ELINOR’S TOWNELINOR WONDERS WHY	Comment by Natalie Engel: We forget sometimes, too…
Light The Way	Comment by Natalie Engel: We’re so excited to see the beautiful nighttime firefly scene from the animation test come to life in a full 11-minute story! This will be so lovely.
PREMISE April 02, 2019

Elinor’s Question: How can we  talk to each other in the dark without making noise?	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Important to include this.
Logline: Elinor and her friends are having a camping sleepover in the backyard, but when they get too loud, they need to find a new way to communicate so they don’t keep everyone awake.
Curriculum Goals:
SEP – To be determined at outline.
LS2: Understand that animals have different body parts that are used in different ways to meet their needs. (Elinor and her friends observe the flashing abdomens of the fireflies) 	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Super cute!
ND2: Begin to understand that systems developed in our world often work in similar ways to systems found in the natural world. (After being inspired by the fireflies, Elinor and her friends decide to communicate with their flashlights). 

Elinor and her friends are enjoying a sleepover in Elinor’s backyard. They each have their own flashlights, and their own little pup tents, while Elinor’s Mom and  Dad are enjoying some adult time on the back porch. As the sun starts to set, Elinor’s Dad tells the kids it’s time to go to sleep. But Elinor and her friends aren’t tired, and keep talking, telling jokes, and laughing from their sleeping bags, playing the “good-night” game. Ranger Rabbit tells the kids that if they aren’t going to sleep, they need to at least be quiet so as not to wake the neighbours – but how? They try whispering, but they can’t hear each other, they try hand gestures, but it’s too dark to see.  What to do?  As they are puzzling, Olive suddenly sees a small light flashing nearby -  what is that? 	Comment by Natalie Engel: Ranger Rabbit has a pretty clear role in the story from here on out, but Dad mostly drops out after this.  What is he up to while Ranger Rabbit helps the kids investigate? Or is he along for the exploration?

“Mom, Dad!  Look at that little light!” Ranger Rabbit and Dad tell the kids they’d better investigate (but to stay in the back yard, of course). The kids grab their flashlights and follow the little flashing light.  What could it be?  Is it a fairy?  But each time they get close the light takes off again. Finally they catch up, approaching slowly so as not to startle the light as it flashes.  They are able to observe – oh, look, it’s a little bug!  It’s a firefly, says Ranger Rabbit, approaching gently.  The kids watch carefully, they observe the light in the little bugs belly flashing on and off.  Elinor wonders why it does that, why doesn’t the bug just keep its light on all the time?  We need more observations. 	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Wonder what Sara thinks about this question since a fairy is not something that is real.	Comment by Natalie Engel: Worth getting Sara’s thoughts on it, but it seems like a natural, kid-like line of thought. Fireflies really do seem magical, and how cool is it that they’re real?	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Is it appropriate for Ranger Rabbit to catch on in his hand (gently of course) so they can look at it more closely?	Comment by Anne E. Lund: We will want to use the right term here – is it its belly?

At that moment the firefly takes off and leads them to  the edge of the yard where, in a grassy area nearby, they discover a whole field full of fireflies! As the kids watch with wonder, Elinor notices that some of them are flashing in a distinctive pattern which seems to attract others. The kids watch as the fireflies flash back and forth in simple patterns. (1..1 – 1-2…1-2) How interesting…it looks like the fireflies are flashing back and forth to each other on purpose!  The kids spitball why, and decide that maybe the fireflies are talking by flashing. That inspires Elinor and she realizes that they can use their flashlights to talk to each other from their tents! After deciding on a simple code. (one flash means “hi”, two means “how are you”, three means “fine” and four means “night-night”) The kids eagerly return to their tents and blink their flashlights back and forth into the night, stifling giggles, until they all flash four times and fall asleep.	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Would this be something they could notice?  Maybe Ranger Rabbit is helpful here?	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Is this a pattern of short and long flashes or number of flashes before a pause?  Looking forward to seeing how this works.	Comment by Anne E. Lund: I wonder if this is too big of a leap.  Maybe it’s more a question that follows? Why are the fireflies flashing in a pattern?  (Also, we might want to mention that they are also called lightening bugs. Depending on where kids lived, they may be called different things.)

NOTE: if necessary, Ranger Rabbit and Dad can have a tent outside too. 	Comment by Anne E. Lund: This is probably a good idea.
 
