Interstitial 112 – BALLOON SPIDERS

[bookmark: _GoBack]PAIRED WITH: 112a: Wind in the Web: 

Mz. Mole Storytime

Pitch: Mz. Mole uses a book to show that spiders sometimes WANT to blow in the wind. Baby spiders make silky parachutes, “ballooning” through the air to spread to new homes.	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Super cute! Can’t wait to see the baby spiders.

Paragraph - Mz. Mole walks in after recess and declares, “It’s so windy today that my favorite hat blew away!” Elinor says that the wind sure can cause problems. But Mz. Mole explains that sometimes, spiders want the wind to push them away. She opens a book and shows that after a baby spider hatches, it wants to travel to a new place to set up its web. So, it climbs up to a high point, releases strands of silk, and whooshes into the sky. (As it floats by, so does Mz. Mole’s hat.) It can fly a long, long way. It lands in a new place, and if the place looks nice, it makes a web. “So, the wind’s pushiness can be helpful!” Mz. Mole walks over to the window and opens it. Her hat blows in and lands smack in her face. Muffled, she says, “Ah, there’s my hat. Thank you, wind.” The kids laugh.	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Maybe frame as “sure can push things around” instead of causing problems.  I don’t like to think about nature as a “problem”	Comment by Natalie Engel: I don’t think that’s the intention – Elinor isn’t saying that the wind is a problem, but that it’s causing a problem (i.e. Mz. Mole’s hat going missing).  And that presents a contrast for Mz. Mole, who talks about how the wind presents a solution to a problem.  But if others have another way of handling that feels less negative when it comes to the wind, give it a go!

