ELINOR WONDERS WHY
EP 129 Bath Time
By: Adam Ruben

OUTLINE – April 3, 2019

Elinor’s Question: Why are baths important?	Comment by Natalie Engel: Thinking of this from Ari’s point of view, the question feels more along the lines of – “What happens if you don’t take a bath?” 
Logline: When Ari decides to boycott bathing, he soon realizes why animals keep themselves clean.
Curriculum Goals:
LS5. Begin to understand that animals and plants depend on other living things and nonliving things in the environment to meet some of their needs.	Comment by Natalie Engel: Could you expand on this? Not sure I understand where this comes through.
ND5. Appreciate that events are connected to each other via cause and effect and that similar links can be found in the natural and designed worlds.
SEP4. Analyzing and interpreting data: Use the five senses and simple tools to gather and record data.
SEP6. Constructing explanations: Use background knowledge, experiences, and data to construct reasonable explanations and theories of natural phenomena. 

1. INT. ARI’S LIVING ROOM – NIGHT

Open on a stuffed (plushie) bird soaring through the air, with sound effects. We ZOOM OUT to see it’s actually held by Ari, who’s having a great time playing with his favorite toy, a stuffed robin named Robin.	Comment by Natalie Engel: From Anne:
Another bird.  Love it but wonder if Ari might have a stuffed grasshopper or some other animal since we do have a lot of birds.
Natalie’s response – unless you specifically want to make the connection between Robin and the way birds keep clean? If so, that’s not coming through at the moment.

ANGLE ON: Mr. and Mrs. Bat sit in the living room, quietly reading while Ari plays. “Ari, it’s getting late,” his dad reminds him. “Time to take a bath and then get ready for bed.”

“Aw,” Ari says, disappointed. “But I’m having fun playing with Robin! I know I need to go to bed, but can’t I skip my bath, just this once?”

Ari makes his case (What’s the point of a bath anyway? Make himself wet, then make himself dry again?), and his parents agree that he can skip his bath tonight because he’s having so much fun playing.

2. INT. ARI’S BEDROOM – MORNING

Ari wakes up, and he’s thrilled: He skipped his bath, and nothing bad happened! “I even got extra time to play with you!” he says gleefully to Robin. Excitedly, he stands on top of his bed and proclaims to Robin that he will NEVER. BATHE. AGAIN!	Comment by Natalie Engel: Further to the note above, this feels like a continuation of that idea – what happens if you don’t take a bath? Well, nothing, at first…

3. INT. CLASSROOM – LATER THE SAME MORNING

Ari arrives at school and greets Elinor and Olive. He tells them about his amazing discovery: “I skipped my bath – and nothing bad happened!” Not only that, but Robin skipped his weekly trip through the washing machine and dryer.

Elinor and Olive agree that they sometimes skip baths, too, and that’s okay. “I’m not just talking about skipping yesterday’s bath,” says Ari gleefully. “I’m going to skip baths forever!”

WIPE TO:

4. INT. CLASSROOM – FIVE DAYS LATER

Ari arrives at school, happy as ever and humming a tune about how he still hasn’t bathed.

“Uh, Ari?” asks Olive. “Have you not taken a bath yet?”

“Nope!” he declares. “It’s been five days now, and Robin and I are getting so much more play time!” Ari takes Elinor and Olive on a “tour” of his newfound filth: jelly that spilled on his fur two days ago is still there, and between his toes there’s still sand from the sandbox!

Elinor wants to know what Ari’s parents think of his plan, and Ari says that they like to let him make his own mistakes.	Comment by Natalie Engel: We can see how this plays in the script, but this feels like a joke that will serve the adults but not the kids.  Anne notes that his parents could talk about how this could be a “good learning opportunity” to foreshadow that they think he might learn something about baths.

Mz. Mole calls the kids over to the rug for today’s lesson, and it’s about how animals keep themselves clean.	Comment by Natalie Engel:  I’m sure it’s a happy coincidence that Mz. Mole is introducing this unit at the same time that Ari’s cleanliness has reached an all-time low, but it reads a bit like she is doing this in reaction to Ari’s situation.  At least, if I were a kid who feels self-conscious about this sort of thing, that’s how I might take this – as a passive-aggressive attempt to broach the subject.  Wondering if we could experiment with moving this dust-bath scene up – maybe it’s the first thing that happens after Ari declares that he’s not taking baths anymore.  It could really raise the stakes for his level of filth, right off the bat.  Then, five days later, he’s got even more grime: jelly, sand, etc., and he’s starting to feel really gross and crusty.

TEXTBOOK CU: We see cartoonish illustrations of how birds preen their feathers, some fish clean each other, and chickens even take dust baths!

“A dust bath!” says Ari. “Now that’s my kind of bath!”

The recess bell sounds, and the kids run outside to recess.

5. EXT. PLAYGROUND – CONTINUOUS

Elinor, Olive, and Ari find a big pile of dust. When Mz. Mole walks over, Elinor asks how rolling in dirt can make chickens clean. Mz. Mole explains that sometimes chickens get little bugs living in their feathers, and rolling in the dust can help get rid of the bugs.

“You mean like THIS?” asks Ari, and he dives headfirst into the dust pile, rolling around and clucking like a chicken, which sends Elinor and Olive into hysterics. Mz. Mole is a little less happy about Ari rolling in the dust. “It’s birds that take dust baths,” she reminds him, “not bats!”

Laughing, Ari stands up, still holding Robin. They’re both Pigpen-level filthy now.

6. EXT. FOREST PATH – A FEW HOURS LATER

Elinor, Olive, and Ari are walking home from school. Elinor and Olive chat happily, but Ari is feeling crummy and coughing a little. “I don’t think that dust bath was a good idea,” he tells them. “I have dust in places I didn’t even know I had places!”	Comment by Natalie Engel: If you like this joke, let’s find a way to do it where it couldn’t be misconstrued as innuendo.

“Well,” suggests Olive, “when you get home, you can always take a bath.”

“But then Robin and I would miss some of our play time!” Ari counters.	Comment by Natalie Engel: I kept waiting for Ari to come up with something that would resolve this issue – like, he would put Robin in a Tupperware box and float her in the bathtub, so that they don’t have to lose valuable play time in the bath.

So Olive makes a list of the pros and cons of skipping baths. Of course, skipping the bath does mean a little more play time. But Ari can easily think of downsides: he kind of smells like peanut butter, he itches, and he feels a little yucky.	Comment by Natalie Engel: I love that Olive keeps track of things scientifically, but this feels awfully nerdy.  Can we think of another way to make the comparison?	Comment by Natalie Engel: This feels like an abrupt shift, coming off of a scene where he joyfully declared that a dust bath is his kind of bath.  Up until this point, not bathing has been all pros and no cons, as far as we can tell.  Again, this might play better if we have more time between the dust bath and Ari realizing that being dirty ain’t all it’s cracked up to be.	Comment by Natalie Engel: I also think we need to connect this more to the central question – at first, nothing happened when Ari skipped a bath.  But then, he started itching, smelling like peanut butter, etc.

SONG:

ARI:  Even though I like the tub,	Comment by Natalie Engel: Feels like Ari is expressing a different issue with bath time here than he had before. Also, it sounds like he actually likes taking bath, which is a shift.  Should the lyrics reflect more of the fact that he doesn’t want to stop playing in order to take a bath?
      The place where I can wash and scrub,
      No matter how I play and sweat,
      I just don’t feel like getting wet.

ELINOR:  But keeping clean means feeling well

[bookmark: _GoBack]OLIVE:  And also you don’t have to smell.	Comment by Natalie Engel: From Anne: Maybe could shift this to a positive – that it helps you smell nice and clean.

ELINOR:  So once you’ve walked home on this path

OLIVE:  Just go upstairs and take a bath!

“Look!” Elinor says suddenly. She points to the side of the path, where a bird is splashing in a puddle to bathe. The kids all comment on how much fun the bird is having while getting clean. Then Ari looks at Robin, and the toy has become nearly unrecognizably dirty.

Ari thanks Elinor and Olive, then runs the rest of the way home.

7. INT. ARI’S LIVING ROOM – CONTINUOUS

Ari runs inside, where his parents are sitting. “Mom, Dad,” Ari says, a little contrite, “I think I’m ready to take a bath.”	Comment by Natalie Engel: From Anne: Maybe he could say something to them about figuring out why baths can be good for you and they can be fun!

“Okay!” says Mrs. Bat, and she goes upstairs to start the water in the tub.

“Dad,” says Ari, “I think Robin is ready for a bath, too.” He hands the stuffed bird to Mr. Bat, who brings the toy to the washing machine.

8. INT. ARI’S BEDROOM – A BIT LATER

A squeaky clean Ari sighs contentedly in bed, holding the newly laundered Robin. “I’m glad you’re not the kind of bird that takes baths in the dust,” he says. “And I’m not the kind of bat who does, either!”

Ari yawns, and as he starts to nod off, he reassures Robin: “Don’t worry. We’ll have plenty of chances to get dirty again tomorrow.” He falls asleep, and we PAN OUT the window to see two birds in the tree next to Ari’s window, preening their feathers.

FADE OUT

THE END.
