
ELINOR WONDERS WHY
These Sneezes	Comment by Natalie Engel: Sneezing is always comedy gold for this age group.  The story feels a little thin at the moment, though – does enough happen to keep kids hooked? Is there enough of an emotional driver for the story? What can we do to make this a little more exciting?
By: Dave Dias
PREMISE – April 4th, 2019

Elinor’s Question: Why do we sneeze?
Logline: Elinor and her friends are trying to make a birdhouse but run into trouble when they start sneezing.	Comment by Anne E. Lund: They’ve made birdhouses before.  Is there something different they could be doing/building? Maybe connect more to something that Elinor’s Dad would really like at the end?

Curriculum Goals:
SEP – To be determined at outline.
LS2 - Understand that animals have different body parts that are used in different ways to meet their needs, and that plants have different parts that help them survive and grow: a) Identify body parts of animals and their function. (Elinor discovers that sneezes help stop unwanted things from getting breathed into your nose.)

[bookmark: _Hlk3821591]Elinor, Olive, and Ari are assembling a birdhouse (carefully gluing together pre-cut pieces) in Elinor’s back yard (near a bank of flowers). But Olive’s nose gets itchy and she sneezes: AAACHOOO!! And the birdhouse collapses. Uh-oh. Elinor says not to worry, everybody sneezes sometimes. But Olive soon feels another nose tickle and sneezes again.  And again.  Hmmm. Maybe we’d better move to a better place to make the birdhouse. 	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Why? To get away from Olive’s sneezes?  Not clear on why they are moving. Are they going to guess that the flowers are the problem?

[bookmark: _GoBack]So Elinor and her friends move to a table beside the garage that Dad uses for his saw sometimes.  The table is covered in sawdust so Elinor carefully whisks it off with the whisk broom (causing a stir of sawdust).  But as they start to work on their birdhouse again this time it’s Ari who sneezes, once, twice then again!  The birdhouse collapses.  What’s going on?  Why is everybody sneezing?   The kids look around and notice the sawdust floating in the air.  Hmmm.  Maybe THAT has something to do with the sneezing?  As if to confirm, Ari sneezes again – then we hear three more sneezes from OS.  Wait a minute – THAT’s not Ari!  If Ari’s not sneezing, then who is?  	Comment by Kevin Micallef: We dont have a garage in our designs for any of the homes in this world - we could have it table with a few tools beside the house as is he was doing some work recently 

The kids go around the house to find Dad on the back deck, snuggled in a blanket with a mug of tea, sneezing into a tissue and groaning.  Dad?  Are you okay?  Dad says he’s okay “I just have a code in my node.” Huh?  After he says it again and sneezes, Elinor and her friends figure out Dad has a cold in his nose.  That’s why his nose is so drippy.  “That’s ride.” Says Dad sneezing again and reminding the kids to stay away from him. But why is he sneezing?  Maybe it’s to get all those boogers OUT of his nose.  Dad nods, that’s right.  It’s like coughing for your nose.  You sneeze to get things OUT that don’t belong. Like a cold.  Or sawdust! Says Ari.  Okay that explains why Ari was sneezing around the worktable, but why did Olive sneeze near the flowers?  They need MORE observations.  Near the flowers they see some tiny bits of something in the air – what is it?  Olive knows – it’s pollen from the flowers. Then Olive sees something she didn’t see before – a certain type of flower (ragweed) that she recognizes, hidden in the other flowers.  She knows she’s allergic to that kind of flower, which means that when the pollen gets in her trunk it really makes her sneeze, more than other people.  And, at that moment A-CHOO, A-CHOO!  She starts to sneeze.  “We’d better get out of here,” says Elinor.  So they decide to assemble the birdhouse INSIDE the house at the kitchen table – away from the sawdust, the pollen AND Elinor’s Dad, who is sneezing in the living room. But once they finish their birdhouse, where to hang it? The kids think about it and then decide to hang it in the FRONT yard right outside the window so Elinor’s Dad can enjoy the birds.  Feel better Dad. 	Comment by Kevin Micallef: We dont have a back deck in the backyard design - there are a few steps from the back door of the kitchen where we can have dad sitting on a chair	Comment by Anne E. Lund: This isn’t really an accurate way to talk about colds.  They could just say he has a cold and its making him sneeze.	Comment by Anne E. Lund: We don’t technically sneeze out the cold, right? Sneezing when we have a cold is because our nasal passages are irritated and inflamed. (Sneezing from allergies is similar because our body thinks we are being invaded by germs and the release of histamines causes the nasal irritation that sparks the sneeze.) Not the same as why we sneeze otherwise which is to keep and get things out that are irritating our nasal passages – like the sawdust.	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Might be a little hard to see this in reality?  Maybe they see a dusting of pollen on the table they were working at?	Comment by Natalie Engel: What is pollen (need to define), and how does Olive know about it?	Comment by Kevin Micallef: So i assume he came inside from the backyard at some point. 	Comment by Anne E. Lund: This is cute but felt a bit disconnected from the crux of the story.  Do we know Elinor’s Dad likes to watch birds outside?  Want to find a way to make this gesture more connected. 	Comment by Kevin Micallef: They can hand it on the big tree in the side yard (there’s a large window where Dad can be laying on the couch and have a clear view of it) He wouldnt be able to see it from the living room if its in the front yard.

Sara Sweetman Notes:
I like the idea of introducing allergies because it is something that most kids are exposed to if not for themselves they know others with them.  It might be nice to learn that different people (or characters) can be allergic to different things in nature ...and that sneezing is one way our body helps protect itself...by pushing what we are allergic to out!
I also think the dad moments are funny and loving.




