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Follows 136B: After a noisy woodpecker keeps waking Baby Miri, Elinor, Olive and Ari are able to solve the problem by observing both the woodpeckers and Ari’s drum-playing.

Curriculum: The kids learn that different kinds of woodpeckers make different kinds of drumming patterns to talk to each other.

Curriculum Goals: LS2c: Compare how the external body parts of animals and plants are the same and/or different. [The kids notice that bigger woodpeckers have bigger beaks and make louder sounds.]
LS8a: Observe and describe similarities and differences across different types of plants and animals. [The kids learn to tell different woodpecker drumming calls apart.]

Note: Woodpeckers don’t make songs (though they do make calls). They use drumming sounds to announce their territories and communicate with mates. They don’t drill into wood when they make these sounds; it’s purely for communication and not for finding food or building a nesting hole.

1. Intro – Elinor, Ari, and Olive are playing outside at recess when they hear a high-pitched, fast rattling drum and see a medium-sized woodpecker (a Hairy Woodpecker) banging its beak on a tree. Then they hear a deep, drumming sound that trails off. They look in the trees and see an enormous woodpecker (a Pileated Woodpecker) drumming on a different tree. Do different woodpeckers make different drumming sounds? The kids go ask Mz. Mole about it. She excitedly confirms that different kinds of woodpeckers do different drum solos, and she sits on a stump and pulls out a book to prove it.	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: To draw in the audience, who may not (yet) be fascinated with birds, consider starting with a small mystery. The kids hear a woodpecker. They look around and quickly spot one. Was that the bird?  But when they see it drum, it doesn’t make the sound they heard! What?  Then they see another one that makes the original sound.  Oh! There are two kinds of woodpeckers.  Then MM tells them there are LOTS of kinds. Woah! Cool! 

2. Mz. Mole’s book shows a nice spring forest. She explains that in the springtime, lots of birds sing pretty songs to talk to each other (we hear a few cute songs). But woodpeckers can’t sing. Instead, they use their big beaks to bang on trees. Her book shows a Hairy Woodpecker drumming on a tree. It makes fast drumrolls with breaks in between. “Like THIS,” says Mz. Mole, and we cut back to her – she has put on a hat that looks like a Hairy Woodpecker head, and she taps out the Hairy Woodpecker sound on the stump with a couple of sticks. Cut back to the book, and Mz. Mole explains that some woodpeckers, like the Pileated Woodpecker, are bigger and have gigantic beaks, so they do deep-sounding, powerful drums. We see a Pileated Woodpecker drumming and hear the sound. Some woodpeckers make stranger sounds; the book shows a Yellow-bellied Sapsucker making a different drum that sounds like someone tapping haphazardly on a desk. We see the drumming and hear the sound. The forest is full of different drum solos!	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: This is the core learn: woodpeckers drum to talk to each other, like birds use song.  Draw this out a bit so the audience understands the parallel	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: Cute, but not sure we need the constume. How about she uses a drumstick?	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: In this section, go deep on the awesome beauty and diversity of woodpeckers. Kids probably think there is just one kind.

3. Cut back to the kids. Ari says that hearing all of this drumming has him itching to try these new sounds. Mz. Mole says “I thought you’d never ask!” She quickly passes around hats that look like different woodpecker heads, and the kids all loudly drum on different logs and stumps to make the different woodpecker sounds. It’s total mayhem. In the middle of it, Mz. Mole sighs and says “Ahhh, I love the soothing sounds of nature.”	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: Very fun, but it seems a bit impractical for them to drum with their heads. How about she gives them all different kinds of drumsticks.
