


6

ELINOR WONDERS WHY
EP 134 Ari’s Lucky Jersey
By: Michael Foulke

Outline – May 23, 2019

Elinor’s Question: Why did this snake lose its skin?
Logline: When a baby snake in the care of Ranger Rabbit loses its skin, Elinor and friends try to help before learning that shedding skins is just a part of growing for snakes.
Curriculum Goals:	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Can you please include how these goals are represented in the story?
LS2: Understand that all animals have different body parts that are used in different ways to meet their needs, and that plants have different parts to help them survive and grow.
ND1: Understand that modes of life in the natural world and engineered solutions in the designed world have common patterns, and engineers often look to natural patterns for inspiration.
SEP3: Planning and carrying out investigations: compare and contrast objects by describing similarities and differences in detail.
SEP7: Engaging in argument from evidence: Engage in discussions before, during and after investigations. Support thinking and argue ideas with evidence.

[ J&D Top notes:
· Some nice moments, and the right ideas are there
· A couple of story beat tweaks, see notes below.
Thanks!
]


1. INT. ARI’S BEDROOM - MORNING

On a beautiful spring day, Elinor and Olive are waiting for Ari in his upside down bedroom as he frantically looks for something. The kids are all excited for a big soccer game happening later that day, but they can’t leave until Ari finds his lucky goalie jersey. As he continues to look in his messy room, throwing clothes to and fro, including on Olive and Elinor’s heads, the two girls don’t understand why Ari won’t just wear the shiny, brand new jersey the kids all got for this season. Ari points out a picture of the three of them at last year’s game.. Ari looks so happy because he made the winning save, which he attributes to wearing his lucky jersey.	Comment by Natalie Engel: Here are some overthought continuity notes that you can take or leave as you like: in “Look at What I Can Do,” the kids are first introduced to soccer as part of a school activity.  Here, it seems like they’ve been playing soccer on a formal team for a while (at least a year).  That’s the first continuity disconnect, which seems minor.

However, the other thing that this brings up is the implication that some time has passed between LWICD and this episode.  Does this matter at all? Maybe not. The only reason I think it might be worth consideration is because we’re making a point in this episode about growing over time – getting bigger, and not being able to wear the same things you wore the year before.  But in the world of our show, we treat the kids as perpetually the same age.  So there’s a slight disconnect there, too.  Again, this might not matter at all – I doubt anyone in the audience would process this or think of it as an issue – but I wanted to make the note.  	Comment by Jorge Cham: So my 9 year old son was reading this and he immediately pointed out, “It’s been a whole year since the soccer episode??” (i.e. Look What I Can Do). It does seem a bit of a stretch (no pun intended) that they’ve gone from learning to play soccer in that episode to already been a year since they had a “big” game.  Maybe it can just be “Ari’s lucky shirt”, and instead of winning last year’s game, he just points out as evidence (with pictures) other instances when the shirt was lucky: he wore it the day they won the baseball game that one time, and he wore it the day that Mz. Mole brought a cake to class, and the day they found that cool bug in the forest (…or funny stuff like that). This might even make it more relatable to other kids, and show it’s more of an emotional connection that Ari has with the shirt.

As Ari finally finds the old, dirty, grass stained jersey, Elinor observes that Ari sure has grown a lot since that picture was taken. As we look at it and then see Ari next to Elinor and Olive, it is obvious he has grown since last year. Just in case we weren’t sure, Ari struggles to put on the long sleeve jersey, which is clearly too small for him. It is so small, in fact, that Ari can barely move or lift his arms. Elinor and Olive aren’t sure about this, so Elinor grabs Ari’s new jersey, just in case.	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: How do we see this? Only Ari has grown?  Maybe there needs to be a reference, like the picture was taken in his room and he looks shorter than some piece of furniture, whereas now he’s taller?
	Comment by Jorge Cham: Suggest removing the part that starts “Elinor observes…” and ends with “…obvious he has grown since last year.” You can replace it with Ari holding the shirt up to his body, and just having Elinor and Olive comment that it looks small now, and that it looks like he’s grown since the last he used the shirt.	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Does Ari put it over his current T-shirt? Or we set it up so the girls are preoccupied with something (maybe grabbing a soccer ball from the toy chest) and when we see ari again, he’s removed the regular T-shirt and now wearing the tight shirt 	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: This will be funny	Comment by Jorge Cham: Maybe she sticks the shirt in Olive’s satchel? So they are not carrying it around all the time.

2. EXT. PARK - DAY	Comment by Kevin Micallef: We have a soccer field designed just off school which we used for “look what I can do” - lets have it take place there so we can have them use the pitch and net

Later, Elinor, Olive and Ari are practicing at the park before the big game, but it’s not going well because Ari still can’t move his arms, making it impossible for him to catch, let alone stop, any shots. When Ari tries to pick up the soccer ball, he accidentally kicks it into his own net and when Olive and Elinor try a few more shots, he can’t stop any of them and gives myriad excuses for why not, including the shots being: too high, too low, too fast, too slow. Finally, Elinor shoots the ball and it hits Ari right in the chest, but he once again can’t stop the ball, so it bounces off of him and into the goal. When asked what was wrong with that shot, Ari simply replies, “That one was too close to me.”	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: This will be fun
	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Why? How does the shirt cause this?	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Maybe the visuals will help, but its hard to see why the tight fitting shirt is impeding him in this specific instance.	Comment by Natalie Engel: I think it’s that the shirt is restricting all arm movements, so Ari can’t block etc. – but it would be great if Mike can clarify.

Elinor suggests that he just put on his new jersey, but Ari is confident that when the time comes for the game, this lucky jersey will really help him out! The girls start to explain to Ari why he should wear his new jersey so he can, you know, move his arms! However, their discussion is interrupted as Ranger Rabbit comes into the park carrying a little terrarium, which, of course, piques Elinor and Olive’s curiosity, so they rush over to see what Ranger Rabbit found. Ari is also curious, but his jersey is so tight, he also can’t run,, so he has to slowly waddle over to Ranger Rabbit. 	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Can they give other reasons too?	Comment by Natalie Engel: This feels a bit random.  It feels like another story is introduced in the middle of this one: Ranger Rabbit suddenly appears in the middle of soccer practice with a snake in a terrarium.  It might make more sense to integrate these two threads a bit more naturally: for example, could Ranger Rabbit walk the kids to practice, then notice the snake near the field?	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: How does it restrict his legs?
	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Visually odd that he can’t run - suggest he runs but waddles quickly since he has to keep his arms still due to how tight his shirt is 	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Is the jersey impeding his legs somehow?

When all three kids finally get there, they all see what Ranger Rabbit is carrying: a little baby garter snake that she found all alone in the middle of town! Ranger Rabbit was concerned because, between everyone walking around and the traffic and lack of food, that is just not a safe place for a little baby snake to be. Ranger Rabbit thinks that the little guy must have gotten lost, so she picked him up and is going to take him back to his home in the forest, where he can be around all of his other snake friends out in the wild.	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Our town is designed to be very quiet. We dont have vehicles or ‘traffic’ - and is also surrounded by forest. We need to give her a reason to have carried it all the way from town to where the kids are since she would have walked through lots of forest area good enough to drop off the snake 
 
Elinor and Ari are very curious about the snake, but Olive isn’t so sure about getting near it. Ranger Rabbit says that Olive is right to be cautious around snakes because many species of snake are not friendly, but then assures Olive that this garter snake is a safe, friendly species. The kids gather around and observe the snake closely when Ari makes an observation: this snake’s skin looks a little dull and flaky, not smooth and shiny like a snake’s skin normally looks. And you can take his word for that, because he LOVES snakes! 	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Is this an OK way to describe a snake?  Maybe ask Sara.	Comment by Natalie Engel: It might be good to work in a mention about how kids should never touch a snake, no matter what.  And that Ranger Rabbit is able to handle it because she’s a park ranger, and her job is to help take care of the wildlife in the park.	Comment by Natalie Engel: If accurate, it would be great to also make the observation that the snake isn’t moving very fast, or that it looks like it’s straining to move, or that the snake looks uncomfortable… something to make the connection between Ari’s situation and the snake’s situation.  It feels like we can hit this parallel harder throughout the story.	Comment by Jorge Cham: “LOVES” might imply that Ari knows a lot about snakes, in which case he would know about the molting.  He could just say he thinks they’re SO COOL.

After taking a closer look, Ranger Rabbit agrees with Ari that the snake’s skin is a little flaky, but she promises him that the snake is fine and that is a perfectly normal thing to happen to a little growing snake like him. The kids want to go with Ranger Rabbit when she returns the snake to his home, but they are conflicted because they also need to practice for the big game, so Ranger Rabbit tells them to finish up their practice and she will wait for them until they’re done. In the mean time, she has some snake food at the ranger station, so the kids can help her feed the snake before going back to practice. Yay!	Comment by Jorge Cham: There’s no reason to highlight the conflict. Just remove this sentence, and have Ranger Rabbit say something like, “Why don’t you kids finish your practice and come to the ranger station when you’re done? We’ll give the snake some food and then take it to the forest” (or something like that).	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Is there such a thing?  Or should we say “food for the snake”	Comment by Kevin Micallef: I’m unclear - are they going to the ranger station before returning To practice? But the next seq they are heading to the ranger station after the practice concludes.

3. EXT. RANGER STATION - AFTERNOON

After their soccer practice concludes, Elinor and Olive are making no progress getting through to Ari about his jersey, but they are very excited to go back to the ranger station and see their new snake friend again! The kids want to hurry because the game will start soon, but Ari is still having trouble running… and even more trouble hurrying!

4. INT. RANGER STATION – DAY 
 
When the kids get to the ranger station, Ranger Rabbit tells the kids that she is going to get her coat  and then they’ll head out to the forest. While they wait, Elinor, Olive and Ari decide to check in on the snake and Ari is very surprised to find the snake in one corner of the terrarium… and what looks like another snake in the other corner! Thinking about it, Ari quickly concludes this could mean only one thing: the snakes are multiplying!!!	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: Instead of leaving the kids with the snake alone, just have her in the background, not interfering with their investigations? 	Comment by Kevin Micallef: The weather would need to be cold for her to have a coat as we don’t see our characters in coats. If Ranger Rabbit needs it then the kids would as well Suggest she mentions getting her hat instead 

Not wanting to cause a panic in poor Olive, who is still not so sure about this whole snake thing, Elinor pulls out her magnifying glass and explains that there must be a logical explanation as to why there are now two snakes in the terrarium. Elinor then gets to her investigation, quickly making a close-up observation that the “other snake” is not a snake at all. In fact, it looks like it’s almost like a piece of paper or something that just looks kinda like a snake, but how could that be? That wasn’t there before! Now curious, Olive begins to face her fears and peeks into the terrarium as she makes a key observation: the piece of paper doesn’t just look like A snake, it looks exactly like THAT snake! It’s almost like the snake… lost its skin!	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: This is the central moment of investigation for the kids
	Comment by Anne E. Lund: I almost want it to be Olive who loves snakes and Ari to be the one who is more hesitant.  Ari often dominates stories and here it feels a bit gendered to have the boy be super into snakes and the girl to be scared.	Comment by Natalie Engel: Agree.	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Maybe Ari instead?	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Hope they say more about how it looks like the snake.

This discovery floods the kids with questions: is the snake okay? How did this happen? And most importantly, why did this snake lose its skin? As they continue to observe, Ari remembers that the snake’s skin was all flaky and dull before, but now it looks all shiny and new, but how is that possible? It’s not like you can just get a whole new skin, can you? Elinor isn’t sure about that, but she also doesn’t think that this is that garter snake’s skin. Sure, they look very similar, but the problem is this old skin is too small to be from that snake. As the others look into the terrarium, they observe the snake slither past its stretched out old skin and the skin does indeed look too small for the snake as they are side by side. 	Comment by Jorge Cham: Suggest moving this to the end of the paragraph. It makes more sense for Elinor to voice her observation before Ari’s.	Comment by Jorge Cham: Delete this.	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Except a little bit ago, it said that it looked exactly like that snake.

At this point, Ranger Rabbit re-enters to find some VERY curious children waiting for her with lots of questions. After hearing them all, Ranger Rabbit explains that Elinor is right about the skin being too small, but this mysterious skin is that garter snake’s old skin. The shedding, or molting, of its skin means that the little garter snake is growing. 

Elinor and friends then learn that, while most creatures’ skins grow as they grow, like Rabbits, bats and elephants to name a few, snakes and a few other creatures have to shed their skins as they grow in a process call molting. Because this little baby snake was growing, its skin was probably getting very tight and uncomfortable, so it shed the old one in one big piece because it was time for a fresh, new layer of skin for the snake to grow into. Ari suddenly loves snakes even more and has only one follow up question: can he keep the old snake skin? Ranger Rabbit doesn’t see why not and a triumphant Ari grabs it. “Best day ever!”	Comment by Jorge Cham: Move this section to AFTER the song (see explanation later).	Comment by Natalie Engel: Why? What is Ari going to do with it? Personally, I think it would be better not to encourage kids to hold on to animal parts as souvenirs…	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: Nice moment.

Elinor is fascinated by this molting concept because “That is soooo interesting!” This fascination leads right into our ditty that Elinor and friends sing right to their new little snake friend:	Comment by Jorge Cham: This is the point where we want Ari to learn his lesson. For example, he could start asking questions that reveal why he’s hanging on to the shirt: “But, what if it liked the old skin? What if it was his lucky skin and he did all these cool things with it?” Ranger Rabbit and Elinor and Olive can catch on what he’s getting at, and give him the lesson he needs to learn.  Maybe Ranger Rabbit says something like, “Ari, growing up is a good thing, and sometimes that means we outgrow the things that used to fit us. But think of all the new and awesome things that the snake can do with his new skin.” Then Ari puts it all together and realizes he should let go of his old lucky shirt and give a new shirt a chance to be his new lucky shirt. Then, once everything is resolved (and Elinor or Olive gives Ari the shirt they grabbed), they sing the song as a celebration.

	When you’re a snake
	And it’s time to grow
	There is one thing
	That you need to know.

Your skin will start
To feel real tight
But don’t you worry
You’ll be alright!

	Because your old skin
	Will peel and shed
	And you’ll look be fresh and new
	From your tail to your head!	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Maybe “be” instead of “look”. Seems more than cosmetic.

As the song finishes up, Ari is very awkwardly trying to fit back into his lucky jersey and says that now he understands just how the snake feels! 	Comment by Jorge Cham: No need for this in new structure.	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Did he remove it? Otherwise Why is he trying to fit into it?

4. EXT. FOREST – DAY 

Later, Elinor, Ari and Olive all help Ranger Rabbit release the snake back into the woods behind the park. As they release the snake, it happily slithers away and right over to another snake! As the two snakes slither away, the kids, and Ranger Rabbit, are happy to see that their garter snake friend is back at home where he can have friends, plenty of food and a brand new shiny skin that fits just right! Speaking of that, Ari lets Olive and Elinor know that he has been thinking about it and they’re right. He is going to wear his new brand new, shiny jersey that fits just right so he can, you know, move his arms during the game. They both think that’s a great idea! 	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Do garter snakes do this? Are they social or solitary? (I like it but just wondering)	Comment by Jorge Cham: This is the part where Ari asks to keep the snake skin. Then instead of saying “best day ever!” he realizes that his new shirt is already lucky because he’s wearing it when he got this cool snake skin. This makes a nice emotional wrap up.	Comment by Jorge Cham: No need for this in new structure.

5. EXT. PARK - AFTERNOON

	Comment by Kevin Micallef: To keep numbers down for new designs. Let’s keep teams 4 on 4. 
Later, as the big game winds down, Elinor’s team is up by one and Ari is wearing his new jersey, which looks great AND fits perfectly, just like the snake! With the game on the line, the goat twins march down the field, passing the ball to each other and put a shot on goal… which Ari jumps through the air and extends his arms out to stop just as time expires! Ari has once again made the big save to win the game! Looks like Ari has a new lucky jersey!	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: Good triumphant ending.
	Comment by Jorge Cham: Maybe Ari realizes it’s not his lucky shirt, he’s just lucky to have such good friends.

THE END 

Sara Sweetman Notes:
I'm not sure how I missed this one.
I think this is a cute episode and relates to preschoolers because they do hold onto clothing that is too small.  
I wonder if there are too many transitions between the game and the snake watching or if they just feel that way because it is in outline form.  It would be great to get the word/ concept of MOLT into the song.  Also to point out toward the end how animals all grow but they do it very differently.
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