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Elinor’s Question: Why do lizards sit in the sun? 
Logline: The kids learn that lizards use the sun to warm themselves
Curriculum Goals:
LS3. Understand that all animals need food in order to live and grow, that they get their food from plants or from other animals, and that plants and animals need water and light to live and grow: Elinor will observe that the lizard needs sunshine. 
ND4. (RTL Crosscutting concept ‘Flows, Cycles, and Conservation’): Appreciate the
way that elements in the natural world change, interact and are re-used, and how we can
organize our designed world to better fit and care for the environment. Elinor will rearrange the rocks and other natural things in the park to create the Lizard Lounge.	Comment by Anne Lund: Right now, it seems like Elinor is organizing the natural world and not the designed world.  Do we feel like this really fits a ND goal?  I’m not seeing this really come through strongly enough to keep it.
SEP: TBD at Outline.

Elinor and her mom and her friends are on a walk in the forest. It’s a sunny day and Ari complains that it’s very hot. He spots a bush and squeezes himself under it to get some shade. They continue on and spot Mrs. Beaver, who is in the middle of a construction project for a new park bench. Ari says it sounds like a great idea, if they make it a shaded bench. Unfortunately, though, all construction has come to a halt, as there are two lizards sitting on a rock right where the bench is supposed to be built. The lizards won’t budge, and they can’t shoo them away. The lizards eventually leave at the end of the day, but they come right back each morning. Mrs. Beaver is afraid they’ll have to cancel the whole project.	Comment by Anne Lund: It will have to be clear that there is a reason the bench must be built right in this spot.  Are the rocks the supports for the bench?  Why can’t the bench move location?
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Elinor wonders why the lizards are just sitting on the rock in the sun. Elinor’s mom suggests that if they knew why, maybe they could figure out a way to get them to move to a different rock. The kids come up with different ideas for why the lizards might be sitting on the rock.  Are they enjoying the view? Are they playing some very slow game? Hazel looks up lizards on her nature book, and we learn some basic facts about lizards, including the fact that they can’t get warm by themselves.  Ari says he doesn’t understand why they would want to sit there, because it’s tooso hot! He looks for some shade, which makes Elinor hypothesizes that maybe the lizards are just trying to get warm.  That would explain why they move at the end of the day when the sun is gone.	Comment by Natalie Engel: Further to Anne’s note below, this feels like a natural place for Ari to express amazement that the lizards are CHOOSING to be out in the sun! Aren’t they hot?!	Comment by Natalie Engel: Can we establish that there’s another rock nearby that would be helpful for the lizards to move to – so that the last beat doesn’t feel so much like they’re displacing the lizards, as much as encouraging to move somewhere equally attractive (but less in the way of Mrs. Beaver’s needs).	Comment by Anne Lund: Is there someone who has observed that the lizards are not on the rocks on cloudy days?  Would be good that we get some more observations to support their ideas and that could be validated by Hazel’s book.	Comment by Anne Lund: Maybe Ari should say this before they learn about the fact that they can’t get warm by themselves?	Comment by Anne Lund: And why they aren’t there on cloudy days?

Elinor devises a plan: if they can shade the rock, maybe the lizards will want to move to a different rock. They find a different rock and move some branches to make it sunny, and then Ari hovers over the lizards (working up quite a sweat). Soon, the lizards decide to move to the other rock, and everyone cheers.  Now the lizards can get warm, and Mrs. Beaver can finish the project. As Mrs. Beaver resumes her work, a tired Ari plops down in a different rock in the shade and wishes he was cool like the lizards, in more ways than one!
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