[bookmark: _Hlk7081122]ELINOR WONDERS WHY
Clubhouse Away 
PREMISE – Aug. 6, 2019
By Katherine Sandford 

Elinor’s Question:  Why does the Clubhouse keep blowing away, but the trees don’t? 
Logline: The Exploring Club is interrupted when the clubhouse blows away, until Elinor and her friends realize it needs “roots” like a tree. 
Curriculum Goals; LS2. Understand that animals have different body parts that are used in different ways to meet their needs, and that plants have different parts that help them survive and grow: 
b. Identify the basic parts of plants and their function 
d. Explore how different external features of an animal or plant help it survive in its environment. (Elinor and her friends notice that the roots keep a tree from blowing over in the wind). 
ND3. (RTL Crosscutting concept ‘Structure and Function’):  Understand that structures and materials in the natural world can be used or can inspire the engineering of structures with similar function in the designed world. (Elinor and her friends copy the idea of “roots” by using pegs to secure their Clubhouse). 
SEP: TBD at Outline 

It’s a breezy fall day and Olive is walking around with her notebook, looking for a good spot to sit down.  Finally she sits on the ground and starts drawing, but you can see she’s a bit uncomfortable. Hmmm. At that moment Elinor bounds OS (with Ari and a couple more Explorers) Come on, Olive, it’s time for the Exploring Club meeting. But Olive isn’t quite ready – she needs some “alone time” to think and draw, but she hasn’t quite found the right “thinking spot” yet.  Oh, okay, Elinor is fine with that, they can wait until Olive is ready, but just at that moment - Whooosh!  Big wind comes up  and whoooooaaaa!  The empty Clubhouse is blown over by the wind and tumbles down the hill.  The Explorers give chase and Olive puts her notebook on the ground and rushes after her friends. 
As the kids drag their Clubhouse back to its rightful place and get it set up, they wonder why it blew away.  They notice that even though the wind is very blustery, the trees around them aren’t blowing over. But before they can process the info WHOOSH another gust of wind comes along and blows the Clubhouse into the forest.  The kids follow their tumbling clubhouse, but Olive is distracted when her notebook blows open and some pages fly out.  She chases the notes in a different direction and ends up in a part of the forest she’s never been before.  Suddenly she stops dead, WOW, she sees the most amazing thing – a tree with big roots you can SEE, because they’ve grown over a rock! How beautiful. She watches the big tree blow in the strong wind, but it’s not coming down, because the roots have grown tight into the cracks and that’s keeping the tree up straight.  Her friends join her and with some investigation they theorize (maybe supported by the nature book) that ALL the trees have roots that grow down deep into the soil, and that’s why they don’t blow over in the wind.  
By this time some of the others have rescued the Clubhouse, but how are they going to keep it from blowing away again.  Ari says it’s too bad that the Clubhouse doesn’t have roots like the trees, but Elinor puts two and two together (maybe inspired by a pencil Olive stuck in the ground for safekeeping).  Maybe it can!  She takes a stick and uses it as a peg to poke through the carboard and into the ground – it works! With a few more stick-pegs, Elinor and her friends get their Clubhouse secured, now they can do their meeting then go exploring!  All except Olive, wants some alone-time - she’s found the perfect “thinking spot” snuggled in the roots of the beautiful tree. 
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Sara Sweetman Notes:
[bookmark: _GoBack]I like this one too.  I think the discovery about how roots help trees is great and the engineering design to help hold down the clubhouse in the wind is great.   It might be a stretch for the kids to connect that the trees are not blowing over so it must be the roots.  That might need some more support and discovery time. 
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