EWW Interstitial 134
Mz. Mole Storytime
The Atlas Moth
by Robert Sams

Follows: Episode 168 - A Moth Mystery
Curriculum: Elinor, Olive and Mz. Mole take a close look at a few interesting moths of the world, including  the world's largest moth - the atlas moth - a moth so big it is often mistaken for a bird!
LS8. Begin to understand that there are many different kinds of living things and how
they may be the same or different:

I. Intro scene in which the kids and Mz. Mole, Elinor and Olive are in the flower garden when a strange insect show up. It hovers and drinks from the flowers and almost looks like a hummingbird. But what is it? Mz. Mole explains that it is a moth!	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: “Amazing” or “beautiful” rather than strange. They mistake it for a butterfly or a hummingbird. It looks like a butterfly but is as big as a humming bird!  Then the kids can ask what a moth is.

II. Mz. Mole uses her book to show Elinor and Olive how moths around the world come in so many shapes, sizes and colors. A moth with spots on its wings that look just like eyes. A moth perfectly camouflaged to look like a dead leaf.  Moths bright green, or bright pink. A tiny moth, smaller than a grain of rice! And one of the largest, the atlas moth. When an atlas moth caterpillar first hatches from an egg, it is very small. But it eats plant leaves and grows to become a very large green caterpillar. The caterpillar spins a cocoon and later emerges as a giant colorful moth. For size comparison, we see the moth hanging onto someone’s hand, like in the image below. The atlas moth then takes flight. “The atlas moth is so big, that it is sometimes mistaken for a bird in flight.”	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: Great, and let’s set this in context of butterflies because that’s what kids at home are more likely to know more about. So include somewhere how moths are different from butterflies.


III.  The interstitial ends with everyone watching the hummingbird moth fly away. Elinor exclaims “Moths are magnificent!”	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: A bit grown up. Maybe connect with kids love for butterflies and the intro, like “As big as birds and as pretty as butterflies!” 
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