EWW 130 Interstitial
Mz. Mole Storytime
Bird Sonar
By Robert Sams

Follows: Episode Echo Location
Curriculum: Bats are not the only flying animal to use sonar. A small bird called a swiftlet uses echolocation to safely navigate around dark caverns.

LS2: Animals have different parts that help them grow and survive.

I. The kids are on a walk in nature with Mz. Mole. They pass a rocky cave and watch as some birds dive and disappear into the cave super fast. The kids ask Mz. Mole what the birds are doing in there, because it’s too dark to see. Mz. Mole tells them that this cave is where the birds live and that they make their nests in the total darkness. The kids are amazed.	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: Make sure it’s clear these are a special kind of bird
II. [bookmark: _GoBack]Mz. Mole pulls out a storybook to show a story about a small bird called a swiftlet.  The swiftlet is a bird that uses SOUND to HEAR where the walls are without seeing them. By making chirps, the bird can safely fly through the cave without running into anything.   We see careful visuals illustrating this. The swiftlets make their nests in the total darkness and use the sound of their chirping to safely fly their way in and out of the cave.	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: A special bird
III. Mz. Mole and the kids watch as the birds fly out of the cave again super fast, surprising everyone.
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