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Nature Day 
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New PREMISE – Oct. 22, 2019
By Katherine Sandford 

Elinor’s Question:  How can we keep our signs from  blowing over. 
Logline: The kids’ Nature Walk signs keep blowing over until Elinor and her friends realize they need “roots” like a tree. 
Curriculum Goals; LS2. Understand that that plants have different parts that help them survive and grow: 
b. Identify the basic parts of plants and their function 
d. Explore how different external features of an animal or plant help it survive in its environment. (Elinor and her friends notice that the roots keep a tree from blowing over in the wind). 
ND3. (RTL Crosscutting concept ‘Structure and Function’):  Understand that structures and materials in the natural world can be used or can inspire the engineering of structures with similar function in the designed world. (Elinor and her friends copy the idea of “roots” by burying bottom of their signposts in the ground). 
SEP: TBD at Outline 

[image: ]It’s an intermittently gusty spring day, and it’s Nature Day at school.  Our trio’s job (everyone has jobs) is to make a Nature Walk at recess. They’ve picked a nice path through Nature that culminates in a really cool sight: the awesome weeping willow tree they love. Olive has it planned out, and Ari has brought the signs that guide people through the walk. They look kid made: a stick with some smaller sticks tied at the bottom (in either a cross or sticking down like an inverted V). The kids stand the signs up along the path, which tell you where to go. They are excited about showing everyone their nature path and the awesome tree they love. Their first customer is Sally Beaver, who follows the signs (with Ari) and they find the tree  where Olive and Elinor are waiting – TA-DAH! Sally agrees it is an awesome tree, wow! Success!  The kids feel great, and Ari goes back to the trail head to draw more Nature Lovers in.

At that point, the wind picks up, and knocks some of the signs down. Sally Beaver notices one (but not all) of the knocked-over signs on her way back and puts it up pointing the wrong way.  Meanwhile Ari ropes  in the Goat Twins and they start in the direction Ari sent them.  But when they get to the first sign, they find it knocked over, so they pick it up pointing it in the wrong direction.  Hmm?  Where to go next? Then they see the second sign that Sally Beaver set up (pointing the wrong way) and decide to follow it.  Meanwhile Ari keeps drawing in more kids and they are wandering all around, missing the other signs and getting lost.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Ari is confused when his classmates come back from all directions saying they couldn’t find the location, and, back at the tree Elinor and Olive are confused because nobody is coming. So Ari goes to see what’s wrong, and Elinor and Olive go to see what’s wrong, and they meet in the middle.  What’s going on? They figure out the signs are wrong or fallen over, so they pick them back up and set them right.  They go back to their posts.  But the same thing happens again! Huh? What happened? The kids meet in the middle again and this time they figure out what’s happening (maybe they bump into a sign and see it falls over easily, and also see the wind knocking one down). The signs are falling over, how do we stop them from falling? As they ponder what to do, Elinor leans on a tree and they notice it doesn’t fall over.  They push and push, but the tree doesn’t fall. How is it doing that? Then they trip over some exposed root and they remember (with the help of the Nature book) that a big part of the tree is buried under the ground.  Maybe that’s why the trees don’t fall over. What if we bury the signs too, just like the roots. Problem solved, the whole class enjoys the Nature walk and they all end up climbing the big willow tree. 
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