


5

ELINOR WONDERS WHY
Ep. 150 “To Bee or Not to Bee” 
by Michael Foulke

OUTLINE – August 27, 2019

Elinor’s Question: Why do bees sting you?
Logline: While on a picnic, Elinor tries to help her friend Koa get over his fear of bees.

Curriculum Goals:
· LS2. Understand that animals have different body parts that are used in different ways to meet their needs, and that plants have different parts that help them survive and grow: a. Identify body parts of animals and their function
· LS8: Begin to understand that there are many different kinds of living things and how they may be the same or different: a. Observe and describe similarities and differences across different types of plants and animals
· SEP4: Analyzing and interpreting data a. Collect, describe, and record observations in greater detail and in various ways b. Use the 5 senses and simple tools to gather and record data c. Record observations to describe patterns and/or relationships in the natural and designed world(s) in order to answer scientific questions and solve problems. d. Talk about and reflect on what happened during an investigation or when solving a problem, and why it might have happened 

[J&D NOTES:

Overall there’s definitely a story here, and this is a good first stab at finding that story. The biggest note is that it feels scattered: what the core concept/question is, what the kids want, who knows what about bees, how they look for answers, etc.

Daniel’s notes are embedded in the document below. Jorge’s notes are listed here:

· I think the main lesson we want to teach here is to have EMPATHY for other animals. You might be afraid of _____, but think about how it feels about YOU, and how you might be affecting it. If we can get kids to come away with that, that would be great, and valuable for them. Let’s focus the episode on this lesson.
· Empathy comes from a) realizing the animal is a separate being and b) not just thinking about yourself. Let’s work backwards from that and find a plot that arrives at these things.
· Right now, the plot feels thin story-wise: It seems our three main kids already know the answers, and the episode is basically a classroom lesson for Koa to catch up. We need MORE to the story. The plot should affect ALL of them, and they should discover what to do TOGETHER.
· Right now, the kids already have all the answers: Olive knows what to do (via her Mom’s wisdom), and they have the nature book. How can we structure the plot so that the kids DISCOVER what is happening and they discover what to do.
· Here is my suggested outline re-structuring (note that it is rough):

· Let’s start with the kids going to set up their picnic. This establishes what they want: They want to find a good spot for their picnic. That’s the goal of the episode.
· The kids find a good spot (it’s great because it’s near some nice flowers). They sit down to have their snack, and all seems good, until a bee shows up. Our mains are used to bees, but Koa freaks out. He starts swatting at it, which agitates the bee, which makes the bee bother all of them.
· The kids run away to find another spot.
· On the way to finding another spot, Koa explains why he freaked out: he’s heard that bees sting, and he doesn’t want to get stung.
· They find another nice spot, this time near some trees. They set up again and start to snack, when another bee shows up. Koa freaks out again, which agitates the bee, which makes the bee bother all of them. They have to relocate again.
· This time, they stand some distance away, but still in view from where they set up the first two times. Now Elinor is curious.
· Elinor wonders why the bees were bothering them. Usually, they don’t get bothered by bees like that.
· The kids look at the spots where they were, and they see that the first spot was near some flowers. There are lot of bees near the flowers. And the second spot was near... a bee hive! They watch the bees go from the hive to the flowers, and they realize they had picked spots that were in their way.
· Here you can go in one of two directions: either a) Elinor is still curious why the bee bothered them, so she decides she they need more observations and hops closer to observe the bees; or b) a bee wanders their way and they observe it. In either case, the idea is to get them closer to a bee to observe it.
· This time, Koa stays a bit away, and Elinor observes a bee closer. There’s a beat here where in taking out the magnifying glass, they realize that if they look at each other, they look funny/huge. Back to observing the bee, Elinor gets curious why the bee is not acting the same way as before. It seems much calmer now.
· Olive decides to check her nature book, and reads the part about bee stings. They learn that stinging actually hurts the bees, and they only do it when they feel they are in danger. She also reads that if you are allergic to bees, you should definitely stay away from them, but otherwise a sting hurts them more than it hurts you.
· They ask Koa if he’s allergic, and he says no, so they coax him to look at the bee closer. He looks at the bee and thinks it looks pretty cool. At that moment, Elinor has the idea: to the bee, Koa looks huge! She looks at Koa through the magnifying glass from the POV of the bee. (This is the key moment of the episode: look at yourself through the eyes of another being)
· Elinor has her aha moment: on a flashback thought bubble, she remembers Koa freaking out, and the bee getting agitated. She realizes the bee was actually afraid of Koa.
· At that moment, the bee takes off and starts flying around Koa. Elinor and our mains remind him to think like a bee, which helps Koa calm down. Koa is nervous, but he now knows: The bee is just looking around, no need to panic... and the bee flies off. You did it Koa! You weren’t afraid of the bee!
· The kids sing the song. The current version of the song is getting there, but I would put more emphasis on the core lesson of empathy. For the main chorus line, I think we want something more positive-sounding than “don’t bother me and I won’t bother you” (which sounds a little cynical).  Just brainstorming here, but something along the lines of “we all have feelings” or “consider each other” or “think like a bee” (maybe you can reuse the ditty from Colorful and Tasty?) or “respecting each other”. A simple kid way to say the positive message.
· The kids find a new spot, this time away from the path of the bees. There are occasional bees buzzing by, but Koa doesn’t freak out anymore. They enjoy some nice honey sandwiches.

· PS: reading over what I just wrote, it feels typical of what we normally do. Feel free to play around and find moments to make it unique.
· PPS: I wonder... do we need Ari in this episode? Something to think about.

Thanks!

]
 
1. FOREST - DAY

On a beautiful spring day, Elinor, Ari, Olive and Koa are having a picnic8 in the forest with all of their favorite foods. Just as Koa takes a big bite of his honey and jam sandwich, a few honey bees come over to check out the kids’ food. A nervous Koa gets antsy and asks to switch spots with Elinor, then Olive, then a beat later, Ari. 	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Are they carrying a basket of food and blanket for their picnic	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Are we to make sure the food the other kids are eating dont attract the bees - since they are only surrounding koa?	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: Nice visual humor.

The others don’t understand why Koa wants to switch seats, so they ask him what’s wrong. Koa explains that he is scared of bees because he has been stung a couple times before. Olive tries to comfort Koa by explaining that she has also been stung by a bee before, so she understands why Koa would want to avoid that, because a bee sting can hurt! 

Elinor has never been stung before, so of course, she is interested in this. 

The first thing Elinor asks if whether or not Koa is allergic to bee stings, because she heard from her mom that it can be a very bad thing to get stung when you’re allergic. Koa explains that he isn’t allergic, but even still, getting stung by a bee not only hurts, it also gives you a little bump, kind of like a stingy mosquito bite! The others certainly understand how that wouldn’t feel good, so they move the picnic to a different part of the forest to ease Koa’s mind. 	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: Q for sara: does our audience understand allergies?

2. FOREST – MOMENTS LATER

As they set up their new picnic area, Olive tells Koa that after she was stung, her parents gave her some very helpful hints on how to avoid bee stings. Unfortunately, the honeybees have followed them to their new location, so before Olive can even tell Koa about her helpful hints, a honeybee flies around him, which causes Koa to get up and swat at the little bee as he runs away in a panic, wondering, “Why do bees sting you?” Good question, Koa! As he runs away, a concerned Olive shouts at Koa, “Helpful hint number one is don’t swat at bees!”	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: Funny/tragic moment.


Elinor wants to help her friend, but she doesn’t have much experience with bee stings, so this may require an investigation! Once they catch up to Koa, he has stopped running because the bee finally flew away. The kids then decide to take Koa around the forest keeping him safe from bees, while also showing Koa that bees are also an essential part of our world. We need more observations!	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: Is her motivation to understand bees/stings or to help her friend? 	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Do they decide to have their picnic on the move? Walking while they eat...	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: They know this already?
	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: Doesn’t feel like the curiosity has built up enough yet.  It’s more of a desire to help a friend.


	Comment by Kevin Micallef: We’ve had a couple of episode  where the kids have studied and observed bees in the way described here. Will we spend a lot of time explaining each ie. pollinating, the hive etc. ?
At first, Koa is skeptical, only seeing the bad side of bees, but as Elinor, Ari and Olive do some up close observation of bees doing their daily routine, such as pollinating flowers, flying around their hive and even making honey, Koa starts to get curious.  	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: Curious about what? How bees spend their days, or why they sting?


He’d like to observe the bees too, but he’s too nervous to get close. So Koa observes from a distance and, with Ari helpfully narrating what the bees are up to, he realizes interesting the bees are and how hard they are at work.	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: Does this answer his question? Is this what he was curious about?

With his friends help (and the nature book) Koa realizes that bees aren’t just going around trying to sting you, they play a big part in our environment! After all, we wouldn’t have lots of plants, fruits or flowers if not for bees pollinating them. Ari adds that bees don’t really seem to have time to just go around looking for people to sting. These are some busy bees! “Hey! That must be where the expression comes from!”	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: This is an answer to the question: why do we have bees, not “why do bees sting”	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: This is a complex lesson to learn through observation


As the kids continue their observations, Koa starts to reconsider his fears, but he is still conflicted, because bees make honey, which he loves, but they also can sting you, which he does not love! Suddenly, a new honeybee flies around Olive, but unlike Koa, she uses her mom’s helpful hint number two, which is, when a bee flies around you, stay still. 

At the same time, Elinor uses her magnifying glass to observe this bee. Through her magnifying glass POV, we see a large, very up close shot of the bee, who Elinor observes also seems calm. However, as soon as the bee leaves Olive and starts to fly around Koa, he tries to remain calm for a beat, causing him to make some comical expressions as he tries to hold still and not panic. Eventually, Koa starts panicking and swatting at the bee. 

We once again go to Elinor’s magnifying glass POV, where Elinor observes that the bee is now also panicking and scared.  Koa doesn’t understand, why would a bee be scared of him? He’s not the one who stings! However, some more up close observation shows the situation from the bee’s perspective. Elinor observes that this bee is very small and, through her magnifying glass, she can see that Koa looks like a giant, Godzilla-esque monster to the bee, with swatting hands that could really hurt it, so it makes sense that the bee would be scared and defend itself by stinging someone who could hurt it so easily.  	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: How will this work? She’s got a magnifying glass on a frantic bee?	Comment by Kevin Micallef: How will we clearly show this ?we design and animate these bugs to be as true to nature as possible and not make it cartoony. Therefore we arent showing the bee acting with facial expressions. 	Comment by Kevin Micallef: This is a different visual style we haven’t done before. Is this replaying what we just saw or is elinor observing once again and if so then we’ll need to come up with a visual language that explains we go into the bees perspective 	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: I like this.

As Koa calms down, the bee eventually flies away and Olive grabs her nature book to look up everything she can about bees. It turns out that Elinor is right! Bees don’t want to sting you, because it actually hurts them even more than it hurts us when they sting. Koa doesn’t understand, why would it hurt them? Olive explains (with nature book) that when a bee stings you, their stinger usually comes off, which is very painful, so they only do it when they have no other choice. 	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: What makes him calm down?

The nature book also explains that you should try to avoid bees if possible because we can’t really control whether or not a bee is going to sting you. Koa then exclaims, “I knew it!” Olive goes on to explain, but... if a bee flies around you, the calmer and more still you remain, the less likely you are to be stung by them! Mirroring Koa, Elinor then exclaims, “I knew it!” This revelation leads to a ditty:	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Flagging that we have the kids observing many bees activities amongst flowers for several seas in ep ‘colourful and tasty’ 

ELINOR
Sometimes bees can give you a sting
We all know this to be true
But I also know another thing	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: Nice
If you don’t bother them, 
They won’t bother you!
OLIVE
Bees can sure be helpful
And pollinate the flowers.

ARI
And don’t forget that they make honey
Which takes them hours and hours!

ELINOR/OLIVE/ARI
But...

Sometimes bees can give you a sting
We all know this to be true
But we also know another thing
If you don’t bother them, they won’t bother you!


3. FOREST - DAY

As they sit down to finish their picnic, Koa feels a bit better about bees because he finally realizes that all his panicking and swatting is probably the reason he keeps getting stung. Elinor tells Koa to not feel bad, because that is a natural reaction when you’re scared of something, plus he didn’t know that his behavior was causing the bees to sting him!

As the kids finish up their picnic, Koa says he was hoping that Olive could teach her friends some more helpful hints for being able to avoid bees, and more importantly, bee stings. She agrees, and as the rest of the kids eat their picnic lunches, Olive gives them a few more of the hints her mom shared with her, like wearing shoes when walking amongst flowers or avoiding getting too close to a bee hive and finally, trying to avoid eating foods with lots of sugar while you’re outdoors, because bees love sugary food, like the honey and jam sandwich that Koa is eating! 	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Again note that none of the characters wear shoes bless in the winter = therefore we Lowry’s have them barefoot nd even Edmond bees in town picnic and colourful and tasty 

Right on cue, another bee comes and flies around Koa, but this time, Koa remains calm and still, so the bee checks out Koa’s sandwich for a moment, then simply flies off without incident. It looks like Elinor was right: if you don’t bother them, they won’t bother you!	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: Feels like a bit of a quiet ending; not getting stung is more of a non-event than an event.
	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Need to work out the ending so theres more of a reveal and Cap the story 

[bookmark: _GoBack] Sara Sweetman Notes:
I think the ig picture of the to bee or not to be is in great shape.  I would rather see the question change from “Why do bees sting you?” more toward "Why do we have bees?" and the content to focus on learning how bees can be helpful rather than a pest.  I still think the teaching about why they sting and what to do not to get stung is important.  

This line in the outline made me wonder how young children would react to it. and I think we need to be careful with the wording to not scare them too much but just enough to have them be cautious.
"The nature book also explains that you should try to avoid bees if possible because we can’t really control whether or not a bee is going to sting you."  So much is out of control for preschoolers we should be careful about how we present this.
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