ELINOR’S TOWN
Make Music, Naturally
Premise by Kate Barris
April 02, 2019

Elinor’s Question: How can we make our own musical instruments?
Logline: Elinor wants to find a way to make music with Sr. Tapir. 

Curriculum Goals:

SEP – To be determined at outline.
 LS1​. Understand that all living things have external parts a. Identify and describe the physical characteristics of a variety of animals and plants b. Record observations about an animal’s or plant’s physical appearance. (Elinor and her friends observe plants and animals that make rhythmic sounds.)
ND3​. Understand that structures and materials in the natural world can be used or can inspire the engineering of structures with similar function in the designed world. (Elinor and her friends make percussion instruments inspired by what they’ve observed.)

Title: Make Music, Naturally	Comment by Kevin Micallef:  This will be a very cute episode. I’m assuming we will be having them create musical instruments that our audience can mimic at home? Ie. Beans in a paper-towel roll closed off at both ends… It’ll ne nice to include our Senior Tapir to one of the episodes as well 


Senor Tapir is coming to visit! Along with telling them great tales of adventure and exploration, Sr. Tapir also plays greats music. Elinor, Olive and Ari think it would be fun to surprise him by making some music of their own. But how? They don’t have any musical instruments. (Except for Olive who has her own built-in trumpet!) 	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Just want to note that Ari does have a drum set in his bedroom so lets be sure to have him mention it – but can say something about it being a bit difficult to carry 

Then, Elinor hears a tapping noise, that sounds like a drum. Could that be Sr. Tapir playing his drum? They’ve never seen Sr. Tapir play a drum. Then what’s that drumming sound? They search and discover a woodpecker tapping on a big branch in a tree. Could that little bird really be making that much noise with its little beak? They look more closely and discover that the woodpecker’s beak is so hard, it can actually make holes the bark to get at insects underneath it. And while doing that, it makes a very big sound!

Then they hear a rattling sound. When they hunt down the source, it seems to be coming from some bean pods blowing in the wind. But beans aren’t hard enough to make a rattling sound. Then they discover that the pods and the beans have dried out, so when the bean pods shake in the wind, the dried beans rattle against the dried pods. 

Suddenly Elinor has an idea. They may not have musical instruments like a guitar or a flute, but they can make their own drums and rattles to accompany Sr. Tapir.  Of course Sr. Tapir is thrilled with their natural, handmade instruments. They’re the best kind! And together they perform a song about making music – naturally.

Sara Sweetman notes  - I love the music episode.  I think the connection between hearing sounds in nature and making their own instruments is a strong enough engineering design connection for the whole episode.  Maybe they find different items to fill their shakers and realize that each shaker sounds a little different.  I think it is good as written though.
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