 
	Kids Solve a problem for themselves (ND)
	23

	Kids solve a problem for someone else ( ND)
	11

	Kids observe nature (no ND)
	17

	Kids observe themselves or friends (no ND)
	7

	TOTAL
	58*

	
	

	Kids observe plants
	15

	Insects
	12

	Animals
Birds-10, Reptiles– 5, Fish – 2, Amphibians - 2
	19

	Mammals (themselves and their friends)
	11

	Environments
	6

	TOTAL
	63*

	
	*These numbers don’t balance with the Ep. numbers (53) because sometimes the kids observe more than one thing and also, I am bad at making things balance.

	Also we have SIX Ari Stories and 3 Olive Stories
	



1. WHAT ARE YOUR FIVE FAVORITE EPISODES SO FAR, AND WHY (be as specific as possible)?  

THIS IS VERY HARD TO CHOOSE!!!!!!!! And I reserve the right to revise before our meeting. 

Clubhouse – Surprise!  But of course it is actually a Daniel/Jorge story. I LOVE the inclusiveness, the agency and most of all the Explorer’s Pledge.  Although it’s so simple, I’m probably prouder of that pledge than anything I’ve ever written in my life. Brave, curious and kind, my new motto for life.  But I also really appreciate the science in this one – they just observe that the shells have gotten bigger, they don’t get into how this happens, then the immediately apply this information to their concrete, immediate, kid-like problem.  I learned a LOT writing this Ep.

Backyard Soup – I love this one because of the whimsical, kid-like nature of the goal – Backyard Soup.  And Elinor is empowered, certain she can make her famous dish for her grandparents.  When she realizes she can’t do it the way she’d expected, she adapts (learning along the way) and succeed.  I love that she wants to make soup for BiBi and Baba, a kind and kid-like thing to do.  Also Ari is funny in this one.

Why do Birds Sing – I like this one because Elinor is so pro-active about protecting her father’s sleep. She doesn’t hesitate, she just says she’ll figure it out and she does.  I also like the organic way they discover the science. This one has a little cheat at the end, where Elinor whistles at the birds to get them to follow her – not sure this would work, but it worked story-wise.

Why Do Birds Have Feathers – I like the random, kid-like way the problem arises and I love the fact they each come to their own conclusions and they are each right – would like to do this again.  I also like “vain Ari” – funnee.

Ari’s Bath/Thinking About Blinking – Okay, I’ll admit it, Ari is a star, and comedy is Queen.

The Science of Staying Warm – I like it that Elinor wants to figure this out on behalf of her friend, Olive

Feed The Birds – I really like this one because Elinor is worried about Chicky and had an emotional relationship with the little genderless bird. And it’s in winter. 

2. WHAT ARE EPISODES YOU THINK WERE NOT AS STRONG AS THE OTHERS (no need to be specific why, unless you want to be)? Also, don’t worry about who authored, it’s all a team effort.
Overall, I don’t like stories where the kids aren’t really able to observe what they need to discover, where science becomes too cumbersome or when the Natural Deign is too complicated. I would prefer they brainstorm crazy solutions that have to take too much time “building” or “making” IRL.
Snow Friends – This one was an interesting journey – but basically  there were too many concepts being mixed together (effects of water on snow vs effect of temperature on snow), and it was hard to observe.
Tomato Drop – again I would say the concepts were too complex,  and the kids couldn’t really come to the “parachute” conclusion on their own – it was a cheat.
The Syrup Tree – It always bugged me a little that the kids would get the idea of syrup delivery system from something they didn’t actually see, only read in a book. 

3. WHAT KIND OF STORIES DO YOU WANT TO SEE MORE OF AND WHY? 

Funny stories – always.

Kid-relatable with a little whimsical logic twist like Ari fighting off the birds in Pokey Plant, Backyard Soup or Bubble House, 

Stories with heart. 
I like it when the kids do nice things for others, like finding Ms. Mole’s glasses, like helping MR. Hamster tell the twins apart, or helping Mrs. Gorilla with her slow ketchup. 
I like it when they do nice things for each other, like when Elinor figures out why Olive needs a coat, or why Ari should take a bath.

Process Stories- like Paper Trail or Strawberry Jam, that illuminate how many things we have in our daily life are made from natural things, they don’t just come from a store!

I like it when the kids form a personal bond with the nature they observe, when they worry about how other creatures and nature are doing and take (small, kid-like) responsibility for their well-being

I would also like to see a little more art-making integrated into the show. Preschoolers are natural artists. 
.
I would like to see shows where the interconnectedness of nature is observed.

I like shows with agency, stewardship and taking care.

Seasons and holidays. 

4. WHAT KIND OF TOPICS DO YOU WANT TO SEE MORE OF AND WHY? 

I like topics best when there is a simple, clear relation  between the science observed and the natural design – like “Butterfly Drinks” or “Colourful and Tasty” or “Expanding Clubhouse”.

5. WHICH CHARACTER OR CHARACTERS DO YOU WANT TO SEE MORE OF AND WHY? 

Well, Olive, obviously, but also BiBi and Dad. Mz. Mole is such a winner, I can’t get enough of her.  Koa is super-funny, and I like the goat twins. And Mr. Antelope. 

6. WHAT DOES DAD DO?   - He’s a cartoonist.  

7. PRETEND YOURE A TV CRITIC AND WRITE A CRITIQUE (POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE) OF THE WRITING SO FAR.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Whimsical, kid-like and sweet, Elinor Wonders Why is everything you’ve been looking for in science oriented preschool educational television, although sometimes it can be a little instructive and pedantic. The kids occasionally sound and act like mini-adults and use sentence construction and expressions that are out of the age-range.  But the stories are built around CURIOSITY and ACTION, so when the kids’ natural whimsy and kid-like humour comes out, that’s when the series really shines.  And our main characters are such nice kids, kind, curious, loyal and such good friends. Great role models and the type of kids you’d invite to a sleepover to calm the rest of the monsters down.  FOUR THUMBS UP!! (who has four thumbs?)
