EWW Interstitial 114
Mz. Mole Story Time:
Aquatic Beetles 

Follows: Bubble Stuff in which the kids learn that spittle bugs build houses out of bubbles that they make.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Curriculum: The kids learn about beetles who use air bubbles like an oxygen tank to allow them to dive under water.

ES2. Understand that plants and animals (including humans) can change their environment: 	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Want to make sure that Sara thinks this is the right LG

I. Intro scene, the kids are hiking along a trail following Ms. Mole. It begins to rain  and Ms. Mole quickly gathers the kids underneath a tree with broad leaves. The rain falls all around them as they stay dry.

II. Ms. Mole tells them a story about diving beetles who are able to carry air bubbles under water and use them like an oxygen tank.	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Does she have a book with her to read to them? Where do the illustrations/visuals come from if she does not?	Comment by Natalie Engel: What’s the connection between the situation the kids find themselves in (needing to stay dry) and the situation the beetles are facing (needing to maintain their oxygen supply)? We’ll want Mz. Mole’s inspiration for the story to feel organic and easy-to-understand.  The connection seems to be around “bringing the environment you need with you” – I guess we’re to understand that the environment the kids need is a dry place, and the leaves allow them to bring dryness with them? We might be able to sum that up at the end of this episode relatively nicely, but it would be good to introduce some simpler version of that idea at the top,too.

The story starts with a diving beetle that is sitting on a log in a pond. She explains that beetles, like many of us, get our oxygen from the air. The beetle dives into a little pools of water. Ms. Mole explains the diving beetle can’t breathe water - the beetle looks worried and comes up for a big breath of air. She then tells them Diving beetles can bring an air bubble with them which allows to stay under water much longer. The beetle collects an air bubble, goes back under the log, and then takes off swimming. These beetles can explore a whole new environment, find new food or hide from predators. The kids learn that the bodies of these beetles have special properties (lots of small hairs) that help them to hold onto the bubble. The focus is on bringing the environment you need with you to explore new places.	Comment by Anne E. Lund: We will want help with Sara to keep this kid-friendly and not over complicated. Wondering if we need to get into oxygen specifically.	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Because they breathe the air in the bubble?	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Will we have time to get into this too?

III. In the end scene an ice cream truck pulls up across the park. Ms. Mole plucks off each of the leaves and the kids to scamper across the park using the leaves as umbrellas. 	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Are we OK with them pulling leaves off the trees?  Maybe they pick fallen leaves up off the ground instead?	Comment by Natalie Engel: Yes, that would be preferable.

J&D Comments:
- Breaking leaves off a living plant doesn’t seem kind. Consider instead either 
(a) MM has brought umbrella’s for everyone [ then rethink intro scene?]
 or 
(b) they find big fronds on the ground that they use.
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