
[bookmark: _GoBack]ELINOR WONDERS WHY
One of These Goats is Not Like the Other
	Comment by Natalie Engel: This is very cute and will support similar learnings as “Ari’s Cousin,” which will be great for research later on.  One overall note that we’d like you to consider: it feels a little uncomfortable to have the kids watching the two girls so closely, without their knowledge.  It would be much better if the goat twins were aware of what the others were doing, so that it doesn’t come across like they’re spying or leering.  Is that possible to incorporate somehow?
	Comment by Kevin Micallef: A really cute outline.
Outline
January 31, 2019

Elinor’s Question: If two things seem to be identical, how can we tell them apart? 	Comment by Anne E. Lund: If we use this vocab we will have to support it.

Logline: Elinor wants to help the substitute teacher tell which Goat Twin is Mary and which is Lizzie. 

Curriculum Goals:
LS3.B: Variation of Traits: Individuals of the same kind of plant or animal are recognizable as similar but can also vary in many ways (Elinor and her friends observe the differences between the twins Mary and Lizzie)
SEP 3b – Compare and contrast objects and events by describing similarities and differences (Elinor and her friends observe the differences between the twins Mary and Lizzie)
SEP 3d – Plan and conduct simple investigations using simple tool (Elinor and her friends make a simple chart to keep track of their observations).

[J&D Notes
There’s a lot that’s nice and it’s getting there. Overall, we think it needs a bit of focus, some streamlining, and also a plot element that helps motivate their problem.
· Focus: We think the lesson this episode should be shooting for is this: “Sometimes things in Nature look the same, but IF YOU LOOK CLOSER, you can spot differences.” This means the main lesson the kids learn is to Look Closer. Before the lesson they weren’t looking closer, which results in a problem, then they learn from an example in nature that if you look closer you can spot subtle differences, then they apply that lesson to solve a problem. Generally, this is all in the current draft, but it’s not coming out quite as clearly or cleanly as in our typical scripts.
· This is more of a problem-solving episode (as opposed to a curiosity-driven episode).  I think we are learning that in this type of episode, we want to spend most of our time setting up the problem well, and to place the resolution of the problem as the climax of the episode. In this type of episode, we don’t want to spend too much time in the process of learning the lesson.  Usually, the lesson comes fairly quickly from one observation. Some examples that come to mind: Town Picnic, Expandable Clubhouse, Hiding in Plain Sight. This is in contrast to more curiosity-driven episodes, where we spend a long time chasing a mystery and being very deliberate about how the kids piece together the lesson (e.g. Seed of an Idea, Feathers, Bird Song, Staying Warm).
· Something that might help this episode is to add a little bit more plot. It doesn’t seem to be enough for our kids to want to help Mr. Hamster tell the twins apart. There should be a reason WHY this is important. For example, maybe Mr. Hamster is trying to do a small activity with the kids, and this activity is made very difficult because everyone (especially Mr. Hamster) is having a hard time telling the goat twins apart. Something like this could a) add more fun and b) motivate the problem more: the audience can SEE the problem.
· The inspiring event: we are wondering if there is a better example to inspire our kids than the length of a bird’s tail. Is there something cooler in nature? Like spots on a butterfly, or shape of a leaf, or..? (Remember, we’ve been leaning too heavily on birds in our episodes). And is it possible to tie the example to the additional plot element, so it doesn’t feel like it comes out of left field?  For example, the snails in Expandable Clubhouse were part of the plot from the beginning.
· What they observe in the goat twins: The barrette is ok, but the hooves are a bit of a tough sell.  What they observe should be things Mr. Hamster can spot easily later in the resolution of the episode.  Maybe one of the goats has one horn shorter than the other; or maybe one of the goats wiggles her ears when she talks; or one of the goats bleats when she gets nervous; or…?
· We both felt the bit about remembering kids’ names and using nicknames isn’t working.  The theme is telling things apart, not remembering names.  Also, nicknames are tricky, because what if the kids don’t like them? We don’t think most teachers would assign nicknames; they should let kids decide how to be called.
· Here’s a quick beat list to illustrate what we mean:
· Kids meet Mr. Hamster
· Mr. Hamster introduces himself to the class. They all realize the goat twins came dressed the same today (oh no!)
· Mr. Hamster tries to do an activity, but it doesn’t go well because nobody (especially Mr. Hamster) can tell the twins apart.
· We go to recess. Elinor and her friends want to figure out how to tell the twins apart so the activity can be successful.
· They can’t figure it out, but curiosity leads them to an example that teaches them to look closer to find differences. That’s it! That’s the solution!
· The kids implement the solution: they observe the goat twins and find interesting differences.
· The kids pass this on to Mr. Hamster, who uses the information to tell the goat twins apart and the activity is successful.  Hooray!
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· The kids pass this on to Mr. Hamster, who uses the information to tell the goat twins apart and the activity is successful.  Hooray!
]

EXT. SCHOOL PLAYGROUND – MORNING

Elinor, Olive, Ari are very excited. Ms. Mole has taken the day off to go to her Annual Checkers Club Competition so, they’re going to have a substitute teacher. As the kids play, Elinor, Olive and Ari spot the new teacher, Mr. Hamster.	Comment by Anne E. Lund: This could be a new concept for some of our young viewers.  Just want to make sure we support it.

They go over to Mr. Hamster and introduce themselves. Elinor tells him all about herself. Olive shows him her nature book, and Ari shows him how he can fly. Mr. Hamster tells them how much he appreciates them introducing themselves. “When you’re new to a classroom, it’s so hard to get to know everyone. It really helps that we’ve talked, because now I’ll be sure to remember your names.”.” 	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Could give a wink to Olive’s original name. ‘You’re Elinor, Hazel...Uh, I mean, Olive, and you’re Ari” :)

Elinor hadn’t thought about how hard it would be to remember everyone’s names when there are so many kids in the class. Olive suggests he could get everyone to wear name tags. Mr. Hamster admits that would make it easier, but he really likes the challenge of getting to know who each student is. Ari knows he couldn’t possibly learn everyone’s name in one day. Mr. Hamster lets them in on a little trick to help him. When he meets each new student, he comes up with a word to describe them and it helps him remember their names.  For instance, he’s got names for each of them already. “Do you want to know what they are?” Is he kidding? Of course they do!  “Okay, you’re Enthusiastic Elinor, you’re Organized Olive and you are Active Ari.” Mr. Hamster says that by using his trick, he hopes he’ll know every single kid in the classroom by the end of the day! The three are impressed and Elinor offers to help Mr. Hamster if he needs help remembering the names of others in the class. 	Comment by Jorge Cham: This bit about the mnemonic trick feels extraneous.  The episode is about telling things apart, not remembering names?	Comment by Anne E. Lund: This seems pretty lame for Olive.  Maybe something more fun for her?  Not sure what that would be. Optimistic? 	Comment by Natalie Engel: Maybe the better question is, does “organized” pay off on Olive and Mr. Hamster’s first interaction – to the point where he’d remember her that way? Maybe it’s as simple as Mr. Hamster remembering Olive’s name because he loves olives…


INT. CLASSROOM – A LITTLE LATER
	Comment by Jorge Cham: It feels a little too advanced that Elinor and her friends would forecast that Mr. Hamster will have trouble with the twins.  This section can be cut, or partly moved to later, when Mr. Hamster is gathers the class.
As Elinor, Olive and Ari are putting their things in their cubbies, Mary and Lizzie, the Goat Twins, arrive. Elinor gasps! “How is Mr. Hamster ever going to be able to figure out which of the Goat Twins is Mary and which is Lizzie? They’re identical!” Olive points out that it’s easy. Mary always wears a green dress and Lizzie always wears a blue dress. Just then, the Goat Twins, in sync of course, remove their coats … and reveal that both of them are wearing the same blue dress! They ask Mary and Lizzie why they’re dressed the same today and Mary explains that she got her green dress dirty, so she had to wear a blue one. They think it’ll be fun to be exactly alike for one day. And they skip off. Elinor says, “Bye Mary, bye Lizzie.” And they respond. “I’m Mary.” “And I’m Lizzie.” Elinor got them mixed up! Elinor, Olive and Ari look at each other. Uh-oh! If the twins are  wearing the same coloured dresses, they can’t tell Mary and Lizzie apart. How is Mr. Hamster going to know which goat twin is which?	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Wondering if we need to unpack the idea of twins a bit – we’ve never defined it.	Comment by Natalie Engel: I think, as long as we define “identical” and explain that they’re sisters who look exactly the same, that gives enough context for the term “twins”	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Ha! this is great!


INT. CLASSROOM – A LITTLE LATER

Mr. Hamster calls the kids to come and sit around the carpet. As the kids all gather, he introduces himself and says he’s looking forward to getting to know each of them by the end of the day. The last to come into the room are Mary and Lizzie. “Hi, I’m Mary.” “And I’m Lizzie.” Mary points to Lizzie. “She’s Lizzie.” Lizzie points to Mary. “She’s Mary.” “We’re the Goat Twins.” Mr. Hamster is clearly taken aback. As the twins find their places on the carpet (switching positions) Mr. Hamster says, “Oh! Well, it’s lovely to meet you … Mary and Lizzie.” He points to each as he says it and the Goat Twins giggle. “I’m Mary.” “I’m Lizzie.”.” “She’s Lizzie.” “She’s Mary.” Mr. Hamster promises he’ll get it straight by the end of the day. And Elinor, Olive and Ari decide they’ll try to come up with some way to help Mr. Hamster tell Mary and Lizzie apart. But as they watch the twins, all they see is the ways they are identical – their hair is the same, their eyes are the same colour, everything about them seems to be exactly the same! Elinor says there has to be some way they can tell them apart! 	Comment by Kevin Micallef: The classroom is designed as one big room - there isnt a separate location for the class - therefore we can just have the goat twins be the last to come to the rug (circle) 	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Are the twins deliberately confusing him by actually changing who’s who? 	Comment by Jorge Cham: Here you might introduce the extra plot element or activity that doesn’t go well because they can’t tell the twins apart. Make it fun.


EXT. PLAYGROUND – LATER

Elinor, Olive and Ari are in the playground watching Mary and Lizzie. They’ve been trying the whole morning and they haven’t come up with any good way to help Mr. Hamster tell Mary from Lizzie. Ari is ready to give up. “It’s impossible. They’re identical! That’s why they’re called identical twins!” 

Just then, two beautiful red cardinals swoop through the playground, right past Elinor, Olive and Ari. Then they land on a nearby branch.  The kids are captivated, by their beauty. Then Olive says, “And they’re identical.” Ari adds, “Just like the Goat Twins.” But then, as Elinor looks more closely, she notices that birds are perched right beside each other, but one cardinal’s tail extends farther than the other’s. Its tail is longer! “That’s soooo interesting!” says Elinor. Ari doesn’t get it. What’s interesting about one cardinal having a longer tail than another? Elinor says, “When we looked at them at first they looked exactly the same. But when we looked closely we saw that they’re just a little bit different.” 	Comment by Jorge Cham: See our top note on this. Is there something cooler (non-avian) that we can use instead of the bird tail?	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Depending on the length of the script moving forward - we may try to show a few more examples of nature showing us how they look identical at first glance and then at close inspection, they’re different. It could happen in this location. The leaves on the branch the cardinals are sitting in...looking closely see the tiny patterns are different. Etc. 	Comment by Anne E. Lund: It might be helpful to observe another example before coming to the conclusion about something being different.  Like maybe they see two butterflies but notice the pattern on their wings is a little bit different.

Olive and Ari are starting to get what she’s saying. Elinor continues, “We’ve been looking at what’s the same about Mary and Lizzie. Maybe we need to look for what’s different!” says Elinor. Ari wonders how they can find out. “That’s simple!” says Elinor. “We need observations!” Ari protests that they’ve been observing all morning and they haven’t noticed anything. Elinor insists they must be missing something. Elinor asks if Olive has her notebook handy. “You bet!” says Olive getting it out of her satchel.	Comment by Jorge Cham: The main lesson this example should teach is that things in Nature can look very similar, but if you LOOK CLOSER, you can find differences.	Comment by Kevin Micallef: They’ve been trying to spot differences but verbally calling out what’s the same - which helps with this statement - maybe top of this seq they can say a few more things “they go down the slide the same way! They run the exact same way!” 


EXT. PLAYGROUND – MOMENTS LATER

CLOSE ON: Olive creates a chart on her page, with a drawing of Mary (in her green dress) at the top of one column and a drawing of Lizzie (in blue) at the top of the other. She explains that as they find differences between the two, she’ll mark them down. Then they can give the chart to Mr. Hamster and he’ll be able to use it for the rest of the day. “You mean if we find differences,” says Ari, who isn’t convinced yet.	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Might be a table? Confirm with Sara.

Elinor, Olive and Ari sets themselves up in the playground, near where Mary and Lizzie are playing. As they run around playing tag, suddenly a barrette falls out of the hair of one of the Goat Twins. And then the barrette falls off the other goat twin. One sister points to the ground where the barrette landed.  “Mary!” calls Lizzie, “Your barrette fell off!” Lizzie calls Mary, “So did yours, Mary!” Elinor, Olive and Ari look at each other – now they know which one is Lizzie and which is Mary. Lizzie picks up one barrette and Mary picks up the other. They compare them. One is smaller – that one belongs to Lizzie. Mary and Lizzie switch barrettes. They comment that that’s how they tell which barrette belongs to which sister. Mary has the big one, Lizzie has the small one.	Comment by Natalie Engel: Assuming there’s a typo here, and Lizzie is supposed to be calling Mary while Mary is supposed to be calling Lizzy.  (Right now Lizzie is calling Mary twice.)	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Size might be hard to discern on screen – especially with a barette that is tiny already.  Could there be a different design on each barette?	Comment by Natalie Engel: Agree, this whole sequence was a little hard to follow.  Maybe one of them likes stripes and one of them likes polka dots.

“That’s so interesting!” says Elinor. Ari doesn’t get it. Elinor points out that the two sisters have a trick to help them tell their barrettes apart. “Just like we could tell the two cardinals apart because one had a bigger tail, they can tell which barrette belongs to who because one is bigger!” Olive quickly draws two barrettes on the table – the smaller one under Lizzie’s picture and the bigger one under Mary’s. “That’s one difference!” she claims. Ari is amazed! He was sure that the Goat Twins were exactly the same. Elinor thinks if they found one difference, there are probably more. They agree, they’ll need more than that to help Mr. Hamster.  “We need MORE observations!”	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Is this really their trick or plan?  Is this intentional?  I’m not sure mentioning this “trick” is useful.  It seems to me that they can just point out that Lizzie has a smaller barette and Mary has a bigger one so that’s a way to tell them apart.


As the following sequences happen, the kids sing this song, which is interspersed between the action:	Comment by Jorge Cham: The song might be better after the inspiring event (where they learn the lesson) OR (maybe better) below after they spot differences in the twins.	Comment by Kevin Micallef: What action takes place during the song? 
The goat twins playing catch works but then we quickly have dialogue between them which cannot happen until after the song is done. Is the plan to have seq 7,8,9, happen during the song? If so maybe there’s a break in the song for dialogue?

SONG: NOBODY’S EXACTLY THE SAME
One of these goats is not like the other
Nobody’s exactly the same.
You can be a lot like your sister or brother
But you’ll never be exactly the same.
‘Cause everyone’s unique
In their own special way
‘And you have to look close to see it.
Just take a closer peek
At what they do and say
And you’ll notice, I guarantee it!
‘Cause each one of us is not like the other
Nobody’s exactly the same!
Nobody’s exactly the same!


EXT. PLAYGROUND – MOMENTS LATER

The Goat Twins are playing catch with a bouncy ball, which bounces away from them and right up to where Elinor, Olive an Ari are. Elinor catches the ball and the twins run up to her to get it from them. Mary puts her hooves on the ball and so does Lizzie. “It’s my turn to throw the ball, Mary,” says Lizzie. “No, Lizzie, it’s my turn!” says Mary. As the twins debate over whose turn it is, they keep their hooves on the ball and Elinor takes a long, close look. She points to their hooves and says to Olive and Ari, “Look. Mary has curvy lines on her hoof and Lizzie doesn’t!” “Oooh!” says Olive. “Good observation! I’m writing that down!” And we see her draw the two hooves on her table.	Comment by Jorge Cham: The differences the kids find in the goat twins should be things that Mr. Hamster can easily use later in the resolution of the episode.  For example, it’s nice that they like different foods, but how is Mr. Hamster going to use that information (unless the extra plot element is about food)?

Also, maybe there should only be two differences they observe (e.g. the barrette and something else, OR two other things).  That seems like it should be enough for Mr. Hamster to tell them apart.	Comment by Anne E. Lund: I agree that this is a table – just need to be consistent throughout.

7. EXT. PLAYGROUND – LATER

Mr. Hamster calls “Snack time!” and all the kids grab their lunch boxes. Elinor, Olive and Ari watch to see if there’s anything different that Mary and Lizzie do. Sure enough, they discover that Mary likes lettuce on her sandwiches, Lizzie likes pickles. Olive adds that to her table.

8.EXT. PLAYGROUND – LATER

As Elinor, Olive and Ari watch from across the playground, Mary attempts to hula hoop and fails. She passes the hoop to Lizzie who hulas like a pro! Olive draws a hula hoop in both columns but puts a big X through the one in Mary’s column..	Comment by Anne E. Lund: I don’t like highlighting what Mary can’t do.  Could Mary be doing something else like hopscotch and Olive draws each different game as a preference that they have?  	Comment by Jorge Cham: This might be a better spot for the song.  The kids are celebrating that they learned a lesson (look closer) and they used it to solve a problem (spot the differences between the twins).

9. EXT. PLAYGROUND – LATER

Mr. Hamster calls to everyone to let them know that recess is over and they should all come back into the classroom. As the rest of the class troops by, Elinor, Olive and Ari rush up to Mr. Hamster and explain what they’ve been doing and show him their chart. He’s very impressed, and together they head into the classroom.

10. INT. CLASSROOM – MOMENTS LATER
As the kids file into the classroom, Mary and Lizzie approach Mr. Hamster and ask a question. He takes a quick look at the two goats, then a quick look at his handy chart and responds to them, getting their names right on the first try! The Twins are thrilled – and a little surprised – that they can tell them apart and he says, with a wink to Elinor, Olive and Ari, “Nobody’s exactly the same!” 

Sara Sweetman Notes:
This will be fun because most children in preschools know twins and are often fascinated by them.  This is also a good way to teach that animals in different species are very different.  Animals in the same species are very much the same and in the same family or twins even more similar but there are always some differences.  I think the song will drive that take away message home well!
When Mr. Hamster comes up with the alliteration names he will really have to stress the same sounds.  Preschoolers can't spell and don't have word schemas in their heads to know the words start with the same letter.
At the end I was hoping that Mr. Hamster would come up with an alliteration name for Mary and Lizzie based on their qualities.
Sara Sweetman, PhD


