
[image: https://lh6.googleusercontent.com/23oG2aUB3W7JAWI3LwqN2efJfN_tDZrEQtHipZrV9wJy8Pz4Sei9nF3XsoNt0jUcx4w03vZytMj-1eQX1nPO5T9DwAf5OX5nd25qxw1O5ahvkOZrTmqoUTFyjS7rM_oKUbB5mtiN]


S01 Back Half Questionnaire!

WHAT ARE YOUR FIVE FAVORITE EPISODES SO FAR, AND WHY (be as specific as possible)?
Natalie - There aren’t many episodes that she doesn't like. Think there are a lot of great episodes and others on their way to becoming great. The quality of the stories have been very high. Mz. Moles Glasses, No Need to Shout because she learned a lot personally through the process. Great stories that improved through the process. 

Anne - Loves bird stories! Liked the stories that come from preschool questions that make kids wonder and discovery like the butterflies episode. Really like the Owl Girl Redux. Stories were easy to read and flowed very nicely. 

Natalie - Spot on for the age group - hiding in plain site, how can we add a science element to hide and seek. It felt age appropriate with a nice way to weave int he curriculum element. This is one they can use what they learn. Love Back Yard Soup - love the title, expands on Elinor world a little bit. Really fun way to talk about plants. It made plants fun and interesting.

Anne - Paper trail was a really fun one - the discovery of the process. Gives in the preschool a-ha! Moments. Environmental piece to it. The environmental connection. Pokey Plant - made plants sound fun and interesting. 

WHAT ARE EPISODES YOU THINK WERE NOT AS STRONG AS THE OTHERS (no need to be specific why, unless you want to be)? Also, don’t worry about who authored, it’s all a team effort.
Natalie - Speed Racer - it all got there in the end but it took some time to figure out. How to boil down into a simple story. A lot of complicated ideas and it was the matter how to make it all work for the age group. The concept seemed pretty big for the audience. Aerodynamics and the way animals move, there was a lot going on and we had an additional layer of kid questions. 

Stories without the observable phanomanons. 

Wind in the Web - you can’t see the air and sometimes the story relied on background knowledge so it’s harder to keep it simple and alive in the preschool world. 
Snow Friends was a hard one throughout to figure out. 

The Town Picnic - because we’ve been looking at it so closely during conversational episodes. The story takes on a lot. Complicated - observes the water, how Bees make he honey, it’s an ambitious story. Connecting the dots is a little harder than others. 
Broad Note:
Sometimes with modelling the observing hypothesizing, concluding - concerns is sometimes things get a little talky. We want to make sure we continue to balance these moments with humour or action. Balance the process actions of thinking through with opportunity for keeping things active.

If there’s a little more of a hook for a character. Why it’s important to them it offsets the talky-ness. 

Rollie Pollie felt like it was a lot of talking. Very talky and less of action. Characters didn't do anything physically. Found herself wishing for more physicality. 

Thought bubbles help with this, changing visuals etc. 


WHAT KIND OF STORIES DO YOU WANT TO SEE MORE OF AND WHY?
Natalie - Like a lot of the Town stories. Animal Town seems really fun, would love to explore it more in detail. Consider all the personalities and give side characters some time to shine. Olive is starting to shine a bit more and she’s happy about that. Always interesting to have a story to focus on one of the three kids - character driven stories (science of staying warm). Stories that allow one of the kids to shine.

Anne - Always interested in the natural design piece. The pilot was one of those models. The Bubble House episode was another example. Finding those things kids will be familiar with and connect with something in nature as inspiration. Make those clear connections with the natural design curriculum. Really like how we’ve been pulling engineering through, pulling the process out int he stories. When they build something or fix something. Getting kids to fix something, if it’s not working you can try again. 

Natalie - loves Babi and Baba. Might be interesting to explore stories that feel like a different setting or a different set of circumstances. Where we find themselves, stories set in the town, in the school, in the characters houses. Baby birds!
Doesn't seem like there is anything glaringly missing so far.

WHAT KIND OF TOPICS DO YOU WANT TO SEE MORE OF AND WHY?
Anne - A lot about features of animals. More interesting plants and their parts, haven’t really talked about what else plants can do. Comparing plants and animals and if there is anything that can be found there. The needs that plants needs vs the needs that animals need. 
More natural design stories. 
Using your senses to make observation 
Looking at size bringing in the math piece. Connecting math into science, measuring, counting, data collection etc. 
Developing using models - Using models to understand a larger concept (the nature book, the though bubbles, etc).

WHICH CHARACTER OR CHARACTERS DO YOU WANT TO SEE MORE OF AND WHY?
Babi and Baba
Always great to see Olive stories
Ari isn't always the one who is getting the punch line - the girls aren't always reacting to him. Don’t want to fall into gender tropes. All our characters are funny 
Elinor is playing mediator or narrator that makes her seem more mature - watch out for that
The townies - the id townies haven’t been really explored. Want a sense of other kids in the neighbourhood. What are they like? Can they add a different dynamic
Love the Goat Twins
Gee-Raffe was funny visually when this show was pitched to us
Are there other kinds of family structures we can have represented in the show? Is Olives mom single?
What does Mr. Rabbit do? He’s still finding himself. Running a business from his home. Stay at home dad is fine. 

PRETEND YOU’RE A TV CRITIC AND WRITE A CRITIQUE (POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE) OF THE WRITING SO FAR.
Natalie: The show is doing a lovely job of balancing a lot of different things and keeping things at age appropriate level. Only worry from time to time leaning to heavily on dialogue and don't want things to get talky. Overall please with how everything is coming along.

Special: Whatever lends itself to a longer form narrative PBS would like to talk about it! Whatever you feel excited about. Explore a 2 11 minute or 4 11 minute. Let the creative drive it.
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