ELINOR WONDERS WHY
Mz. Mole’s Storytime
EWW Interstitial 125 Un-bee-lievable
PREMISE – October 22, 2019
By Rosemary Mosco

Follows 125B To Bee or Not to Bee: While on a picnic, Elinor tries to help her friend Koa get over his fear of bees, and realize the bees are just as scared of us as we are of them - maybe even  more.
 
Curriculum: The kids learn that some flies and other insects look like be bees so that other animals won’t bother them.

Curriculum Goals: LS2c: Compare how the external body parts of animals and plants are the same and/or different. [The kids compare bee and fly bodies.]
LS2d: Explore how different external features of an animal help it survive in its environment. [The kids learn why flies and other insects pretend to be bees.]

1. Intro – Elinor, Olive and Ari are looking at a bunch of flowers with bees on them. Elinor spots one “bee” that looks… different. She points it out to Mz. Mole, who excitedly exclaims that the kids have found a PRETENDER. She sits all the kids down and uses a book to explain that the “bee” is really a fly (a flower fly). 

2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Mz. Mole’s book shows a flower fly next to a bee, and arrows point out the similarities and differences. Like a bee, the flower fly has some beautiful stripes It also has clear wings like a bee. But look closely, and you’ll see some differences: it only has two wings instead of four, it has huge eyes, and it has tiny antennae. (As Mz. Mole mentions each of these parts, the corresponding insect wiggles that part.) But why pretend to be a bee? Most animals know not to bother bees because bees can sting. By pretending to be a bee, this flower fly won’t get bothered by anyone! Mz. Mole explains that lots of other insects pretend to be bees, including moths (eg. snowberry clearwing moth) and beetles (eg. hairy flower scarab), and we see these appear in the book. 

3. Cut back to Mz. Mole, who is now wearing a striped sweater, a pair of homemade wings and antennae.  She begins to zoom around through the crowd of kids. “And now you’re probably asking… where did Mz. Mole go? And how did this giant bee get in here? Bzzzz!” Laughing, the kids tell her they know she’s a pretender. “Well,” she says to the flower fly, “We tried our best, but these kids are too smart - they don’t bee-lieve us.” Laughter.

