EXT. SKATEPARK -- DAY

“Skate, skate, skate turn -whoooa.” Olive almost loses her balance. She tries and falls. Sigh. “I give up, I’ll never get this..” She turns and heads back to the blanket, discouraged.

EXT.  BLANKET -- DAY

Olive joins her friends with the baby and Elinor fills her in.  They’re trying to figure out why Baby Miri can’t walk. “Maybe if you figure out why she can’t walk we can figure out why I can’t roller-skate.” “But you CAN skate, Olive, I saw you!” says Ari, encouragingly.  “Maybe, I can skate a little, but I can’t TWIRL!” She tries again, falls and Miri laughs her head off and crawls over to Olive. 	Comment by Jorge Cham: Move this paragraph to later. Olive should show up after Elinor and Ari figure out that Miri isn’t big enough yet.

“Well, Miri might not be able to walk, but she sure can crawl,” says Olive soothed by the baby giggles. Ari and Elinor agree there’s lots of things that Miri can do, but she can’t even stand up on her own.  Really?

They try to stand her again to show Olive and as she wobbles just before the fall they notice how different Miri’s legs are to Olive’s. Olives are nice and solid but Miri’s legs are wobbly and wiggly, they just don’t seem strong enough to hold her up. Why is that?  The kids brainstorm. Maybe Miri ate too much spaghetti and now she has spaghetti legs.  Or maybe jello legs?  Ari says both of those ideas might be true, Miri does love spaghetti, and jello.	Comment by Jorge Cham: Remove references to Olive.	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: How are we going to see this? Bat legs are already thinner than elephant legs.  	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: Haha awesome.
	Comment by Jorge Cham: INSERT HERE: Have Elinor and Ari figure out here that maybe Miri isn’t big and strong enough to stand up yet, and that’s why she can’t walk.



“Wait a minute,” says Olive, “Lola said my body just wasn’t ready to twirl yet.  I just have to wait until I get a bit bigger, and while I do I should watch and practice. Maybe it’s the same with Miri. At this moment Ari’s Mom comes over, confirms Olive’s theory and reminds Ari he couldn’t walk at that age either – MIND BLOWN. 	Comment by Jorge Cham: Delete	Comment by Jorge Cham: Elinor’s theory	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: Don’t let this moment go by too quickly. Ari needs to absorb that he was once like Miri. That’s obvious to us, but I don’t think to preschoolers.

But Miri will be ready very soon, and in the meantime the big kids have an important job to do.  Really?  Yes, not only is it FUN to play with Baby Miri, (and she LOVES it) but you can encourage her and help her to practice standing so when her body IS ready, she’ll know what to do. “Wow,” says Olive that’s just what Lola said about twirling!  Practice!”  Elinor, Olive and Ari are chuffed, they didn’t realize what an important job they had, as big kids. 	Comment by Jorge Cham: INSERT HERE: Olive comes back, defeated. She tells them that she’s been trying to do a twirl like those big kids, but she can’t do it. Mom says it looks like something only big kids can do. Elinor, wanting to make her friend feel better, tells Olive what they just learned about Miri. Olive asks if they think that applies to kids like them, and Elinor or Ari reason out: we are still growing, so yes! This makes Olive feel better. I’m gonna keep practicing because I know one day I’ll be able to do it. Then go to the song.

MONTAGE: So they start playing with baby Miri, not just helping her to stand but also getting her to wave, play peek-a-boo, and play with her rattle and ball.

SONG

Keep on trying
It’s part of the fun
Don’t waste your time crying
Give it another run
Even if you’re not quite ready
You can still try now
Soon you’ll be good to go
And this is how...

Baby steps, baby steps
Just take your time with baby steps
It might seem it’s taking long
But your body’s getting strong
So practice as you sing this song
And take your time with baby Step. 
	
You can do it,
Even if it seems you can’t
You want to walk or twirl,
But you fall down on your pants,
You don’t have to worry
You always have a friend,
So if you fall down
I’ll help you up again

Baby steps, baby steps
Just take your time with baby steps
It might seem it’s taking long
But your body’s getting strong
So practice as you sing this song
And take your time with baby steps. 	Comment by Jorge Cham: Great song!

At the end of the song, Ari calls “Look!” Miri is pulling herself up on the stroller, so the kids encourage her and, to the delight of all, Miri is able to stand up by herself, just for a second. Yay!  Inspired, Olive goes back to practicing as her friends (and Baby Miri) cheer her on.  And at that moment who skates by but the fabulous Lola, all the kids turn to watch, “Whoooaa” “Keep at it, skater-sister Olive,” she cries as twirls off into the sunset! “Twirl you later!”  FADE OUT, THE END	Comment by Jorge Cham: Hmm, I think maybe we don’t need this.  Let’s keep the wrap up focused on Olive.

After the song, Olive should feel encouraged, and wants to keep practicing. She tries it again and fails, but doesn’t feel bad about it.  Then Lola skates by and encourages her.	Comment by Kevin Micallef: We have Miri accomplishing a very quick stand up - maybe olive accomplishes something here - as long as its slow and not perfect - yet 

Sara Sweetman Notes:
The following two lines from the outline should be crafted carefully in the script.  First let's not give the impression that you CAN"T get hurt while using protective gear....rather that it helps you not get hurt.  
When the script builds out there will need to be lead and support for the viewers to better make the connections between Olive falling down and Ari being clumsy as a younger person.

Referenced lines- Olive can fall down anytime and she won’t get hurt - how cool is that? “We sure could have used those when you were a little bat, Ari,” says Ari’s Mom with a smile, and Ari confesses that yep, he USED to be clumsy

[bookmark: _GoBack]I like the social science of this script and the mind-set goals of persistence.  I think the 'science' is best said when Olive says “Lola said my body just wasn’t ready to twirl yet. I just have to wait until I get a bit
bigger, and while I do I should watch and practice."  It's sort of a soft science here.  We can teach preschool age children that some things we learn and our bodies grow and develop over time and when they do we can learn to do more.  Trying to make this pop would be great.
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The following two lines from the outline should be crafted carefully in the script.  First let's not give the impression that you CAN"T get hurt while using protective gear....rather that it helps you not get hurt.  
When the script builds out there will need to be lead and support for the viewers to better make the connections between Olive falling down and Ari being clumsy as a younger person.

Referenced lines- Olive can fall down anytime and she won’t get hurt - how cool is that? “We sure could have used those when you were a little bat, Ari,” says Ari’s Mom with a smile, and Ari confesses that yep, he USED to be clumsy

I like the social science of this script and the mind-set goals of persistence.  I think the 'science' is best said when Olive says “Lola said my body just wasn’t ready to twirl yet. I just have to wait until I get a bit
bigger, and while I do I should watch and practice."  It's sort of a soft science here.  We can teach preschool age children that some things we learn and our bodies grow and develop over time and when they do we can learn to do more.  Trying to make this pop would be great.  

  

