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Elinor's Question: Why do we sneeze?
Logline: As Elinor and her friends search for a good place to read their library books, they try to figure out why we sneeze. 
Curriculum Goals:
SEP4 - Analyzing and interpreting data. (d.) Talk about and reflect on what happened during an investigation or when solving a problem, and why it might have happened.  
LS2 - Understand that animals have different body parts that are used in different ways to meet their needs, and that plants have different parts that help them survive and grow: a) Identify body parts of animals and their function. (Elinor discovers that sneezes help get unwanted things out of your nose.)

EXT./INT. LIBRARY - FOYER - DAY
ELINOR, ARI, and OLIVE approach the LIBRARY DOOR. As he walks toward it, Ari plays with a CUP-AND-BALL LIKE TOY.
(NOTE: this made-up toy is like a regular cup and ball toy, only the ball isn’t attached by a string, and the HANDLE attached to the cup is HOLLOW and has a LITTLE PUMP like a slide whistle, so you can pump air up the handle to the cup to launch the ball into the air -- using the cup again to then catch the ball as it falls. This toy is the NATURAL DESIGN parallel to a nose; it blows air like a nose sneezes). 
Pumping air into the little toy’s handle, Ari launches the ball upward from the cup. He then dashes forward to get under the arcing ball to he can catch it again in the cup -- and he does! He pumps his fist: “YES! Another great catch!” At this point however, he’s--
--INSIDE THE LIBRARY, where the LIBRARIAN reminds him he needs to be quiet. The startled Ari fumbles with his toy, causing the ball to drop out and roll on the ground until he recovers it. 
“Sorry,” he whispers to the Librarian. “We’ve been playing with my “Cup Blaster” all morning. It’s great!” Elinor giggles, then whispers to the Librarian: “But now we’re here to look at books, so we’ll be nice and quiet in the library.” The Librarian smiles back, warmly: “Sounds good to me.”

INT. LIBRARY - KIDS SECTION / READING NOOK - DAY
Elinor, Ari and Olive enter the KIDS AREA, framed by low bookshelves displaying PICTURE BOOKS, plus a variety of seating options in the READING NOOK, like club chairs and floor pillows for young visitors to kick back with a book.
Elinor twirls in place, taking in the sights of this area as she whispers that the library is one of her favorite places –“Books are AWESOME!” agrees Olive, whispering excitedly.
 
Elinor finds a picture book about rockets and takes it off a low bookshelf. This looks interesting! Ari has trouble deciding between a book on bulldozers or waterfalls -- is he feeling “diggy” or “watery” today? Olive looks through some picture books on another bookshelf. She notices that one book has fallen behind the rest on a low shelf. She wonders what that book is. 

Ari and Elinor gather to see what this book is as well, as Olive reaches in and pulls the book out. But as Olive opens it, its cover is so dusty that a LITTLE DUST CLOUD erupts, spraying dust into the air around their faces! The trio cough and wave their hands to disperse the dust. “Hooo! That book hasn’t been dusted in forever!” quips Ari. 

Instantly, their faces start scrunching up, noses twitching. Elinor’s ears waggle... and she SNEEZES: “Aaachooo!” making her friend <GIGGLE> INTERCUT with the Librarian at her desk as she hears the giggles and shushes at the reading nook. Then Ari sneezes: “Waaaaa-choo!” flinging his wings outwards as his bellow sends him flying backwards like a kite on his self-generated breeze, bumping into a chair and knocking it and himself over before doing one of his patented Ari recovers – making the girls try to stifle their laughter. The librarian now looks up from her post, started! She SHUSHES louder. 
NOTE: She is shushing because of the giggling, not the sneezing.

Ari and Elinor can’t help but giggle at each other’s sneezes. Olive comically struggles to hold in her sneeze, huffing and contorting as she covers her trunk. But she can’t stop what’s coming and she SNEEZES HUGELY: “AAAAAAAA-CHOOOOOOO!!!” The books on the bookshelf beside her blast flat from the breeze. The Librarian is so startled she tumbles out of her seat before leaping back to her feet to: “SHHHHH!!!” loudly.

Olive chuckles about her sneeze too, as Ari and Elinor tell her they’ve never heard her sneeze before -- and hers is the best by far! They quietly hi-five. But Elinor reminds them that they really do have to be quiet in the library. They return to their reading seats but moments later, their SNEEZES and GIGGLING resume! Seeing the exasperated Librarian, Elinor suggests to Ari and Olive that they just sign out their books instead and find somewhere else that’s less sneezy and giggly to read...

EXT. PARK - DAY

As the trio walk across the park with their backpacks (continuing their unseen check-out library books inside), Ari pumps the handle of his cup & ball toy again and launches the ball once more -- only he does it too eagerly, and the entire toy goes flying out of his hand and lands in the DIRT. Whoops! Ari rushes over to pick it up--

--but MR. DOG is there to get it first. He was walking through the park the other way when he saw Ari lose the toy. As Mr. Dog hands it back to Ari, his face crinkles, and he quickly turns his head away to emit a MUFFLED BARK-SNEEZE!

The kids are puzzled -- was that a bark or a sneeze? Elinor asks Mr. Dog if he’s okay. Yes, Mr. Dog replies, it was indeed a sneeze, due to the “code in bye node” (cold in his nose). Ari and Olive can’t make out what he’s saying in his stuffy, cold-addled voice, but Olive can interpret it no problem, much to Ari and Olive’s surprise. The kids hope Mr. Dog feels better soon, and they resume heading their separate ways, with the kids continuing their search for the perfect book-reading spot.

EXT. PARK - TREE NEXT TO FLOWER PATCH - CONTINUOUS

The friends arrive at a huge TREE next to a PATCH OF YELLOW FLOWERS. This place looks great to read at! The friends settle at the tree’s base, get out their library books, and begin to read. But before they can even turn the first page, Olive SNEEZES again -- loud enough to RATTLE the branch above her and cause leaves to shake off and rain on their heads.

Olive notices the nearby FLOWER PATCH -- and GROANS. She didn’t see those yellow flowers when they sat down. Those kinds of flowers are full of a special pollen and she’s allergic it, she says. What’s pollen, Ari asks. 

Olive shows Ari some of the fine yellow dust on one of the flower’s petals, which we SNAP IN TO SEE UP CLOSE. Olive says that pollen gets in her trunk and that’s what makes her sneeze. On cue, Olive’s trunk starts to tickle again: A-CHOO! She blows Ari’s toy right out of his hand again, only this time, it goes rolling down a hill, forcing him to chase after it. Sorry, she tells Ari and Elinor. But this reading spot’s no good for her, she has to move!

As the kids prepare to leave the tree area, Ari charges back with his recovered up and ball toy. Oh well, he says, more time to play with his toy until they find another good reading spot. But for some reason, his cup and ball toy won’t PUMP, it’s stuck. 

But Elinor’s focus is on Olive, who’s fighting a sneeze once again. This is twice they’ve had to move from their reading spots because of sneezing. Elinor wonders: “Why DO we sneeze, anyway?” Olive doesn’t know, but she’d sure like to find out. Then we need MORE observations, Elinor says! 

Elinor examines the flower patch again, while Olive, despite moving farther away from the flowers, continues to fight sneezes. Elinor recaps what they know: first, that the pollen on these flowers caused Olive to sneeze. That’s right, confirms Olive, between sneezes, explaining that the pollen got in her trunk and then: aachoo! Olive then reacts with confusion as Ari walks right up to her face to look at her nose. That’s why you’re still sneezing then, Ari says -- he can see some pollen still on the side of her nose. Olive brushes it off -- and immediately stops sneezing. She’s hugely relived. Oh thank you Ari, thank you, she says, asking if she can give him a hug. Yes, he says, bracing himself. She gives him a great big hug before letting him go. Ari smiles, impressed. She’s the strongest hugger he knows!

Spotting the still-sneezing Mr. Dog returning through the park again, Elinor offers him some tissues from her backpack. And just in time too, as another sneeze builds and he gets a tissue to his nose just in time to muffle it. 

And your sneezing is because of your cold, right Mr. Dog, she inquires. Yes, he says. His cold makes his nose runny, and that tickles the inside of his nose, causing him to sneeze. Once again, while Ari and Olive have no idea what Mr. Dog is saying in his cold-addled mumbling between sniffles, Elinor has zero problem understanding him. That’s a real talent!

Mr. Dog exits, leaving Elinor and her friends to ponder (and Ari to grow increasingly frustrated at being unable to pump his cup and ball toy). So... pollen at this flower patch caused Olive to sneeze... and Mr. Dog’s runny nose from his cold causes him to sneeze... but what about when all of them sneezed at the library?

A THOUGHT BUBBLE APPEARS above Elinor as she recalls the earlier events in the library. Olive spots the hard-to-reach book hidden behind the others on the bookshelf. Pulls it out and opens it, only to spray dust everywhere from the super-dusty book... dust that got in their noses... which caused all of them to sneeze! The THOUGHT BUBBLE VANISHES--

Elinor fills with realization! Each time Olive, or Mr. Dog, or the three of them sneezed, something got in their noses that shouldn’t be there, and that caused them to sneeze. So the reason why they sneeze... is because that’s how their bodies get unwanted stuff out of their noses!

Off that, Elinor breaks into SONG! Visually, she gestures to the noses of herself and her friends in turn, then returns to the flower pollen she pointed out moments ago:

SONG: “SNEEZE IT OUT”
ELINOR (singing):
Your nose is used for smelling
And it’s also used for breathing
When dust or pollen gets in your nose,
Your body gets it out by sneezing!
ELINOR/OLIVE/ARI (singing)
A-choo, a-choo, achoo-hoo-hoo!
We blew it out, hooray, woo-hoo!
Sneezing! That’s what got it out!
From all our noses, so now we shout:
That’s what sneezing’s all about!
SONG ENDS.

The kids are thrilled to have figured out the cause of their sneezing. Now if Ari could only get his cup and ball toy working again!.. 

Elinor and Olive examine the toy and see dirt on it from its many drops. Olive pulls the ball out of the cup, where it sat atop a set-in hole where the air gets pushed up from the hollow handle. The girls can see DIRT has gotten inside it. “Look, Ari! Your toy has dirt in there where there shouldn’t be any.” Elinor smiles in realization: “Kinda like our noses when dust or pollen got in them... and needed to get out!”

Ari smiles, readying the pump on the toy as the girls take a step back: “And the way to do that, is ‘sneeze’ it out!” He mimics the act of sneezing: “Aaachoo!” as he pushes the pump up, blowing air into the handle and blasting out the dirt!

Olive puts the ball back atop the hole in the cup, and Ari tries the handle again. The ball blasts out of it again, no problem! Elinor catches the ball and the three friends cheer. “Now to get back to our reading,” Elinor says, leading the friends away, as we WIPE TO:

INT. LIBRARY - READING NOOK AREA - LATER

CLOSE on a hand using a RAG to wipe the remaining DUST off the book Olive took from the bookshelf from earlier.

[bookmark: _GoBack]WIDER TO REVEAL it’s the Librarian wiping the book off, with Elinor, Ari, and Olive using rags as well to wipe other areas of that bookcase: other books, shelves, etc. A few more wipes and they’re done.  The Librarian smiles, thanking the kids for bringing the dusty book to her attention, it shouldn’t cause them any further sneezing. 

Elinor, Ari, and Olive kick back in their seating spots with their books, smiling with satisfaction. Elinor: “And no more sneezing means a lot more--” Catching herself getting a little loud on that last phrase, Elinor chuckles, whispering the last word: “...reading!”
THE END
