Elinor Wonder Why
BACK TO SCHOOL!!
CALL FOR PITCHES
December 19, 2019


Welcome back, Elinor Writers!  

We are well over ½ way through our writing, and everyone is loving this show, thanks to you!  But no rest for the wicked, we still need stories!  So get your new school supplies ready!

[bookmark: _GoBack]Please review the material from our last virtual story call, most of still applies although of course some of the story needs have been addressed.

To find out which PLEASE REVIEW the “Story Tracker” to see the stories in progress.  We have lots!

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rZILvCe9Rf1IjqsZjH8K3_CJh0Le3CWzA8hZ1HNhUoc/edit?usp=sharing 

ONE PARAGRAPH PITCHES PLEASE!!  With only “Elinor’s Question”.  We DON’T need learning goals at this point.

Okay, onwards!
 

We are looking for stories that:

· Spark curiosity in kids, make them wonder.

· Begin with a relatable “kid-question” i.e. “Do butterflies have babies?”

· Give them a sense of what to do when they have a question.

· Relate to kids’ everyday lives (Velcro).

· Can single out one of our Mains, and maybe explore different sides of their personalities.

· Explore our wonderful world of Animal Town (perhaps explore more “urban” places).

· Allow our Secondary Characters to shine, both kids and adults. 

· Show authentic, loving interactions between adults and kids.

· Have fun and get to know the kids’ friends outside of the classroom.

· Illuminate the scientific process while making sure the science isn’t too complex.

· Have a good balance of “curriculum” with a relatable story and emotional stakes. 

· Have a science “take-away” that kids ANYWHERE can apply to their real lives (even those without easy access to “nature”).

· More action, less talk – let’s work on the curriculum beats to see how much we can support with action/humour/story.   Show don’t tell. 

· Make sure the humor is age appropriate* and shared among our characters – Girls make jokes too! (puns are punny, but don’t overdo and, we need to support with silly visual).

· Allow kids to fail.

Themes to Consider

· Embracing Differences, Tolerance, Diversity

· The environment, conservation, recycling etc.

· Process stories ala Paper Trail – where do every day manufactured things in our world come from 

We asked our team for the Strongest Eps – here are SOME of their faves (see attached scripts).

· Owl Girl - A sweet episode with our lead ‘Elinor’ front and center on an adventure with her mom. There’s a nice relationship playing throughout as they joke with one another. Really enjoy how Ranger Rabbit helps Elinor discover and explore as she learns about owls as well as all nocturnal animals. The visuals turned out really nice as we get to see the beautiful forest at night. It has just the right  amount of content vs story.

· Mz. Moles Glasses - not only are our kids doing a wonderful thing for their teacher, being very considerate and kind, but the idea of an adventure where they are following clues is always fun. We get to visit several of our wonderful secondary characters in their workplace and enjoy the relationships the kids have with each of them. Each stop gives them moments of reflection and discovery until they reach their goal.

· No Need to Shout because she learned a lot personally through the process. Great stories that improved through the process of rewriting. Social emotional learning really nice dialogue and great moments both emotional and comedic. Interesting twist having our main lose her voice and the others have to ‘speak for her’. Seeing how these friends will stick by one another and come up with a solution that works for everyone is a great lesson.
· Hiding in Plain Sight - Spot on for the age group, how we added a science element to hide and seek. It felt age appropriate with a nice way to weave in the curriculum element. This is one where our audience can use what they learn right away.
· Back Yard Soup - love the title, expands on Elinor world a little bit. Really fun way to talk about plants. It made plants fun and interesting.  Everyone loves BiBi and BaBa.
· Paper Trail was a really fun one - the discovery of the process. Gives the preschool a-ha! moment. Environmental piece to it. The environmental connection. Love how the kids appropriately make assumptions about “where paper comes from” and then go on a discovery adventure to re-think what they know.  I like that it ends with a conservation message.

· Thinking about Blinking and Ari’s Bath – both well-loved for Ari-humour and kid-relatable situations. 

WHAT DOESN’T WORK AS WELL? 

· Phenomena that are not easily observable to the kids are hard to communicate. 

· Concerns is that sometimes things get a little talky. We want to make sure we continue to balance these moments with humour or action. 

· Balance the process actions of thinking things through with something visually stimulating or some sort of action or humour. Thought bubbles help with this, changing visuals etc. 

· It’s better if there’s a little more of a hook for a character, why the story is important to them, it offsets the talky-ness. Make stories character driven. Use secondaries.

· In many of the Episodes the kids have a problem, then get curious about something else, which ultimately leads back to helping to solve their problem. These episodes sometimes have too much going on in them and seem unfocused as the kids get distracted. Some of them do work, “Colorful and Tasty” is a good example.  

· It sometimes helps when the kids observe each other or other speaking characters, then they can  just ask questions, rather than observing a creature like a bee or a non-mammal.  

· We need to remember that a lot of our audience may not have a forest or green space in their backyard - since we’d like them to be able to ‘mimic’ what our characters are doing, we should try to tell some stories that aren’t just nature-focused. i.e. ‘No Need to Shout’, ‘Mz. Moles Glasses’, ‘Bath Time’. That being said, those who don’t have access to nature as our characters do will, of course, find it interesting and educational.

· (From our educator Sara) I worry about is the idealism of the show (the upper class white community feel) and helping children who are in very different environments from Elinor, Olive, and Ari connect.  I think children living in inner city poverty and who have adults in their lives that are quick to anger or are exhausted and have no to little time  outdoors will benefit from the show, my concern is that they tune in and can identify in some way to some characters.

· The real challenge is keeping the young audience’s attention. While we want to be specific and illuminate the scientific process, they won’t learn anything if they change the channel (or whatever they do these days). 

· It’s a fine balance but achievable through story and character, making sure the pace moves along with energy and adding comedic moments. Speaking of which!
Humour

Layered humour is great and we want little “plums for Mums” and Dads too!  But we want MOST of the humour to be preschool-hilarious.  Keep those kids LAUGHING!

· Things preschool kids find funny
· The first source of comedy for babies is their parents.
Slapstick, mess and silly sounds are right in the age range. 

· Using an object for a different or wrong reason
· Using a banana as a phone
· Putting a shoe on their head

· Exaggeration
· Smelling paper flowers and saying how good they smell
· Squidward’s big nose.

· Misnaming things
· Bambi calling a skunk a flower

· Our audience doesn’t understand “jokes” yet
· Know the structure of jokes, practicing telling jokes, but they don’t really make sense

· Physical humor is right for our audience. but look for an imaginative story reason for this to happen.  We don’t want to just do Ari tripping over things

*COMEDY IS COGNITIVE 

•      Stage 1:  Laughter at the attachment figure (6 to 12 or 15 months) – surprise/slapstick/messiness
•      Stage 2:  Treating an object as a different object (12 or 15 months to 3, 4, or      	5 years) (underwear on the head)
•      Stage 3:  Misnaming objects or actions (2 to 3 or 4 years) (When Bambi calls the skunk “Flower”)
•      Stage 4:  Playing with word sounds (not meaning), nonsense real-word combinations, and distortion of features of objects (big noses, bababa-BOOM) (3 to 5 years)
•      Stage 5:  Pre-riddle, transition period (5 to 6 or 7 years) They typically laugh when they repeat the older children‘s riddles or jokes, but they don‘t really understand the meaning
•      Stage 6:  Riddles or jokes (from 6 or 7 years)




