ELINOR WONDERS WHY
Mz. Mole’s Storytime
EWW Interstitial 127 Stinky Surprise
PREMISE – November 26, 2019
By Rosemary Mosco

Follows 127 Follow Your Nose:  When Ari shows up with a stuffy nose and is unable to smell, Elinor and Olive follow their noses and learn the value of smelling (to help you find things, to tell you what is good to eat, and what isn’t).
 
Curriculum: The kids learn that some animals use stinky smells to protect themselves.

Curriculum Goals: LS2c: Compare how the external body parts of animals and plants are the same and/or different. [The kids learn that pinacate beetles store a stinky liquid in glands in their bodies.]
LS2d: Explore how different external features of an animal help it survive in its environment. [The kids learn that this stinky liquid helps keep pinacate beetles safe.]

[bookmark: _GoBack]Note: there are several species of pinacate beetle that spray in varying amounts. We can use the Armored Darkling Beetle because it sprays a long jet of stinky liquid!

NOTE to DANIEL: I left the ending as is, will give Jorge’s note to Rosemary to figure out after we get the rest of the notes.

1. Intro – Mz. Mole is midway through a lesson when she stops and twitches her nose. She can smell something stinky. She follows the smell, finds a rotten banana in a bag in her drawer that she forgot – she’ll put it in the compost after class. The kids say “eww”. But Mz. Mole says, “Don’t knock stinky smells! Did you know that stinky smells can be USEFUL?” The kids are intrigued. Mz. Mole heads back to the front of the class and brings out a book to prove it.

2. Mz. Mole’s book shows a pinacate beetle. Mz. Mole explains that this kind of beetle lives in the desert. The pinacate beetle doesn’t hide under a rock—you’ll find it strutting across the sand like it doesn’t have a care in the world. But it’s a big juicy beetle and it really stands out against the sand, so why isn’t it worried that another animal will eat it? That’s because this beetle has a secret power. Can you guess what it is? The kids guess that it has hidden spines, or a scary noise, or it can fly super fast. But then a hungry lizard walks up to the beetle, licking its chops. The beetle flips around and does a headstand. Confused, the lizard comes a little closer—and the beetle uses a gland in its body to spray a jet of reddish-brown stinky fluid at the lizard! Pee-eww! Grossed out, the lizard runs away. The pinacate beetle resumes its confident strut. It was saved by its stink.

3. Cut back to Mz. Mole. The bag with the stinky banana is still sitting next to her. She holds it up, thinking. “You know, since stinky smells can be so useful, maybe I should keep this banana around—better safe than sorry!” The kids laugh, grossed out. They warn her that if she carries around that rotten banana all the time, they may have to find a less-stinky school to go to.
