
ELINOR WONDERS WHY
Thinking About Blinking
PREMISE – April 30th, 2019
By Paul Moncrieffe

Elinor’s Question: Why do we blink?
Logline: After Ari loses a staring contest, it’s up to him and his friends to learn everything about blinking.
Curriculum Goals:
LS2. Understand that animals have different body parts that are used in different ways to meet their needs, and that plants have different parts that help them survive and grow:
a. Identify body parts of animals and their function 
b. Identify the basic parts of plants and their function 
c. Compare how the external body parts of animals and plants are the same and/or different 
d. Explore how different external features of an animal help it survive in its environment
SEP: TBD at Outline.

Elinor is on her way to school, she can’t wait to play, but wait! Where are all her friends? She scans the playground and notices a giant group of kids by the jungle gym. Olive runs up excited, “Elinor, come quick!” She ushers Elinor to the crowd. Just what is going on? Ari’s in A STARE OFF! “What’s a stare off?” Elinor wonders. Olive recites the rules for everyone, reading from her book, a stare-off is when two competitors stare into each other’s eyes until one of them BLINKS! Oooh, Elinor never noticed before that we have to blink, that’s so interesting! And so it begins. Ari steps out in an intense cowboy stance ala old westerns and he and Koa glare at one another, you can cut the tension with a knife. Olive can barely look. Ari starts to shake a little he’s concentrating so hard. Koa can barely hold on when… he blinks. Ari is victorious! Ari asks if anyone else wants to play? Kids start stepping up to the challenge.  One by one Ari defeats ALL of them. He basks in his glory – he’s the stare-off champion!	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Olive carries her nature book - facts on nature. And her notebook to draw in. Is this a different book?	Comment by Anne E. Lund: I’m sure she’s noticed blinking but maybe just hadn’t thought much about why?	Comment by Natalie Engel: Funny!	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Fun!	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Design - koa’s natural facial design are slits for eyes and not the typical black dots. He’s the only character like this. Are we to have him lift the slits and show black dots for eyes?

Later that day Elinor, Ari and Olive are walking home from school, they’re passing over a small bridge that crosses a pond. Olive can’t believe Ari won all those staring contests, she always has to blink. Ari points to his eyes, “eye know I’m good.” Just then he notices a new challenger, a FISH in the pond that won’t stop staring at him. He stares it down but as hard as he tries he can’t beat the fish. It just never seems to blink! She and Olive notice that, look! The fish has no eyelids.  So that’s why he doesn’t blink, but that makes Elinor wonder. “Why do we have to blink anyway?” We need more observations, says Elinor. Elinor and Olive decide to challenge each other in a stare off to find out, but neither lasts long. “Ouch, my eyes get so dry when I don’t blink” says Olive.	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Might need to mention eyelids and blinking earlier to set this up.

Meanwhile, “SUPER-OUCH!” Ari’s eyes start to water and he’s blinking like mad! What’s happening? Olive looks closely, oooh, Ari has a little speck of dust in his eye, but as he blinks it comes out with his tears. That’s it, announces Elinor! “We blink to keep our eyes clean and wet. That’s why fish don’t blink, because they’re always in water!” Ari feels better because he knows he’s at a disadvantage, but he does have one last trick up his sleeve. He holds up a photo of himself – the fish and the photo have a stare off. “We’re gonna be here for a while!” they all laugh as we…	Comment by Anne E. Lund: This is really more of a prediction, right? An idea that he has based on what they have learned so far.  We want to be careful to make pronouncements about things until they have been confirmed by a trusted source or they find evidence to support their idea.	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Where does he get the photo? We haven’t shown camera’s or phones. Maybe he asks olive for her notebook and  draws a picture of himself to use	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Might need to help our young audience make the connection that the photo doesn’t blink.  I’m not sure if they will all follow this.

											FADE OUT.


Sara Sweetman Notes:
Thinking about Blinking-  I like the title[image: 😀].  I do think preschoolers might enjoy playing along with theist home.  What is really fascinating is the idea that we have to work hard to not blink.  Maybe this story could introduce reflexes or that we do things without thinking to protect ourselves.  This could shift things so it's  less about Ari or the fish winning a staring contest and more about how interesting it is that we blink all the time without thinking about and that we can't not blink even when we try.
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