
EWW 123 Interstitial
Señor Tapir Ballad
Roseli Ocampo-Friedman - “Roseli in Antarctica” 
Robert Kalinowski

Follows: “Owl Girl Redux”

Curriculum: the kids learn that Roseli Ocampo-Friedman was a Philippine born botanist who wondered if life could exist in even the harshest deserts on Earth, so she went to the Ross Desert in Antarctica and found out!

LS3.  Understand that all animals need food in order to live and grow, that they get their food from plants or from other animals, and that plants need water and light to live and grow:

I. We open with the kids are out in the desert (near BiBi’s place) and as they look across the arid-looking dunes they wonder if anything could live there. Sr. Tapir overhears them and says they're wondering about a big question that plenty of people have wondered about.  He tunes up his guitar and starts to sing about one such wonderer as the other kids gather around.	Comment by Natalie Engel: Are they talking about plant life or animal life, or both? Also, not sure most kids would have this assumption without some context – i.e. they would need to know that living things need water to grow.  We’ll need to set that up somehow.	Comment by Natalie Engel: This isn’t a huge deal, but I found it odd that Sr. Tapir would be following the kids to the desert near BiBi’s house – given that we know it’s a fair distance from Animal Town.  He seems out of place.  (It’s more plausible that Ari and Olive would come along with Elinor on a visit.)
II. In the song, Sr. Tapir sings of Roseli Ocampo-Friedman, the curious scientist from the Philippines.  She knew that all life needs water, but she wondered how little. So she voyaged to the Ross desert in Antarctica, the driest place in the world. Using careful observation, a mystery she unfurled!  Roseli discovered a tiny organism that could thrive despite almost no water, super low temperatures, and darkness half the year. 
III. Amazing, but this desert isn’t that dry, so there should be life here.  Elinor is the one who notices and gets her friends to just turn around. From this view there are cacti, lizards, etc – yep, things sure can live in the desert, you just need to know where to look. 
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