ELINOR’S TOWN
“Stop the Squish”
PREMISE – V2 – Dec. 19, 2018

Elinor’s Question: How do plants and animals protect themselves? 
Logline: Elinor worries that the cupcake Ari is bringing for Joe Mouse’s birthday will get squished, so she comes up with a nature-inspired way to protect it. 	Comment by Kevin Micallef: This needs to read ‘Hazel’ since she’s the one bringing the cupcake to the party – not Ari
Curriculum Goals:
· SEP – To be determined at outline.
· LS2 - Understand that animals have different body parts that are used in different ways to meet their needs, and that plants have different parts that help them survive and grow. Elinor observes the tough skin and shells of animals and plants that protect them.
· ND3. Understand that structures and materials in the natural world can be used or can inspire the engineering of structures with similar function in the designed world. Elinor and her friends make a cupcake carrier out of a coconut!

One day, Elinor, Ari and Hazel tag along as Ranger Rabbit inspects the trails. Elinor challenges her friends to a race to the picnic area, but as they run, they literally cross paths with grumpy deputy ranger Joe Mouse, making him drop an armful of branches! They apologize, but Joe is more cross than usual. Over lunch, Ranger Rabbit says Joe may be extra grumpy because of his birthday tomorrow. “He probably thinks we forgot, but we are having a little surprise party for him.” This gets Hazel’s attention; she and her Mom just baked some cupcakes she has one in her lunch. “I’ll bring another one for Joe tomorrow!” she says as she starts to unpack her lunch from her VERY full backpack.  Uh-oh, Hazel Pulls out one VERY squished sandwich, then a flat banana, yuck!  But miracle of miracles the cupcake has survived! Just then, Joe reappears, and Hazel comically hides the cupcake – under her backpack. After Joe leaves, they inspect the squished treat. Elinor warns Hazel that cupcakes are very squishable. “Are you sure you can get it to the party in one piece?” Hazel says she thinks she can, “As long as you avoid your backpack!” adds Ari, as he picks up the flat banana – it’s a squish-machine!	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Show passage of time – to Lunch – Where does this take place? The picnic area the kids were racing to?	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Hazel should probably call him Mr.Mouse or Deputy Joe – and not by his first name	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Could have a comical moment with Joe’s topic of conversation – maybe he sarcastically comments on the fact that ‘they’re friends enjoying lunch together – for no special occasion. How nice that must be’ – as he leaves, Ranger rabbit can smile as the kids have a giggle in seeing how Joe is reacting to thinking everyone has forgotten his birthday

Later, heading home, the kids brainstorm ways for Hazel to keep Joe’s cupcake safe. As they pass a playing field - “Heads up!” - they duck to avoid a flying volleyball. It misses them, but it does bounce onto an unsuspecting TURTLE. “Oh no!”  Elinor rushes over, worried - but the turtle strolls away, unhurt. “That’s SOOO interesting! How did he protect himself?” Elinor gets out her magnifying glass for a closer look and discovers that the turtle has a hard outer shell. Just then, Rowdy (a rhino) and Lola (an armadillo) arrive to claim their ball. “Sorry!” Rowdy was throwing the ball at Lola, but he missed. Elinor is surprised, but Lola laughs and says they’re playing dodgeball. It’s part of the game!  Anyway, she has built-in armour, so it doesn’t hurt. As for Rowdy – he shows off with the ball to show that his skin is very tough. Neat! Elinor wonders if anything else in nature can protect itself like that? “We need more observations!” 	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Shows off his skin – curious as to what actions we will have him do? Does she throw the ball at him? 
Elinor should connect that they’re like the hard turtlr shell

This launches a SONG MOMENT as Elinor, Ari and Hazel notice various things in nature that have an outer shell. Eggs in a nest, snails, beetles… nature has lots of ways to protect its squishable creatures! As the song wraps up, they stop for a drink at Mrs. Gorilla’s sidewalk cart. She offers them fresh coconut water, and Elinor realizes that even some plants, like coconuts, have tough outsides, to protect what’s inside. Suddenly Elinor has a flash of inspiration! She knows exactly how to keep Hazel’s cupcake from getting squished… 	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Nice addition that some plants also have protection 

The next day. A party has been set up, for Joe Mouse. Elinor and her Mom, Hazel, Gee Raffe and others are already there, snacking on fruit as they wait for Joe. (Ari is munching a banana) But where is Hazel? Suddenly, she races in, carrying a coconut. “I’m here! Am I late?” No, she’s just in time, because here comes Joe Mouse! At first, Joe is grumpy that they planned a surprise party without telling him. But Hazel has something to cheer him up… Hazel starts towards Joe with the coconut, but she slips on Ari’s banana and drops the coconut, which rolls like a bowling ball to Joe’s feet! Joe picks it up and opens it to reveal – a perfectly intact cupcake. The coconut was a cupcake carrier!  The gruff deputy is touched. He loves cupcake! “And how did you know about my coconut collection?” Everyone laughs. Aside to Elinor, Ari says they’d better get another coconut. “I think I need to make a banana carrier!”	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Where does this take place?	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Do we need to have him still grumpy? Is this a character trait of his – to be a cranky? Otherwise, he should be touched and excited that they threw him a surprise party, especially since Ranger Rabbit was super excited about planning this for him. He could say that his day cant get any better – then the coconut rolls in and the cupcake is revealed ‘oh Yes it can!!!’ 	Comment by Kevin Micallef: If the coconut falls and rolls along the ground – how does it not open up? The coconut isn’t sealed shut. Unless it falls and rolls towards him then opens up – revealing the cupcake – he bends down to pick it up.	Comment by Kevin Micallef: I don’t think this gag is working for our ending. We need something stronger – Is there a reason for the banana to be on the ground? 

Sara Sweetman Notes:

I like that Elinor works through solving the challenge of keeping the cupcake safe for herself. As this gets expanded on I would clearly state the problem. It could be interesting if she has 3 cupcakes and tries two of her ideas that doesn’t work then with only one cupcake left she finds a solution that dies work.  This is an opportunity to engage in the design cycle. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]We want to teach kids that observation includes more then looking with our eyes. It includes investigating with all our senses. So when Elinor notices the turtle shell she should do so by feeling and describing when she feels.   

