ELINOR WONDERS WHY
Senor Tapir
EWW Interstitial 132 D. André Green
PREMISE – Jan 23, 2020
By Rosemary Mosco

Follows 164 Butterfly Party: The kids learn all about what attracts butterflies and plant a butterfly garden for Olive's Mom's birthday.

Curriculum: D. André Green was curious to know how monarch butterflies know when to fly back from their winter homes. He discovered that monarchs can feel when it gets cold.

Curriculum Goals:  LS8d: Identify seasonal adaptations in physical characteristics or behaviors of animals [The kids learn that monarch butterflies change their behavior with the season. They migrate to warmer places for the winter, where they rest (enter diapause).]

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Intro: It’s early autumn in the park. The trees are just beginning to turn. Senor Tapir sits on a tree stump, and the kids are sitting around his feet. Olive says, “Brr, it’s getting cold. I think winter is coming – I can feel it.” A monarch butterfly flies by. “Ooh, a monarch butterfly!” says Elinor. Senor Tapir says, “Did you know that butterflies can also feel it when it gets cold? They can use it to tell what season it is!” The kids SFX: wow. Olive says, “But why do butterflies need to know what season it is?” Senor Tapir pauses to think. “Hmm, I think a song is coming – I can feel it.”	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: Nice. Try to reduce this to just 1 or 2 lines before ST starts singing, we are always crammed for time and don’t want to cut the song.

2. Song: Senor Tapir begins to sing, and we transition to a simpler style of animation that shows a monarch butterfly sitting on a flower. Senor Tapir explains that in the Fall, monarch butterflies take a long trip. They fly and fly until they reach a nice warm place to rest and spend the winter (we can’t exactly say that they go South, since the population Green studied goes kind of south-west). We see the monarch take off. It flies and flies over a couple of different simple landscapes, then lands to join a huge cluster of butterflies in a tree. We pull back to see D. André Green standing on the ground, looking up at the cluster, scratching his chin thoughtfully. Senor Tapir explains that scientist D. André Green was curious to know how the butterflies know how long to rest. How do they know when it’s time to fly back to their summer homes? So, D. André Green took a closer look. We see him pulling out a thermometer and looking closely at butterflies. We see the temperature drop—Green shivers—and the butterflies perk up and look around. Senor Tapir says that Green learned that butterflies can tell when it’s really cold. (He really did this in a lab, but I’m not sure if we want to show testing on animals?) Butterflies know when they’re hitting the deepest part of winter. So, they know that spring will come soon. And when the time is right… D. André Green steps back. All the butterflies flutter and begin to fly away (one briefly lands on Green’s head.)	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: Try to bring Green into it from the beginning, show his interest/excitement about butterflies	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: I think this will be tricky to convey, so let’s focus on (1) the curiosity (how do the butterflies know when its time to go? Do they see snow? Do they follow birds?) so there’s time to get the audience curious about this, and (2) the answer (they FEEL the cold!). I don’t think there’s time to explain his experiment.
	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: Cute ending!   But to avoid being negative, just have him get up to leave: And now it’s time for me to travel home.  Why, Sr. Tapir? Are you feeling the cold? No, it’s time for lunch and I feel hungry!

3. Outro: Cut back to Senor Tapir. Olive says, “That was a great song.” Elinor: “Can we hear another one?” But Senor Tapir says, “Hmm. No, it’s time for me to travel home and eat lunch. I can feel it.” He puts his hand on his tummy and we hear loud rumbling. The kids laugh.
