ELINOR’S TOWN
The House that Ants Built
PREMISE – V01 – November 15, 2018

Elinor’s Question: How do ants work together to build an anthill?
Logline: Elinor, Hazel, and Ari disagree about the best way to build a couch cushion castle.
Curriculum Goals:
· SEP1 – Asking questions.
· Begin to understand that animals and plants depend on other living things and nonliving things in the environment to meet some of their needs (LS5).
· Understand that structures and materials in the natural world can be used or can inspire the engineering of structures with similar function in the designed world (ND3).

Open on Elinor staring out her living room window at a line of ants carrying twigs, leaf bits, and dirt to build a nest. She’s completely engrossed and happily narrating the ants’ thoughts aloud to no one in particular: “Stay in line, everyone!” “This leaf is too heavy for me!” “I’ll help you carry it!” She’s so absorbed in the ants that she doesn’t notice Hazel and Ari enter the room behind her, each carrying a stack of pillows and cushions. They’ve gathered all of the building materials in Elinor’s house to make an awesome couch cushion castle! (Elinor was supposed to be collecting the cushions in the living room but got distracted by the ants.)

Excited and bouncing on couch cushions, they each describe their ideal structure, with sketches of plans appearing in thought bubbles: Elinor wants three slides (one going down, one for climbing up, and one more leading nowhere just for show) and a great view of the window so she can keep watching the ants (location, location, location!). Ari envisions an awesome cave with a drawbridge, a racetrack, and a juice fountain. Hazel has planned a sensible split-level ranch with three bedrooms, two bathrooms, and a massive library. “Let’s start building!” says Elinor.

But as they build their separate castles, the stack of cushions is quickly depleted, and none of them has enough to finish their structure. Ari stands up a cushion for a wall, turns around to grab another, then finds that Hazel has taken his wall—but only before Elinor grabs it to build her slide. With the kids using each other’s cushions, it’s clear that none of them will get to build their castle. And no one can use the biggest pillow because none of them can carry it! To make matters worse, Elinor starts acting slightly bossy in an attempt to control the process, but no one wants to listen. Things devolve into a brief (fun) pillow fight that knocks down all three structures.

Discouraged, Elinor stares out the window at the ants. “There are so many of you,” she says. “Where are you all going in such a hurry?” Just then the ant she’s watching disappears around the corner of the house, so she runs out the door and follows it, giggling. Ari and Hazel shrug and follow her.

To their astonishment, they see that the ants Elinor has been observing are just a few of a long, long line of ants. Fascinated, the kids follow the ants to their nest, which amazes them with its size and complexity. Hazel remembers reading in a book that the nest is even cooler underground, with lots of little rooms and chambers and tunnels for all of the ants!

If hundreds of ants can all work together to build a home, Elinor wonders, why can’t the three of us work together to build our castle? “Look at that!” shouts Ari, and the kids run to a point in the line where an ant appears to be carrying a giant leaf. Maybe, he suggests, the ants are super strong! But as the leaf rotates a bit, the kids notice several ants all moving the leaf together. Sure, they’re super strong, but it takes more than that to move a leaf—it takes teamwork, and no single ant is in charge.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Having learned that they need to work together and compromise to make a space they can all share, the kids return inside to build a castle with a few of each of their preferred elements. They even work together to move the biggest pillow that none of them could use previously. Now they have enough cushions to make the castle, and they can all fit inside. The kids play happily in their new castle.
