	 	 	 	 	
EWW 121
Senor Tapir
Hold On Tight!
by Robert Sams

Follows: Episode 152
Curriculum: Scientist and explorer John Muir once climbed a giant pine tree to experience what trees experience in a wind storm.
LS2: Plants have different parts that help them grow and survive.
I. Intro scene in which the kids and Senor Tapir observe a small pine tree (about the height of Senor Tapir) covered in snow and bent over nearly to the ground. The kids are amazed the tree didn’t break.	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: Fun, but I think it will take too long to set up and connect to the song. We don’t need snow. How about it’s a windy day and they see the trees shaking a lot? 
II. Senor Tapir sings a song about John Muir, a scientist and explorer who loved the outdoors. In the mountains of California one day, he decided to climb a 100 foot tall Douglas Spruce tree during a wind storm to experience what the trees experience. While holding on tight for several hours, he swayed back and forth and watched the forests ripple with waves of wind, like waves on the ocean. His tree bent and danced wildly, but did not break, demonstrating the amazing ability of a tree to flex in the wind withstand even the strongest storms.
III. The story ends and everyone is impressed by the flexibility of a pine tree. Senor Tapir brushes the snow off the little pine tree and it springs upright. Everyone cheers.	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: Same comment as above. Suggest they end by having a bunch of leaves/pine needles sprinkle on their heads from the tree shaking.
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PBS Notes:
Very fun interstitial.  We think the general direction is fine, and John Muir is definitely a fascinating subject!
 
Anne, Brad and I all had the same reaction, though, that having the snow bend the pine trees feels like a clearer visual for the idea we’re trying to communicate.  We’re not sure if wind will capture the full effect of the tree’s flexibility in quite the same way. 
 
Also, a note on safety: I don’t think we’re in danger of having kids try to model behavior after John Muir, but just in case, would it be possible to have him climbing with some sort of safety gear? A harness, etc.? Open to everyone’s thoughts on this.
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