ELINOR WONDERS WHY
Make Music, Naturally!
Outline
April 15, 2019

Elinor’s Question: How can we make our own musical instruments?

Logline: Elinor wants to find a way to make music with Sr. Tapir. 

Curriculum Goals:
SEP1. Asking questions
a. Demonstrate curiosity about the greater world outside of their local environment
c. Ask and/or identify cause and effect questions that can be answered by an investigation 
SEP4. Analyzing and interpreting data
b. Use the 5 senses and simple tools to gather and record data
SEP6. Constructing explanations
a. Use background knowledge experiences, and data to construct reasonable explanations and theories of natural phenomena
LS1​. Understand that all living things have external parts a. Identify and describe the physical characteristics of a variety of animals and plants b. Record observations about an animal’s or plant’s physical appearance. (Elinor and her friends observe plants and animals that make rhythmic sounds.)
ND3​. Understand that structures and materials in the natural world can be used or can inspire the engineering of structures with similar function in the designed world. (Elinor and her friends make percussion instruments inspired by what they’ve observed.)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Daniel and Jorge top-level comments: 

Fun stuff, lots of cute moments and good observations. The “I hear” game is a great way to open and get the audience thinking about listening. 

(1) Let’s enhance the CURIOSITY element of their exploration.  Our stories often work best when there is a problem and they stumble over a solution not by directly looking for it, but by following their curiosity.  The outline does a good job of this, but in the script draft please amp up the emphasis on the curiosity (“What’s making those noises? What could it be??”). A way to enhance this is to expand their hypothesizing: coming up with silly but reasonable kid-like explanations for what might be making these sounds.

(2)  The kids’ motivation feels like it could be stronger. Currently, they hear about the concert, want to LISTEN but not PARTICIPATE, and then change their minds when it’s too late to go back for instruments.  The barrier to doubling back and getting their instruments feels a bit thin, and the whole structure feels a bit too elaborate.

 Instead, we think it would work better and more simply if it flows like:
a. Start the story in the park, as they play their “I hear” game but they hear Sr Tapir playing instead of Mr Rabbit. 
b. Senor Tapir describes the concert (he’s so fun, let’s meet him earlier and have him share his enthusiasm) and says everyone can join.
c. the kinds want IMMEDIATELY to join
d. the problem is that they don’t have instruments, not even at home (except Olive, who should TOTALLY use her trunk as an instrument in the concert).  [ This might be more relatable to kids at home whose families don’t have / can’t afford instruments.]
e. they are thinking about it when they hear more weird sounds and follow them to discover more natural instruments 
f. they use that inspiration to fashion instruments for Ari and Elinor
g. they play in the concert (Olive with her trunk, nix the leaves)


Characters: 
Elinor, Ari, Olive, Elinor’s Dad, Sr. Tapir
Locations:
Outside Elinor’s house, Forest, Park
Props: Ukulele, sticks, bean pods, beans, metal water bottle, branch with browned leaves, Sr. Tapir’s guitar





1. EXT. OUTSIDE ELINOR’S HOUSE – ESTABLISHING – DAY	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: I’m not convinced we need this.  The next scene does a nice job of establishing the sounds in their world.

ESTABLISHING SHOT. It’s a FALL DAY. We SEE and HEAR fall leaves RUSTLING in the breeze as we move in on ELINOR, ARI and OLIVE  outside, playing.


2. EXT. OUTSIDE ELINOR’S HOUSE - CONTINUING

Elinor, Ari and Olive are playing a game that Elinor’s made up called “I Hear With My Little Ear.” It’s Elinor’s turn. Elinor closes her eyes and listens. We hear different sounds of the backyard – BIRDS TWEETING, CRICKETS CHIRPING, LEAVE RUSTLING. Finally Elinor says, “I hear with my little ear … something that sounds like …!” Suddenly there’s the sound of someone plucking ukulele strings. “Music??” They turn and see Elinor’s dad playing the ukulele. They all go to him and he shows them how he makes music on the ukulele when he strums the strings. Elinor wonders why he decided to get his old ukulele out, and he explains that Senor Tapir is coming to town and he’s going to play a little concert in the park. He’s invited others to join him in making music, because as Senor Tapir says, “The great thing about music is that everyone can join in.” Elinor, Olive and Ari are excited about the idea of going to the concert, so they decide to head toward the park to get good seats. Elinor’s dad says he’s going to practice a little more first – the concert doesn’t start for a while.	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: Really like introducing the sounds of their world and getting us used to listening carefully.   Maybe have one non-interrupted round before they are interrupted so it’s clear how the game works.

The important part that works is that they are paying special attention to the noises around them.	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: Let’s bring Sr Tapir into this scene to explain This himself?
	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: See top note. This doesn't really feel like enough motivation -- they should want to play in the concert immediately and be encouraged to. The "problem" should be that they don't have instruments not that they "left them at home"


3. EXT. FOREST NEAR ELINOR’S – A LITTLE LATER

As make their way through the forest, Elinor balances on a fallen log and Olive and Ari follow her lead. They talk about how much fun it is when Senor Tapir comes to visit. Along with telling them great tales of adventure and exploration, Sr. Tapir also plays great music. Elinor, Olive and Ari are excited that Sr. Tapir has invited others to play along with him. Wouldn’t it be fun to surprise him by making some music of their own and play a song with Senor Tapir – just like Elinor’s father? Elinor points out there’s only one problem: They don’t have any musical instruments – like her father’s ukulele. Olive says with a sly smile that she has an instrument. Elinor is puzzled. What’s she talking about? Olive says she has her own built-in trumpet! And she demonstrates by trumpeting loudly! Elinor and Ari are knocked off the log by Olive’s trumpet sound, which makes them all laugh. But they want to play real musical instruments with Senor Tapir. Ari says he has his drum set – but it’s all the way back home. “And besides it’s way too big to take to the park to play with Senor Tapir.” They really wish they could make music with Senor Tapir.	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: This might be an opportunity for physical humor, where maybe they inadvertently make some noise, and we can show how the forest reacts to their noise (birds scatter etc)	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: See our top-level comments. It’s not quite a surprise since we learned that ST encourages everyone to play along.    And here we wonder why they didn’t have this idea while at home. We think its stronger if they don’t have any instruments of their own (even at home). That simplifies the plot points a bit and might resonate more with kids whose families don’t have instruments for the kids.	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: Olive’s music is “natural”, have her use her trunk as her instrument. But now Ari and Elinor need instruments.	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: See comment above. This feels a bit artificial, might be easier if they just don’t have their own instruments.


4. EXT. FURTHER INTO THE FOREST – A LITTLE LATER

As they continue walking through the forest, Elinor stops. “What’s that?” Ari wonders if they’re playing I Hear With My Little Ear again. She asks them to listen. At first all they hear is a RUSTLING sound. Olive points to some RED and ORANGE leaves rustling in the breeze. Elinor says that’s a nice sound, but it’s not what she heard. “Let’s listen again.” Suddenly they hear a loud TAP TAP TAPPING sound. It sounds like someone beating a kind of drum, or a wooden block. She says, kiddingly, “Ari, are you sure you didn’t bring your drum set with you?” Ari checks under his wings. “Nope, it’s not here.” Elinor says, “Then what’s making that tapping sound?” Olive wonders if it could be Sr. Tapir playing his drum? But they’re not close to the park yet, and it sounds much closer than that. Then what could it be? They search and all they see is a little bird tapping its beak on the trunk of a tree. At first they dismiss it because it seems impossible that such a small bird could be making SO much noise with its little beak. But when there’s nothing else that could possibly be making the tapping sound, they look more closely. Olive checks in her Nature Book and discovers that the bird is a woodpecker. She says the woodpecker’s beak is so hard, it can actually make holes the bark to get at insects underneath it. And while doing that, it makes a very big sound! “That’s SO interesting!” says Elinor. Ari agrees it’s interesting but reminds them that they’re on their way to the park so they can hear Senor Tapir’s concert. They continue on their way.	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: Great to have them hypothesizing. Can we make their suggestions a bit sillier and less practical, but still plausible?	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: They can confirm by hearing the sounds while watching the taps. Good opportunity for observing their own answers.


5. EXT. FURTHER IN THE FOREST – A LITTLE WHILE LATER

They continue to walk through the forest, with Elinor in the lead. Suddenly, Elinor stops. Olive and Ari bump into her and wonder why she stopped. “Listen.” Elinor says. “What’s that?” They get very quiet and they hear a RATTLE RATTLE RATTLE sound. “Ari. Did you bring your Maracas?” asks Elinor. Olive asks what Maracas are and Elinor describes them. She says they make a rattling sound just like … RATTLE RATTLE RATTLE. “Just like that!” says Elinor. Ari checks under his wings again. Nope. No maracas. They try to hunt down the source, and it leads them to some bean pods blowing in the wind. How can the rattling sounds be coming from bean pods? Beans aren’t hard enough to make a rattling sound. But as they observe and shake the bean pods, it’s clear that’s where the RATTLE RATTLE RATTLE is coming from. Ari remembers bean pods being green, like the beans inside them. But these bean pods aren’t green, they’re brown. And when they touch it, they discover the bean pod isn’t soft, it’s hard and dried out. Then they open up the pod and discover that the beans have also dried out. So when the bean pods shake in the wind, the dried beans rattle against the dried pods. “That’s SO interesting!” says Elinor. Olive agrees, but wonders what it has to do with playing instruments in Senor Tapir’s concert. 	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: Let’s not have the kids own instruments. Simple fix: “did you find some maracas” or similar.	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: Fun, nicely sets up their later invention as a legitimate-seeming instrument.	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: Have them do some fun speculation if possible.

Elinor smiles. She has an idea. She asks Olive if she’s got some kind of container in her satchel. Olive looks and pulls out her metal water bottle. “Perfect!” says Elinor. She lists the rest of the things they need: A bunch of those dried beans, a couple of good solid sticks and a branch with dried leaves still stuck to it. Olive and Ari ask what this is about and Elinor says it’ll all be clear when they meet back here.


6. EXT. FOREST – FOLLOWING

A short montage as Ari tests out some different sticks and picks a couple of strong ones, Olive opens up some of the bean pods and extracts a handful of dried beans, and Elinor hunts till she finds a branch lying on the ground, with some browned leaves attached.


7. EXT. FOREST – FOLLOWING

They meet back together with their findings, and Olive and Ari soon discover Elinor’s plan. When they put the beans in Olive’s water bottle and she shakes it, the rattling sound is like a maraca. When Ari whacks the two sticks together, he makes a TAP TAP TAPPING sound. And when Elinor shakes the branch, the leaves make a RUSTLING sound. Together they can provide all kinds of great sounds to play in Sr. Tapir’s concert.	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: The drum sticks and home-made maracas work well. The leaves less so.  But Olive doesn’t need an instrument, so let’s nix the leaves.


8. EXT. PARK – MOMENTS LATER

Elinor, Ari and Olive run up to Sr. Tapir who is strumming his guitar. They tell him they want to play with him in the concert. He’s delighted, and asks what instruments they will play. They explain that they don’t have musical instruments like a guitar or a ukulele, but they can make their own drums and rattles to accompany Sr. Tapir.  Of course Sr. Tapir is thrilled with their natural, handmade instruments. They’re the best kind! He sings a song, and they provide percussion with their instruments, and sing along.

SONG: MAKE MUSIC, NATURALLY

Sr. Tapir: 
There is music all around us	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: Very cute song overall.
From the birds and from the bees
From the babbling of a brook
And the whistling of a breeze
If you want to make some music
You can play along with me
Use your own imagination 
And make music, naturally!

Ari: I can tap these sticks just like a drum
Sr. Tapir: Tap along with me while I strum.

Olive: Hear the rattling sound I make	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: Give this to Elinor
When I give these beans a shake

Elinor: And this leafy branch I found	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: Write a verse for Olive that uses her natural trumpet!
Makes a whooshing, rustling sound

All: If you want to make some music
You can play along with me
Use your own imagination 
And make music, naturally!

Sr. Tapir and the kids are delighted with the song and their natural musical instruments. 



