ELINOR WONDERS WHY
Rain, Rain, Don’t Go Away!
PREMISE – 30/4/2019
By Rachel Lipman

Elinor’s Question: Why does it have to rain?
Logline: Disappointed that the rain has ruined their cloud gazing, the kids investigate where the rain goes to understand why it rains.
Curriculum Goals:  
ES 1 Earth Science Core Ideas ES1. Understand that the Earth is made up of a variety of natural materials. a. Explore and describe the characteristics of earth materials such as sand, rocks, soil, water, and air. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Elinor, Ari and Olive are in the park lying on their backs – cloud watching.  Oooh, there are so many interesting shapes in the sky – as they watch the white fluffy clouds form flowers, pickles, butterflies and bunnies (just like you, Elinor!) However, after a little while, they notice the clouds are changing, getting bigger and greyer – that one looks like a mountain, that one looks like a space ship – that one looks like…plink! A drop of rain lands.  Huh?  Then another. Then another and another, then suddenly the kids are deluged by a gentle, summer shower. Wha-oh!  They run for cover, quite disappointed that their creative cloud-watching is over, “Aww, man…” Might as well go home. 

As Elinor, Ari and Olive make their way home, Ari is still stewing a little.  “Why does it have to rain, anyway?”  Hmmmm, good question, says Elinor. Her curiosity is piqued, so she and her friends start paying attention to the rain and how it changes the park.  They notice the grass is glistening and green and drops cling to the wet leaves overhead. Everything looks so clean, and Olive says it’s like a giant shower from the sky!  Or a giant water fountain, says Ari as he tilts his head back and drinks.  Hmmm, that’s true says Elinor and she notices how the rain pools in the garden. Looks like the rain is giving the plants a drink, too. By now the rain is running down the path towards the pond – which is filling up, and the fish seem very happy. And Olive notices the birdbaths are filling up too (as the birds watch from the shelter of the tree).  And what’s even better, by now the rain is starting to make nice, big puddles. Ari is about to stomp in one but looks down and sees Norma and Lulu crossing the path, heads out of their shells as they move along. They look so happy, wet  and slimy – obviously they LOVE the rain, as do the worms and slugs and oh, look, there’s a frog happily hopping along, he loves the rain too!  

Inspired by all the plants and creatures they see enjoying the rain, the kids’ perspective starts to change. Maybe this rain isn’t so bad after all?   Rain does a lot of good things – washes the leaves, gives a drink to the plants, fills the ponds for the fish and birdbaths where birds can bathe and drink, and keep snails and frogs slimy and happy. And more than that, it just feels good!  The kids start to dance around in the rain, enjoying their wet selves. Yep, there are a LOT of good things that happen when it rains, but the kids all agree on the BEST thing -  RAIN PUDDLES to jump in!!   Whoo-hooo!! 

Sara Sweetman Notes:
Rain Rain Go Away- This has lots of promise for visual beauty.  I have always thought that we (adults) push our dislike of rain onto young children.  In some places and cultures this happens less.  By preschool though many kids have associated rain with negative thoughts, so I love the attempt to shift mindsets from "rain is bad let's get out of it, to rain can be fascinating let's investigate it".   I caution you to not try to show too many reasons why rain is good but rather pick a few and show multiple examples of for whom or how those example benefit.  I am very supportive of celebrating the exploration in the rain but I do wonder if it's appropriate to squeeze in that there are times when playing and investing the rain is good and there are times (like when you just got dressed to go visiting someone or somewhere) that its not so good so we might use umbrellas or raincoats?


