EWW 116 

Ms. Mole Storytime

Frog Symphony

by Robert Sams

Follows: exploring the variety of the unique frog songs from around the world.

Curriculum: the kids learn that there are nearly 5,000 different kinds of frogs in the world, each with a unique call.

LS1. Understand that all living things have external parts

LS2. Understand that animals have different body parts that are used in different ways to
meet their needs, and that plants have different parts that help them survive and grow:
I. Intro scene in which the kids watch a frog calling in the pond.  A kid asks why it's throat puffs up like a balloon?

II. Ms. Mole describes to the kids how frogs make sounds louder with their throat pouches, and it helps them communicate with other frogs. It's like an instrument! Then she describes the sounds of the many frogs from around the world, like the high-pitched spring peeper frogs, or the low-pitched bull frogs, or the trill of the eastern American toad, and the loudest frog in the world – the coqui frog. (We could keep it North American frogs, or go global)
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III. The scene ends with the kids sitting by the pond and watching a variety of frog species croaking. Ms. Mole waves a stick in her hand as she pretends to the conductor of the frog chorus.
IV. Frog Symphony.
J&D Comments:

Our only note is that it might be better in the first scene if they HEAR the frogs before they see them, and maybe ask MM what could be making that sound. Focus on the sound first, then show the dramatic throats!
