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Owl Girl Redux 
OUTLINE  – July 18, 2019
By Katherine Sandford 

Elinor’s Question:  What kind of owl is awake in the daytime and lives on the ground?
Logline: Elinor thinks she knows everything there is to know about owls until, while visiting her grandparents, she meets a Burrowing Owl. 
Curriculum Goals:  
LS6. Understand that individuals of the same kind of plant or animal are recognizable as similar but can also vary in many ways:
a. Contrast individuals of the same kinds of plant and animal 
(Elinor compares and contrasts what she knows about Owls with what she observes about Burrowing Owls). 
SEP3. Planning and carrying out investigations
a. Identify and use a greater variety of tools to extend the senses for observing, measuring, and recording data about objects and events 
b. Compare and contrast objects and events by describing similarities and differences in detail 
d. With guidance, plan and conduct simple investigations using simple tools 
(Elinor and her grandmother plan and execute an investigation into Burrowing Owls using binoculars, a notebook and a Guidebook). 
SEP4. Analyzing and interpreting data
a. Collect, describe, and record observations in greater detail and in various ways 
b. Use the 5 senses and simple tools to gather and record data 
d. Talk about and reflect on what happened during an investigation or when solving a problem, and why it might have happened. (Elinor and her grandmother collect data about the Burrowing Owl through sight and sound and, with research and discussion, decide if it is an Owl).   

1. INT. BIBI AND BABA’S LIVING ROOM - DAY

Elinor is VERY excited because she's going to spend the whole weekend with her Grandparents BiBi and BaBa (while her parents have a quick get-away – Palm Springs?). Mom and Dad say goodbye with big long hugs, they’ll be back to get her Sunday night.

Left with her grandparents, Elinor gets down to business. She's all ready to go, having packed all her essential observation gear in her backpack to do some exploring in the desert, but best of all she’s got a special surprise that she can't wait to show BiBi and BaBa!  She runs off to get ready. 

2. INT.  BIBI AND BABA’S KITCHEN – LATER

Whoo-whooo-whoooo!!!!  Elinor runs into the kitchen wearing the Owl Girl costume that she made herself! Sure enough, her grandparents are very impressed with her costume, but EVEN more impressed with Elinor’s knowledge of OWLS that she observed first hand, on a night-time walk with her Mom (they are very big, sleep during the day, they fly high and silently through the air, make nests waay up in trees, and they go “whooo”).  

BiBi (who is a scientist herself) is super-proud, but when Elinor proclaims that she is sure she knows EVERYTHING there is to know about Owls, BiBi smiles skeptically.  Really?  You know EVERYTHING about owls?  Are you sure? Yup, sure for sure - Owls are Elinor’s thing! 

Well, Owl Girl, would you like to fly around outside for a little while?  Elinor would LOVE that  - whoo, whooo, whooooooo!!!

3. EXT. BACK YARD -- DAY 

Elinor is flying around the back yard – whoo-whoo-whooo, as BiBi putters near her potting shed.  “Watcha doing, BiBi?” asks Elinor as she swoops in.  Bibi says she’s doing a little experiment with some cactuses she’s growing – she’s trying out different types of sand to see which one they like the best.  That puzzles Elinor, but don’t you know, Bibi?  I thought you knew everything about cactuses.  Didn’t you teach about cactuses at the university?

BiBi confirms it’s true she did teach about cactuses at the university when she worked there, but that doesn’t mean she knows everything.  “A good scientist always keeps asking questions, because there is always more to find out.”  “Right,” says Elinor. She’s heard this all before.  “And making lots and lots of OBSERVATIONS!” 

Yes, and to that end BiBi has a little present for Elinor.  Oooh, really?  What could it be? She leads Elinor to the back of the yard where she’s set up a small table and a chair near the back fence that overlooks the desert. This can be Elinor’s “Observation Station,” where she can observe the desert.  
Owl Girl Elinor is THRILLED, she runs off to get her gear.

4. EXT. OBSERVATION STATION – A LITTLE LATER  

Elinor has everything all set up – her binoculars, her Nature Book that Olive lent her just for her trip to the desert, and her notebook for making notes.  She lifts her binoculars to her eyes to do some observing.

BINOCULAR POV: Elinor enjoys the view of the beautiful desert.  She sees a dune, a cactus, maybe a lizard who scurries off. Suddenly Elinor hears a  little rustling in the grass beyond the fence.  

What’s that?  She turns her binoculars and refocuses to see...

BIN POV: Two big yellow eyes!  Huh? Elinor adjusts the focus so she can see better.  It’s a small bird and it looks sort of like an Owl, but it can’t be, can it?  It’s on the ground! 

At this moment BiBi joins Elinor so she tells her grandmother what she’s just seen. A little bird that looks a lot like an Owl.  But it can’t be! Owls are BIG, and they sleep during the day – this owl should be home in bed! Hmmm, BiBi says that is “Sooo interesting. You know what we need?”  “MORE OBSERVATIONS!” cry grandmother and granddaughter in unison. Off they go out into the desert behind BiBi’s house to observe the mysterious bird.  NOTE: Elinor brings her gear in her backpack. 

5. EXT. DESERT -- DAY

Elinor and Bibi find a good observation spot, near, but not too near, the cute little bird. Okay, Bibi asks Elinor, we want to try and determine if this bird is an Owl, so what should we do? 

Elinor figures it out.  First she’ll make a list of everything she knows about owls, and then see if this bird has these…, uhm, what should she call them?  “Characteristics.” Says BiBi warmly – teaching Elinor new and precise scientific vocabulary is her favourite thing to do.

“Okay, owls are birds and this is a bird, Owls have big eyes and this bird has big eyes. Hmmm, maybe. 

But at that moment the little bird runs off!  Wha?  Owls don’t run, they fly – Elinor is SURE! “You can NEVER be completely sure,” says BiBi, “until you do some serious observing.”  Right, Elinor agrees, they’d better follow that Owl. 

6. EXT. BURROW -- DAY

The owl ducks into a little hole in the sand.  Could that be where the owl lives?  In that little hole?  Then it can’t be an owl, owls live in trees!  But at that moment the bird pops out of the hole and calls its distinctive higher-pitched “Whoo-whoo!”.

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Burrowing_Owl/overview

Wait a minute, this bird sure looks like an owl, even if its small, and it sounds like an owl, even if its voice is higher, maybe it IS an owl after all. Elinor considers changing her mind, but how can this be an Owl when it doesn’t do some of the things she observed Owls doing?  

“Ahhh, interesting,” says BiBi. "But you and I are both bunnies, and we do some things differently. For example you hop around a LOT more than I do.” Ohhh, Elinor sees where this is going.  “And we look different too! You are bigger than I am Bibi and your fur is grey and mine is all white.”  

Elinor considers, maybe not all owls do the same things or look the same way.  But she still isn’t sure. How can she find out if this bird an Owl?  Elinor thinks for a minute then, “Oh! I know!” She reaches into her backpack and takes out Olive’s Nature book, flipping  through like Olive does - Octopus, Ostrich – here we go,  OWLS!

ANGLE ON: The Book, which has pictures of several owls (Barn Owl, Screech Owl, Horner Owl) as well as a Burrowing Owl. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]That’s it! Elinor realizes she’s found a Burrowing Owl! The book confirms that Burrowing Owls are out in the day and stay mostly on the ground.  Fun fact:  The Burrowing Owls don’t usually dig their own burrows - they borrow them from desert animals like tortoises. Elinor finds this all SO INTERESTING! Who knew? Nature is full of surprises.

SONG – Elinor and BiBi(is that possible?) 

Nature is full of surprises,
The closer you look, 
The more you will see,
The thing that you must realize is,
Nature is FULL of surprises.

You might think you know all that there is to say
About birds and bugs that you see every day
But keep your mind open, and look all around
You might find an Owl that runs on the ground!

Nature is full of surprises,
The closer you look, 
The more you will see,
The thing that you must realize is,
Nature is FULL of surprises.

At that moment – Look! The little owl comes out of the hole and arranges a couple of rocks at the entrance. BiBi is amazed, what is the owl doing? She’s never seen a Burrowing Owl do that before.  Really? Elinor is similarly amazed that there’s something her grandmother doesn’t know.

As Elinor and her grandmother are theorizing why the little owl places things around its burrow, a sand tortoise walks by, then pauses and keeps going. Maybe the Owl put up that little fence to tell everyone that this burrow is occupied. 

“That’s a good theory, Elinor.  “How can we find out if it’s true?”  “More observations,” says Elinor and BiBi smiles proudly.  “That’s exactly right.   We’ll have to do some more observing, but it will have to wait until tomorrow.  It’s getting late.”

Elinor and Bibi are just about to head home when, “Oh, BiBi look!”  Another mature owl sticks its head out of the burrow followed by one, two, three, four, FIVE little chicks.  It’s a FAMILY! Elinor counts them - Awww, how CUTE!  What an amazing observation to end the day! 

7. EXT. OBSERVATION STATION – EVENING 

Elinor finishes her notes with a beautiful picture of the Burrowing Owl family that she drew herself.  BiBi, who has pulled up a comfy lawn chair, admires her granddaughter’s field work.  “Very nice, Elinor. I’m very impressed with your observations, but I also love the way you changed your mind when you observed something you hadn’t seen before. We should always keep our minds open to learning new ideas. Not all of the same kind of animals look the same or do the same things – nature can SURPRISE you."

“Right! I knew there are LOTS of different kinds of birds – but now I know there are different kinds of OWLS too. And THAT surprised me!” Adds Elinor.  BiBi smiles proudly. “Good job, Elinor, you followed your curiosity and learned something new. That’s the mark of a REAL scientist.” Really? Me? Elinor is over-the-moon, that’s the highest compliment her grandmother could give her.  So she happily closes her notebook and climbs onto BiBi’s lap. 

Just that moment BaBa joins them with some lemonade.  “So, what did my two favourite scientists learn today?”  Elinor smiles answers. “We learned you can never know everything about anything - especially not Owls – because nature is full of surprises!” 

BiBi and BaBa share a chuckle, then Elinor and her grandparents happily settle in to observe the spectacular sunset over the gorgeous desert. Elinor can’t wait for tomorrow – who knows what interesting things they’ll observe. THE END
 

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/the-little-owls-that-live-underground-203543/
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