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S01 Back Half Questionnaire Answers ! 

WHAT ARE YOUR FIVE FAVORITE EPISODES SO FAR, AND WHY (be as specific as possible)?
Natalie - There aren’t many episodes that she doesn't like. Think there are a lot of great episodes and others on their way to becoming great. The quality of the stories have been very high. 
· Mz. Moles Glasses
· No Need to Shout because she learned a lot personally through the process. Great stories that improved through the process. 
· Hiding in plain site - Spot on for the age group. How we added a science element to hide and seek. It felt age appropriate with a nice way to weave in the curriculum element. This is one they can use what they learn as well.
· Back Yard Soup - love the title, expands on Elinor world a little bit. Really fun way to talk about plants. It made plants fun and interesting.
Anne - Loves bird stories! Liked the stories that come from preschool questions that make kids wonder and to discovery like the butterfly episode. Really like 
· Owl Girl Redux - Story were easy to read and flowed very nicely. 
· Paper Trail was a really fun one - the discovery of the process. Gives the preschool a-ha! moment. Environmental piece to it. The environmental connection. 
· The Pokey Plant - made plants sound fun and interesting. 
Sara – It was not easy to stay at five and for very different reasons.
· Owl girl- probably because I watched it the most, maybe all shows get even better the more you watch ….maybe  makes me laugh...has just the right level/ amount of content, beautiful 
· The paper trail- I love how the kids appropriately make assumptions about “where paper comes from” and then go on a discovery adventure to re-think what they know.  I like that it ends with a conservation message.
· The House that Ants Built and Make Music Naturally for the strong connections between design and nature and because they are both episodes that all kids (no matter where they live) can apply to their lives pretty immediately.
· No Need to Shout - for the social emotional learning

Kevin - This is a tough one as i’m a bit prejudice to the ones that are now animated and so full of beautiful visuals but i’ll do my best :) Here are a few in no particular order 

· Owl Girl - its a sweet episode with our lead ‘Elinor’ front and center on an adventure with her mom. There’s a nice relationship playing throughout as they joke with one another. I really enjoy how Ranger Rabbit helps lead elinor to discover and explore as she learns about owls as well as all nocturnal animals. The visuals turned out really nice as we get to see the beautiful forest at night. 
· No need to shout - really nice dialogue and great moments both emotional and comedic. Interesting twist having our main lose her voice and the others have to ‘speak for her’. Seeing how these friends will stick by one another and come up with a solution that works for everyone is a great lesson.
· Mz. Moles glasses - not only are our kids doing a wonderful thing for their teacher, being very considerate and kind, but the idea of an adventure where they are following clues is always fun. We get to visit several of our wonderful secondary characters in their workplace and enjoy the relationships the kids have with each of them. Each stop gives them moments of reflection and discovery until they reach their goal.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Thinking about Blinking - a very interesting topic told with a super fun idea 'staring contest' - setting the stage as Ari the champion (almost like a prize fighter) is a fun visual to play with. A fun script to read with lots of great comedy throughout  
· Bath Time - I cant wait to see Ari visually looking like pigpen from peanuts! it's a really fun episode and has a lot of visual gags throughout. It also has a different dynamic to it as Ari is off on his own devices while Elinor and Olive are the ones observing and working together. 

Kathy 
· Clubhouse – Surprise!  But of course it is actually a Daniel/Jorge story. I LOVE the inclusiveness, the agency and most of all the Explorer’s Pledge.  Although it’s so simple, I’m probably prouder of that pledge than anything I’ve ever written in my life. Brave, curious and kind, my new motto for life.  But I also really appreciate the science in this one – they just observe that the shells have gotten bigger, they don’t get into how this happens, then the immediately apply this information to their concrete, immediate, kid-like problem.  I learned a LOT writing this Ep.
· Backyard Soup – I love this one because of the whimsical, kid-like nature of the goal – Backyard Soup.  And Elinor is empowered, certain she can make her famous dish for her grandparents.  When she realizes she can’t do it the way she’d expected, she adapts (learning along the way) and succeed.  I love that she wants to make soup for BiBi and Baba, a kind and kid-like thing to do.  Also Ari is funny in this one.
· Why do Birds Sing – I like this one because Elinor is so pro-active about protecting her father’s sleep. She doesn’t hesitate, she just says she’ll figure it out and she does.  I also like the organic way they discover the science. This one has a little cheat at the end, where Elinor whistles at the birds to get them to follow her – not sure this would work, but it worked story-wise.
· Why Do Birds Have Feathers – I like the random, kid-like way the problem arises and I love the fact they each come to their own conclusions and they are each right – would like to do this again.  I also like “vain Ari” – funnee.
· Ari’s Bath/Thinking About Blinking – Okay, I’ll admit it, Ari is a star, and comedy is Queen.
· The Science of Staying Warm – I like it that Elinor wants to figure this out on behalf of her friend, Olive
· Feed The Birds – I really like this one because Elinor is worried about Chicky and had an emotional relationship with the little genderless bird. And it’s in winter.

Mike - The Seed of an Idea. I like this one because of its great use of the natural design element in the curriculum, which is often very hard to work into these episodes

· Mz. Mole’s Glasses. This one has a bit of a mystery aspect to it that is fun and also a sweet message of the kids trying to help their teacher

· Burrowing Owl Girl. This is a fun episode and I really like that the Owl Girl costume is once again in play even when it doesn’t ne, because that feels like such a kid-centric thing to do. This episode has some interesting life science, but also a good sense of whimsy to it. (Full disclosure, I haven’t read the D1 yet, just the outline)

· Amazing Expandable Clubhouse. This was a fun episode that really incorporates a lot of the other kids in it, which I really like and would like to see more of.

Paul- I’m learning a lot working on this show! In my opinion the most successful stories are the ones that have the perfect mixture of fun/comedy (that make me LOL), are character driven (characters have a specific goal) and the science fits in perfectly. But more importantly I chose the FUN episodes and this is why 

· Bath Time – A great kid question and was loaded with kid-like gross humour. The grosser the better for kids. It was character driven – the characters weren’t actually driving but I thought Ari had a strong goal that he didn’t want to bathe anymore, and the science was woven in beautifully. Overall great kid question and smelly is just funny! 
· Pirate Treasure – Kids are going to love this story! It’s very kid relatable which I think is the most important. Every kid has played pirates and went on a “real” treasure hunt! I want to go on one now. It also introduces a fun new character and he’s nuts. The curriculum works well with the story and overall a great kid activity makes this episode fun!
· The Science of Staying Warm – I love how this is an Olive story. She’s so cute in it. A lot of physical comedy in this episode. I feel every kid can relate to having to wear all those winter clothes (especially in CANADA!). I also learned something in this episode. Visually I think the snow will (or does) look awesome and is a different setting. Overall visually funny which makes this episode fun! (Also, it was written by my boss, so I must like it).
· The Paper Trail – I loved this script. It’s such a great message for kids and a great observation – where does paper come from? I literally googled tree farms after reading this and did some extra learning on this topic. I’m hoping kids do the same. I also like how this story is structured and it has a great PUNNY title. It was a mystery and they followed the curriculum to solve the case. Overall this is a great adventure story that also shows a lot of ANIMAL TOWN which makes it fun!
· Frozen Fish – I like this one for personal reasons, since I used to go Ice fishing with my dad (classic Canada) when I was a plump freckled sticky kid. I wondered the same question? I also thought we’d catch actual frozen fish. It was fun to learn that they can survive the winter. I also think this episode will be visually pleasing and be cool to see under the ice. Overall a great kid question makes this episode super fun. 
WHAT ARE EPISODES YOU THINK WERE NOT AS STRONG AS THE OTHERS (no need to be specific why, unless you want to be)? Also, don’t worry about who authored, it’s all a team effort.
Natalie/Anne - Stories without the observable phenomenon’s are hard to communicate. Concerns is sometimes things get a little talky. We want to make sure we continue to balance these moments with humour or action. Balance the process actions of thinking things through with something visually stimulating or some sort of action or humour. Thought bubbles help with this, changing visuals etc. Also, usually if there’s a little more of a hook for a character, why the story is important to them, it offsets the talky-ness. Making stories character driven.
· Speed Racer - it all got there in the end but it took some time to figure out. How to boil it down into a simple story. A lot of complicated ideas and it was the matter how to make it all work for the age group. The concept seemed pretty big for the audience. Aerodynamics and the way animals move, there was a lot going on and we had an additional layer of kid questions. 
· Wind in the Web - you can’t see the air and sometimes the story relied on background knowledge so it’s harder to keep it simple.
· Snow Friends was a hard one throughout to figure out. 
· The Town Picnic - because we’ve been looking at it so closely during conversational episodes. The story takes on a lot. Complicated - observes the water, how Bees make the honey, it’s an ambitious story. Connecting the dots is a little harder than others. 
· Rollie Pollie felt like it was a lot of talking. Very talky and less of action. Characters didn't do anything physically. Found herself wishing for more physicality. 
Kevin - Overall, these stories are very charming and are very unique in how we approach them. I think for the most part the few i mention below are mostly due to not have comedic moments or an overall sense of energetic fun to the exploration process. We’ve discussed at our last story session that we want to introduce more comedy which is an excellent direction to go in moving forward. We try to add the visual comedy when we can, as long as it makes sense to the situation - and not forced. Having a character be clumsy and fall can get stale quick so having it present through dialogue or a situation built into the moment works best.

· Ari’s cousin - and the reason is because i felt the kids came across us unintelligent, not knowing what a bat should look like, and even when standing beside his cousin, they still didnt know. I liked how they examined ari and his characteristics - breaking it down on a list.They also seemed to be frustrated as they tried to figure it out instead of having fun on their exploration 
· Tomato drop- the concept and how they go about it is very intriguing but lacked some comedy and fun energetic moments. 
· Pokey Plant- the idea of learning about a cactus is fun but the execution felt a bit stagnant. Visually, a large portion of the episode - while learning about the cactus - takes place in one focussed area of the school yard which is challenging to make the episode exciting for the viewers. 
Kathy - Overall, I don’t like stories where the kids aren’t really able to observe what they need to discover, where science becomes too cumbersome or when the Natural Deign is too complicated. I would prefer they brainstorm crazy solutions that have to take too much time “building” or “making” IRL.
· Snow Friends – This one was an interesting journey – but basically  there were too many concepts being mixed together (effects of water on snow vs effect of temperature on snow), and it was hard to observe.
· Tomato Drop – again I would say the concepts were too complex,  and the kids couldn’t really come to the “parachute” conclusion on their own – it was a cheat.
· The Syrup Tree – It always bugged me a little that the kids would get the idea of syrup delivery system from something they didn’t actually see, only read in a book. 

Mike - I can’t think of any specific episodes off the top of my head, but the one I tend to respond to less are the ones that get bogged down by more complicated science topics. The episodes where the science is simpler and easier to explain to the kids tend to leave more time for story, character and humor, which ultimately make for better episodes in my opinion.

Paul - The thing I like about working on this show is it seems we’re tackling stories using the curriculum that have never been told before. Frozen ponds, different plants, learning why we sneeze? Why we blink? We are forging new grounds and challenging the status quo. That being said, I’ve worked in preschool for a couple years now and I’m already seeing recycled stories that are just so “preschool” to me. Elinor has a couple of those – it’s not a bad thing just something I’ve realized. “A Soccer episode” Kids love soccer, I get it. “Losing your voice episode” it seems every show I work on has a character lose their voice. “The go kart episode” This is in every season of every show ever made. Like I said, it’s not a bad thing but I think the episodes that push the envelope or make our audience think a little more, staying away from the classic preschool tropes are more successful.


WHAT KIND OF STORIES DO YOU WANT TO SEE MORE OF AND WHY?
Natalie – Doesn't seem like there is anything glaringly missing so far.
· Like a lot of the Town stories. Animal Town seems really fun, would love to explore it more in detail. 
· Consider all the personalities and give side characters some time to shine. Olive is starting to shine a bit more and she’s happy about that. Always interesting to have a story to focus on one of the three kids - character driven stories (science of staying warm). Stories that allow one of the kids to shine.
· Love Babi and Baba. 
· Might be interesting to explore stories that feel like a different setting or a different set of circumstances. Where we find themselves, stories set in the town, in the school, in the characters houses. Baby birds!
Anne 
· Always interested in the natural design piece. The pilot was one of those models. The Bubble House episode was another example. Finding those things kids will be familiar with and connect with something in nature as inspiration. Make those clear connections with the natural design curriculum. 
· Really like how we’ve been pulling engineering through, pulling the process out in the stories. 
· When they build something or fix something. Getting kids to fix something, if it’s not working you can try again. 
Sara- I really like the stories that engage the characters in actions that take help them know more or be able to do something to help make the environment better.  I like giving the ‘kids’ both the characters and the viewers the agency to be important in the community.

Kevin - I think we continue as we are which is covering an array of stories - from situations that is very present in our audiences lives ie. ‘bath time’ and ‘special places’ to learning about something that they probably would never get the opportunity to explore like in ‘the paper trail’

· I think we can continue to have our mains interact with other classmates outside of school - giving them their moments to shine as well - i’m sure our audience will be curious about them.

· In regards to production - Visually - some more stories taking place in the fall or at night - the visuals/BGs and art direction is beautiful 

· We also have new locations created and would be nice to revisit again - ie mr.hippos general store, mr.raccoons bakery, Elinor’s exterior house in the winter etc.

Kathy - Funny stories – always.
· Kid-relatable with a little whimsical logic twist like Ari fighting off the birds in Pokey Plant, Backyard Soup or Bubble House, 
· Stories with heart. 
· I like it when the kids do nice things for others, like finding Ms. Mole’s glasses, like helping MR. Hamster tell the twins apart, or helping Mrs. Gorilla with her slow ketchup. 
· I like it when they do nice things for each other, like when Elinor figures out why Olive needs a coat, or why Ari should take a bath.
· Process Stories- like Paper Trail or Strawberry Jam, that illuminate how many things we have in our daily life are made from natural things, they don’t just come from a store!
· I like it when the kids form a personal bond with the nature they observe, when they worry about how other creatures and nature are doing and take (small, kid-like) responsibility for their well-being
· I would also like to see a little more art-making integrated into the show. Preschoolers are natural artists. 
· I would like to see shows where the interconnectedness of nature is observed.
· I like shows with agency, stewardship and taking care.
· Seasons and holidays. 
Mike - I would like to see stories that focus more on world building in Animal Town, in terms of getting to know the secondary characters a bit more, both the kids and adults. Perhaps we could do a few episodes that don’t focus on Elinor and friends, but have them play a more secondary role to one of the characters that usually play a supporting role, like Sally Beaver or Koa or the Goat Twins, etc.
Paul – Funny and more focused on one character.
· I love Mz. Mole – maybe it was because I was in the records at the beginning but that actress can make anything funny and interesting. I’d love more Mz. Mole!
· I have a feeling PBS is going to say this but more ideas like The Seed of an Idea. I find those so fascinating.
· Maybe more episodes where a secondary character takes a shine. I like the new Bee episode with Koa. Learning more about our secondary makes our world grow which is fun.

WHAT KIND OF TOPICS DO YOU WANT TO SEE MORE OF AND WHY?
Anne/Natalie - A lot about the features of animals. Maybe more about interesting plants and their parts, haven’t really talked about what other fascinating things plants can do.
· Comparing plants and animals and if there is anything that can be found there. The needs that plants needs vs the needs that animals need. 
· More natural design stories. 
· Using your senses to make observation 
· Looking at size bringing in the math piece to stories. Connecting math and science, measuring, counting, data collection etc. 
· Developing using models - Using models to understand a larger concept (the nature book, the though bubbles, etc).
Kevin - I think we need to remember that a lot of our audience may not have a forest or green space in their backyard - since we’d like them to be able to ‘mimic’ what our characters are doing, we should try to tell some stories that arent just nature focused. Ie. ‘No need to shout’, ‘Ms.Moles Glasses’, ‘Bath Time’. That being said, those who don’t have access to nature as our characters do will, of course, find it interesting and educational.

Kathy - I like topics best when there is a simple, clear relation  between the science observed and the natural design – like “Butterfly Drinks” or “Colourful and Tasty” or “Expanding Clubhouse”.
Mike - I would love to see more natural design stories be worked in because those are very interesting, but I must confess that I have tried to come up with ND pitches and they’re not always the easiest, so I understand moving to more life science topics.
Paul – More episodes about protecting and cherishing the environment like “The Paper Trail”.
WHICH CHARACTER OR CHARACTERS DO YOU WANT TO SEE MORE OF AND WHY?
Natalie/Anne - Babi and Baba
· Always great to see Olive stories
· Make sure Ari isn't always the one who is getting the punch line - the girls aren't always reacting to him. Don’t want to fall into gender tropes. All our characters are funny 
· Elinor is playing mediator or narrator that makes her seem more mature - watch out for that
· The townies - the townies haven’t been really explored. Want a sense of other kids in the neighborhood. What are they like? Can they add a different dynamic
· Love the Goat Twins
· Gee-Raffe was funny visually when this show was pitched to us
· Are there other kinds of family structures we can have represented in the show? Is Olives Mom single?
· What does Mr. Rabbit do? He’s still finding himself. Running a business from his home. Stay at home dad is fine too.
Sara - I love them all and feel that the current balance is good.

Kevin - I think what we’ve established so far is working well. Building an environment where the kids can explore and interact with many characters to help us tell these stories. 

· We should continue to explore our secondaries - and their workplace as mentioned above ie. mr.hippo and his general store, mr.raccoon at the bakery, farmer bears farm, etc, showing the community, the relationships they share with one another 

· Mr. rabbit is a fun quirky character 

· Mrs.mole and Ranger Rabbit seem to be our two main adults that help guide/educate the kids in whatever the situation may be. I do like that they are very different in personality traits, action, acting etc. which really helps them not appear to be the same character.

· Kids: Koa is super chill with a great voice. Everyone seems to enjoy him and can’t help smile when he’s on screen.

· As i mentioned above - I think we should continue to introduce the kids from the class as our audience . Ie, tito mouse, Javier moose.

Kathy - Well, Olive, obviously, but also BiBi and Dad. Mz. Mole is such a winner, I can’t get enough of her.  Koa is super-funny, and I like the goat twins. And Mr. Antelope.

Mike - As stated above, I would just love to see more of the kids in Elinor’s class and get to know their personalities and quirks in greater depth.
Paul - Like I said before Mz. Mole is great. I also like Olive’s Mom – her design is great! More Olive stories would be great!
PRETEND YOU’RE A TV CRITIC AND WRITE A CRITIQUE (POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE) OF THE WRITING SO FAR.
Natalie/Anne -  The show is doing a lovely job of balancing a lot of different things and keeping things at age appropriate level. Only worry from time to time leaning to heavily on dialogue and don't want things to get talky. Overall please with how everything is coming along.
· Special: Whatever lends itself to a longer form narrative PBS would like to talk about it! Whatever you feel excited about. Explore a 2 11 minute or 4 11 minute. Let the creative drive it.

Sara - I’m definitely not a critic or a good pretender...the only thing that I worry about is the idealism of the show (the upper class white community feel) and helping children who are in very different environments from Elinor, Olive, and Ari connect.  I think children living in inner city poverty and who have adults in their lives that are quick to anger or are exhausted and have no to little time  outdoors will benefit from the show, my concern is that they tune in and can identify in some way to some characters.

Kevin - These stories are very endearing and incredibly interesting - although it’s for a young audience, I certainly learn something in almost every script which makes it a very appealing show to watch for both youngsters and their parents to share together. These stories help our audience to follow long with our characters and ask questions - with the hopes that this will encourage our audience to step outside, open their eyes to the wonderment around them. 

· The real challenge is having a show that is at times highly sophisticated in its teachings, be something that’ll keep the young audiences attention. It’s a fine balance but making sure the pace moves along, with some energy and adding comedic moment will go a long way
Kathy - Whimsical, kid-like and sweet, Elinor Wonders Why is everything you’ve been looking for in science oriented preschool educational television, although sometimes it can be a little instructive and pedantic. The kids occasionally sound and act like mini-adults and use sentence construction and expressions that are out of the age-range.  But the stories are built around CURIOSITY and ACTION, so when the kids’ natural whimsy and kid-like humour comes out, that’s when the series really shines.  And our main characters are such nice kids, kind, curious, loyal and such good friends. Great role models and the type of kids you’d invite to a sleepover to calm the rest of the monsters down.  FOUR THUMBS UP!! (who has four thumbs?)

Mike - Elinor Wonders Why is an incredibly sweet and sincere preschool series that gives children a great basic understanding of many science topics. It is full of very authentic kid characters that are great models for the audience to relate to and identify with.  The writers of EWW have created a full and colorful world of interesting places and characters that still have yet to fully tapped into, leading to a vast array of possibilities for the future of the show.
Paul - “That’s so interesting” – the words I couldn’t stop muttering to myself as I checked out the latest EWW episode. I was generally intrigued in what the characters were learning and needed more observations myself. I found the stories and visuals lent themselves beautifully to the medium and are bound to invoke the child-like wonder in all of us. 

· I find some episodes talky and move slower than I’d like. I wish there was a way they could heighten up the action and comedy, while keeping its charm I gravitate towards.
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