ELINOR’S TOWN
“Together as a Team” (formerly: “Why Are There So Many Different Kinds of Plants?”)
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Elinor’s Question: Is a forest like a team? 
Logline: Elinor has trouble finding a soccer team position that suits her, until she sees how the forest is like a team too, which helps her identify a skill that best lets her contribute to her team.
Curriculum Goals:
· SEP – To be determined at outline.
· Begin to understand that animals and plants depend on other living things and nonliving things in the environment to meet some of their needs: (LS5).
· Begin to understand that systems developed in our world often work in similar ways to systems found in the natural world. (ND2).

Elinor and her classmates are on the soccer field, with Hazel kicking the ball, and the other kids all chasing it like a rampaging herd. When Elinor tries to kick the ball, she slips and lands on her bunny tail: whomp! <giggle> She’s alright! Ms. Mole knows how much her class enjoys free play time, but today she’s going to organize them so they can learn how to play soccer together as a team. With Ari and Hazel as her helpers, Ms. Mole breaks down the different positions a soccer team has - forwards, midfielders, and defenders – and the skills players use - running, kicking, and heading - to move the ball around the field. Her demonstration is highly amusing for the kids, as Ms. Mole is predictably slow to react at some points, while at other times, is surprisingly spry with her moves! The kids spread out to do drills based on the skills Ms. Mole mentioned, so they can determine which positions each student would like to play on the team.

With each drill the kids do however, Elinor proves to be the least skilled. In the running drill, she finishes last… but upon observing how fast Silas Cheetah and Tito Mouse are when they run, she thinks they’d make great forwards, since forwards have to get to the other team’s net the fastest! In the kicking drill, Elinor kicks her ball the shortest distance, and her passes are the most off-target. But seeing how accurate the Goat Twins’ passes are, and how strong Hazel’s kicks are, Elinor thinks they’d make great midfielders who have to move the ball up and down the field a lot. Ari asides to Elinor that he’s not very good at any of the drills and he’s feeling glum about it. Elinor admits to feeling that way too. But as they walk past the goal, Elinor’s eyes light up as she realizes that Ari, with his wide wings, would make a great goaltender! She kicks the ball at him, and as she predicted, he makes a great wide-winged save! Ari is thrilled at finding a position that suits him! Though he wishes Elinor found a one that works for her too. Elinor doesn’t think she’s good at anything when it comes to soccer, a point which gets reinforced when Ari passes the ball back to her, Elinor misses it, and it rolls off the pitch and down a hill into the surrounding forest.

Dashing around various plants and trees as she searches for the wayward ball, Elinor chuckles. The forest reminds her of her soccer team, with players of all different sizes and shapes! And skills, she notes, as she observes how the tall trees’ leaves are spread out to bathe in sunlight, while mushrooms get their food on the ground in the shade… Hazel and Ari join Elinor in looking for the soccer ball, and they get swept up in Elinor’s excited observations about how plants and animals here in the forest make up a team too, just like they do in soccer! They may look different, and do different things, but together they help make the forest strong! From the bees they see pollinating flowers, to the trees providing homes for insects, everything in the forest helps something else, and they get the help they need in return. Kinda like how you’ve been helping us find the best positions to play in soccer, replies Ari, as the trio find the ball and return to the soccer pitch. Elinor hadn’t realized that… all she was doing was watching how all her friends were playing. And that’s what you’re great at, Hazel says! Observing and noticing things! Elinor smiles. This gives her an idea!...

A short while later, we see the kids playing a game of soccer on the pitch, with Elinor’s friends in the positions Elinor helped guide them into earlier. Elinor herself is on the sidelines with Ms. Mole, clipboard in hand, making more observations about how the teammates are playing. Ms. Mole is delighted that Elinor found her best soccer skill to be her eyes – because every team needs coaches, and Assistant Coach Elinor is helping her team a lot! Elinor beams with pride. 

