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Elinor’s Question: Why are the plants different at my grandparents’ house?

Logline: Elinor learns that different plants grow in different environments.

Curriculum Goals:
· LS5c: Recognize that each kind of living things has a habitat that has resources to meet its unique needs [Elinor learns that different habitats support different plants]
· LS3:  Understand that all animals need food in order to live and grow, that they get their food from plants or from other animals, and that plants need water and light to live and grow [Elinor learns that plants need water and sun]
· SEP1a: Demonstrate curiosity about the greater world outside of their local environment [Elinor wonders why plants in the desert are different]
· SEP3b: Compare and contrast objects and events by describing similarities and differences in detail [Elinor makes a list of desert and home veggies and compares them]
· SEP6a: Use background knowledge experiences, and data to construct reasonable explanations and theories of natural phenomena (science) [Elinor explains why the different environment means different plants]





1. EXT BACKYARD ELINOR’S HOUSE -- DAY

It’s late afternoon in the Rabbit house, and we find Elinor and Ari outside in the vegetable garden. “C’mon Ari,” says Elinor, “We need to find all the veggies on this list.” Elinor is holding a cooking recipe with a list of vegetables: we see drawings of peas, potatoes, cauliflower, carrots and radishes. Ari, who is holding the basket with the vegetables they’ve picked so far, says he’s glad to be having dinner at Elinor’s House because the food is always yummy. Elinor tells him he’s in for a treat, because tonight they are making her favorite: “Backyard Soup”! 
Ari is excited but then thinks: Wait, is that soup made from back yard? He looks down at the wet (almost puddle-y) soil at his feet and seems concerned. Elinor explains that it’s just vegetable soup, but they call it Backyard Soup because all the vegetables grow in their backyard. Elinor checks her list and says they got all the vegetables they need.  Ari looks at the basket and the garden and notices there are a lot of vegetables!  Elinor says that although  it’s warm and sunny now, it’s been nice and rainy lately, so the plants all got plenty of water to help them grow. Plants need water AND sun. 

2. INT KITCHEN ELINOR’S HOUSE -- DAY

A little later, they are enjoying the freshly prepared soup. Mr. Rabbit, wearing an apron, thanks the kids for helping gather the vegetables and prepare the soup. Ari thinks it’s delicious and asks for more, his third bowl! Elinor thinks it's the best version of Backyard Soup they have ever made.

Ranger Rabbit (Elinor’s Mom) reminds Elinor that they are going to take the train tomorrow to go see her grandparents. Elinor says she loves the train and can’t wait to see her BunBun and BuniBuni (that’s what she calls her grandparents). Ari asks where Elinor’s grandparents live.  Elinor says that they live outside of Animal Town in a place called Desert Town, but she hasn’t been there since she was a baby so she doesn’t really remember.

Then Elinor has a great idea!  She’s going to make Backyard soup for her grandparents at their house.  She holds up the recipe they just used. If Ari loved it, they’re going to love it, too! Ari thinks that’s a great idea, and asks for a fourth bowl of soup.

3. EXT. SUNSET/SUNRISE – Train Station

We see the sun set over animal town and a new day starts. The early morning train pulls into Animal Town Station.

4. INT TRAIN – DAY

Open on Elinor settling into her seat by the window. Ranger Rabbit sits down while Mr. Rabbit puts a few of their bags in the overhead shelf. Elinor mentions that she is sooo excited to see her grandparents! And she can’t wait to prepare her favorite soup for them (holding the ingredient list). She hopes her grandparents like it as much as she does!

The train pulls away from the station.  Here we go! Elinor’s parents settle in with their book/papers while Elinor looks out the window. She watches in wonderment as the train leaves Animal Town, and we see that the landscape is full of trees and flowers and greenery.

Over music, we crossfade to show the passage of time as the train rolls along the countryside. The lush green of the forest soon gives way to a sparser environment and the scene looks different: shorter bushes, few trees, a little browner.  Elinor looks curiously engaged. Soon, the landscape looks even more arid, and the train pulls to a stop. Elinor exclaims: “We’re here!”

5. EXT DESERT TOWN TRAIN STATION - DAY

Outside, we see the station at her grandparent’s town.  It’s a dry desert, and there are cacti and short shrubs around. Elinor is very excited to see her grandparents. BunBun! BuniBuni! We meet Elinor’s grandparents: BunBun (Grandpa Rabbit) and BuniBuni (Grandma Rabbit) give big hugs to everyone. In the way they talk and in their mannerisms, we see a few of the traits that make Elinor who she is: BuniBuni is very curious, and BunBun is very optimistic and cheerful.  As they walk away from the station, Elinor comments on how different it is here.  It’s hotter (she’s working up a sweat), which Mr. Rabbit agrees to (he’s sweating buckets), and the ground looks different: there’s almost no grass and the dirt doesn’t look like the dirt back home. Ranger Rabbit notes that it’s dry, and explains to Elinor that it means there’s less water around. Well, says Elinor, hot or cold, dry or wet, she’s happy to see her grandparents!

6. INT GRANDPARENTS KITCHEN – DAY

We open in the Grandparents’ kitchen, as Elinor gulps down a whole glass of water.  

Grandpa Rabbit asks her what she would like to do first, and she’s ready with her idea. She tells him about her favorite soup in the world, and how she (and her parents) are going to make it for them. She brings out her list and tells her grandparents not to worry, that she’s going to go get all the ingredients herself. She grabs a basket and runs outside to their yard.

7. EXT GRANDPARENTS YARD AND GARDEN – DAY

Outside, Elinor checks her list. Her grandparents have a garden, but it’s a good bit different that the one she has at home. It’s more of a desert garden, with different plants.

Elinor goes down her list.  First, she looks for peas. She walks around the rows of plants, but she can’t find any! She seems puzzled.  She tries the next item, potatoes, and looks all over the yard again.  No potatoes! She scratches her head in confusion.

8. INT GRANDPARENTS KITCHEN – DAY

Shortly after, Elinor walks back into the kitchen, looking a bit discouraged. Her grandfather asks her what’s wrong and she says that she can’t find any of the ingredients to put into the soup! She couldn’t find a single plant from her list, or anything she recognizes at all! All the plants are different!

Why don’t they have the same vegetables growing in their yard like at home?

The grandparents look at each other and know just what to do. Grandpa Rabbits says, “Hmmm…” and turns the question back to Elinor: “I wonder… What is different about this backyard and the one you have at home?” As she processes the question, we see her discouragement turn to curiosity.  She has an idea: “We need more observations!”

9. EXT GRANDPARENTS YARD -- DAY

Back outside with her two grandparents, Elinor starts looking around. She looks at the ground and notices how dry it is compared to the wet soil at home. There isn’t a cloud in the sky and it’s super extra sunny, compared to the clouds she always sees at home. (Maybe thought bubbles appear here for very clear comparisons). She knows that water and sun are very important for plants, so she has an idea: because its different here, the plants are different, and they need different things.

Her grandparents confirm this, and tell her the desert has different amounts of water and sun. So, the plants are different because they need less water and more sun than the plants at her home. Elinor says, “That is so interesting!”

Her grandparents show her the plants that like to grow in their garden: peppers, beans, squash, and cactuses. 

Elinor is excited to learn something new, but… She seems disappointed that she won’t get to make her favorite soup for them.  

Her grandparents tell her that the vegetables are different, but the recipe is the same: use what’s in your backyard and add in lots of love. Let’s make a soup with the vegetables we have here!

MONTAGE (GARDEN/KITCHEN) 

As Elinor and her grandparents gather the vegetables outside and then prepare the soup in the kitchen, Elinor sings a song that summarizes what we have learned:

Plants need water
Plants need sun
Some like a little
Some like a ton!

Back at home
It’s cool and wet
But here the water
is hard to get!

Soup at home
Has carrots and peas
But here the soup
Has cactus and beans

Plants need water
Plants need sun
Some like a little
Some like a ton!

10. INT. GRANPARENT’S KITCHEN – DAY

They finish making the soup. Mr. Rabbit and Ranger Rabbit join in and taste the soup. It’s delicious! They ask Elinor if she’s going to have some, and she says she already had two bowls! She finishes writing something in a piece of paper and shows them: she wrote (drew) the recipe for “BunBun and BuniBuni’s Backyard Broth!” and now she’s going to go get some veggies to take home so they can make the soup for Ari.  She looks at the basket, and rethinks her plan: we’re going to need bigger basket if we’re making soup for Ari. On laughter, we…
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