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Mz. Mole Storytime
Walking On Snow
by Robert Sams

Follows: The Unsinkable Lynx
Logline: Mz. Mole and the kids take a close look at the ptarmigan, a chicken-sized bird that has built in snowshoes for walking on top of the snow.
Curriculum: LS2: Animals have different body parts that are used in different ways to meet their needs.
1. The intro scene is set in the classroom, and there is a winter wonderland outside the window. A bird lands on a birdfeeder and quickly flies away. The kids in the classroom watch as Mz. Mole puts on some fluffy white snowshoes over her feet. She explains that she is putting on her ptarmigan feet. The kids are very confused.	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: Let’s connect/reinforce with the premise of the episode.  Maybe the kids come in from recess and they are excited to tell Ms Mole how Gael can walk on top of the snow because of his big feet.  She tells them that there are also other animals that can walk on the snow…
2. Mz. Mole uses her pop-up storybook to give the children a close look at the ptarmigan. The children see how this bird transforms every year to become a winter champion of the snow. As winter approaches, the ptarmigan molts its brown feathers and becomes white, and amazingly, its toenails grow longer and its feet grow feathers all over. It grows snowshoes that allow it to walk on top of the snow without sinking in!	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: Fascinating, but let’s keep the focus on the feet, this is already a tricky topic and we want to have time for the concept to sink in and the kids to ask questions about it.	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: This is the focus.
3. The story ends as the kids want to know why Mz. Mole is wearing ptarmigan feet. Mz. Mole explains she just wanted to go out in the deep snow and fill the birdfeeders. The final shot is of her out on the snow filling the feeders as the kids laugh.	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: I think this ending still works, if Kevin doesn’t mind the design aspect.
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