ELINOR WONDERS WHY
EWW137 Thinking About Blinking
OUTLINE – May 28th, 2019
By Paul Moncrieffe 

Elinor’s Question: Why do we blink?
Logline: After Ari loses a staring contest, it’s up to him and his friends to learn everything about blinking.	Comment by Natalie Engel: Ari seems to be the focus of a lot of stories lately.  Wondering if we could see Olive more in the spotlight? Or Elinor? While Elinor leads the observations, she’s rarely directly affected by what they’re trying to figure out.  If not for this story, then let’s please keep an eye (ha) on this for the next few in the cycle.
Curriculum Goals:
LS2. Understand that animals have different body parts that are used in different ways to meet their needs, and that plants have different parts that help them survive and grow:
a. Identify body parts of animals and their function 
b. Identify the basic parts of plants and their function 
c. Compare how the external body parts of animals and plants     
   are the same and/or different 
d. Explore how different external features of an animal help 
   it survive in its environment (Elinor and her friends explore eyelids and how blinking protects the eyes). 
SEP6. Constructing explanations: Use background knowledge, experiences, and data to construct reasonable explanations and theories of natural phenomena. (Elinor and her friends construct an explanation of the question, (”Why do we blink?”)
1. EXT.  SCHOOL PLAYGROUND - DAY

ELINOR HUMS merrily as she skips to school, she can’t wait to start a day of playing with her friends and discovering the world! As she arrives she notices something fishy, no one’s there. “Hmm” she wonders. Just then OLIVE runs up, in a kerfuffle, startling her. “Elinor, Elinor, come quick!” she beckons her over to a giant group of KIDS gathered by the school jungle gym. “Ari’s in a stare off!” Elinor wonders what’s a stare off? 

Olive reaches into her bag and takes out a piece of paper, fashioning a homemade megaphone, and takes center stage as ringleader. “Welcome, animals of all colours and sizes, to today’s stare off!” The crowd CHEERS! Elinor joins in with enthusiasm. “Remember, a stare-off is when two animals stare into each other’s eyes until one of them BLINKS!” “Ooooh that’s sooo interesting!” Elinor belts out, she’s never really thought about blinking before but it is pretty hard to keep your eyes open for long. Olive introduces the reigning champion, KOA. He walks out with his hands in his pockets all nonchalant, the crowd CHEERS. “And his challenger, the bat with all that, Ari!” ARI walks out, legs astride like a cowboy - things are about to get intense. 	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Do we need to say this?  Maybe just “Come one, come all! Welcome animals to today’s stare-off!”	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Maybe Olive can blink her eyes here to illustrate?

Western music, close-ups on (unblinking) eyes, a rubber ball bounces by like a tumbleweed...

“I’ll win this thing in a blink of an eye” mutters Ari. Everyone laughs. Koa’s eyes open wide to reveal two tiny slits. They glare at one another, you can cut the intensity with a pair of safety scissors. Koa stares at him hard. Ari stares at him harder. Koa stares at him even harderer. They both start to shake until Koa finally blinks. Ari is victorious! The crowd erupts and congratulates Ari with hugs. “That was FUN” says Ari, “does anyone else what to play?” Ari flutters up in the air with excitement. One by one different competitors step up to the challenge. He plays them all over the playground, defeating them with ease. One he beats hanging upside down. The GOAT TWINS he defeats simultaneously, his head going back and forth as he stares at both of them. He beats CAMILLA while they both go up and down on the teeter-totter. Elinor is still fascinated by blinking. She notices her eyelids come down without her even thinking about it. Ari basks in his glory as the children chant his name. He’s the stare-off champion!	Comment by Natalie Engel: Just a word of appreciation for how fun this is to read 

2. EXT. FOREST - LATER ON 

Elinor and Olive stray behind Ari as he flaps home in glee. “Wow, Ari is really good at not blinking, I wonder if anyone will ever out-stare him?” mutters Olive, it seems like she always has to blink. Meanwhile Ari is fluttering about, still excited about his victories, he begins to cross a BRIDGE that goes over a small stream. “This is best day ever! It’s even better than my birthday!” he announces. “I’m good” Ari points to his eyes “Eye’m good!” he laughs. “I’ve only ever seen him this excited about snacks,” Elinor exclaims, making her and Olive giggle. Ari believes he’ll never be defeated in a stare off again. He stands like a superhero - “I can see it now….” 	Comment by Anne E. Lund: We want to be careful that he doesn’t get too boastful.

We go into his THOUGHT BUBBLE: he’s stood in a stadium full of fans cheering his name. They hold signs with a symbol of an eye. “The greatest champion in the world!” he chants to himself. Just then Olive interrupts him, the bubble dissipates. “Hey, you burst my bubble” whines Ari.

Olive apologizes but she’s noticed that Ari has another fan who would like his attention. She points to the stream where there’s a FISH just staring at Ari. “Hey Mr. Fish, you should have seen me win all the stare-offs today!” Ari notices that the fish is following him as he walks. “I think it likes you Ari” giggles Elinor. Ari giggles too, can he follow this?! He starts to run back and forth but the fish follows in the stream, he maneuvers around Elinor and Olive - the fish still follows just staring.

“He really likes you Ari and he’s so cute!” Olive says, as bubbles come out of the not-at-all cute Fish’s mouth. Elinor notices that it also hasn’t blinked the whole time it’s been staring. “The perfect challenger!” says Ari, but Elinor and Olive don’t know if that’s a good idea.

“I could beat you with my eyes closed.” brags Ari. He turns to his friends, “Get ready, this contest is gonna be so tense you won’t be able to close your eyes!” The ultimate stare off begins! Ari stares the fish down and the fish stares right back. Ari starts to get really desperate, he begins to make funny faces to put the fish off but it doesn’t work. He tries to hold his eyes open with his fingers but that still doesn’t work. Tears are forming in his eyes now, he’s so desperate he’s starting to blink one eye at a time when they both close! Ari has been defeated. 	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Doesn’t make sense given he doesn’t want to close his eyes.	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Not very kid-like	Comment by Anne E. Lund: To get it to blink?

He challenges the fish over and over again, in the same montage fashion as his showdowns with the other kids. Ari blinks every time, the Fish just stares, indifferent. “I can’t do it!” Ari collapses dramatically, he’s the loser. Elinor and Olive observe the fish. “This cute little guy hasn’t blinked since we met him” says Elinor. Yeah, it’s almost like he doesn’t even have eyelids like us.  Wait a second, the fish doesn’t have eyelids!	Comment by Anne E. Lund: We will need to show our viewers what eyelids are and give them some attention for this to make sense.
“What!” Ari cries out. “That’s not fair. I guess the fish doesn’t have to blink.” That makes Elinor wonder… “Why do we have to blink?” They need more observations!	Comment by Natalie Engel: And why doesn’t the fish need to? (That seems like the more immediate question, and kids would probably be pretty fascinated by the idea!)

Elinor and Olive agree it’s something they never really think about, their eyes sort of just do it, but why? They decide the best way is to challenge one another to a stare off. Meanwhile, Ari Is in the background wafting his eyes with his wings.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Olive and Elinor’s stare off takes place, they stare deep into each other’s eyes, but it doesn’t last long. “Ouch” they both say simultaneously and share a laugh. It’s super fun to try it but it’s also very hard they notice. “Yeah, my eyes get super dry when I keep them from blinking” says Olive. “The wind kept getting in my eyes!” Elinor complains, “I’ve never thought about how I stop things from going in my eye, it must be because I blink!” she adds. Just then Ari interrupts “That’s so cool!” He’s stood behind them also blinking like crazy, now unable to stop himself. The kids wonder why he’s blinking so much? “I don’t know what’s wrong I can’t stop blinking!” 	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Will need to connect this to the idea of tears and how blinkin is part of what helps keep our eyes moist and feeling good.

Olive and Elinor observe Ari’s eyes. SCIENCE CU MOMENT: We show a small speck of dirt in Ari’s eye, then his blink washes it away. “Hey, it looks like you have a small piece of dirt in your eye!” says Olive. “And when you blink it helps get rid of it!” notices Elinor. “You mean my eyelids protect my eyes?” That’s exactly it, Elinor proclaims. “We blink to protect our eyes from dirt and to keep our eyes from getting too dry!” That cues a delightful song:	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Will be good to step this out more in script so that we get all the elements before coming to this conclusion.

You’re always blinking 
You do it without thinking
Take a minute, let that sink in	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Not sure this will make sense for our viewers.
It’s such an interesting thing
Blinking in your bedroom
Blinking during class
Blinking when it’s playtime
Or when you’re rolling in the grass
You are blinking everywhere	Comment by Anne E. Lund: These two ideas feel a little smooshed together.  Maybe have one verse about blinking to keep from getting dry and one about blinking to get something out/keep something from getting in.
to stop things getting into there
You don’t want them to get dry
Blinking is bath time, for your eyes!

You’re always blinking 
You do it without thinking
Take a minute, let that sink in
It’s such an interesting thing

At the end of the song, Ari figures something out. The fish doesn’t need to blink because his eyes are already wet and being cleaned by the water in the pond.  So how will Ari ever win the staring contest?

He has an idea - he borrows Olive’s notebook and draws something inside - He rests the paper on the side of the bridge, it’s a drawing of his face, eyes wide open. “There, now things are fairer.” The fish stares at the drawing of Ari. They all laugh, they’re going to be there for a while. The fish’s mouth lets out some bubbles as we…

FADE OUT.

