
EWW 118 

Senor Tapir
Stephen Bishop
by Robert Sams

Follows EWW135 “Follow That Pill Bug”

Follows: Stephen Bishop, who explored and mapped Mammoth Cave in Kentucky
Curriculum: the kids learn that Stephen Bishop was an explorer who discovered new areas underground in Mammoth Cave
, and made some exciting discoveries along the way, including eyeless fish!
SEP1a. Asking Questions
LS8. There are many different kinds of living things:
I. Intro scene in which the kids watch a worm disappear back into its hole underground.
  A kid wonders what else is down there underground?

II. Senor Tapir sings a song about Stephen Bishop, an explorer who discovered and mapped new areas of Mammoth Cave in Kentucky and showed how huge it is. During his explorations, he found strange new animals including eyeless fish
. The focus of the song is about Stephen Bishop’s curiosity and how it led him to wonder what more was down there underground, with the emphasis that he was an explorer.
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III. The story ends as the kids and Senor Tapir all wonder what else is under their feet. Suddenly Ms. Mole pops out of the ground.

�New parts of the cave? Or new animals in the cave?  Just want to make sure I’m clear on what “new areas underground” means.


�Worms don’t necessarily have holes that we can see like a cave.  Maybe better to see a chipmunk run into its hole in the ground which would be visible to the kids and looks a bit more like the mouth of a cave? Or if we can’t do a mammal, maybe a snake that has an underground burrow? Or bees/wasps that have a nest underground with a visible hole as an entrance?  Even burrowing owls have a visible “cave like” nest area.


�Assuming these are in water inside the cave?


�I think we should try to focus on the life that he found down there to connect this more closely to the Life Science goal stated above.


�Love this!! So funny.






