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Elinor’s Question: Why do things have to smell bad?
Logline: The park has a new playground, but Elinor, Ari, and Hazel can’t enjoy it because of multiple bad odors coming from the park that bother Hazel, who has a strong sense of smell.
Curriculum Goals:
· SEP – To be determined at outline.
· Understand that all animals and plants have a life cycle, can reproduce, and change and grow over time: (LS4).
· Begin to understand that systems developed in our world often work in similar ways to systems found in the natural world. (ND2).

The park has a new playground, and Elinor, Hazel, and Ari can’t wait to try it out! On route, they pass Hugo the Horse, an athlete who likes long distance galloping, and they exchange greetings. When the kids arrive at the park, Hazel sniffs the air. Ugh! She wants to go home! Ari doesn’t smell anything. Elinor notices something… it smells a little…apple-y. Exactly, Hazel says, pointing to the crab apples scattered all over the grass. When crab apples go rotten, they smell super sweet, but in a bad way! Her trunk is very sensitive to smells, and she can’t spend time in a place that smells bad to her! This causes a bit of friction, as Ari wants to stay, since bats don’t have a great sense of smell, so it doesn’t bother him at all. Elinor doesn’t want Hazel to feel left out though, so she persuades Ari that they should all go and try again some other time. On their way back, Elinor she spots Hugo the horse returning from his run and she gets an idea! Elinor stops Hugo and asks him: horses eat apples, right? Even rotten ones? We sure do, says Hugo. Elinor asks Hugo if he can eat the apples in the park so there won’t be any on the grass to bother Hazel with their smell. Hugo says sure and to come back later after he’s eaten them all!

Later, the kids return to the park, and the apples and their rotten apple smell are all gone. Yay! They race to the playground, but Hazel stops again. Ugh, now she smells something even worse! Elinor pinpoints the source: the garbage can. All the cans in the park all full of trash! Must be from the festival in the park yesterday, Elinor realizes. The only reason Hazel didn’t notice the garbage smell, is because the rotten apple smell was stronger. Hazel groans: why does there have to be bad smells anyway?! It’s like they’re there just to make her miserable! And now she might never get to use the new playground because of it! Hazel just wants to go, feeling she’s ruined her friends’ afternoon. The trio leave and Hazel returns home while Ari joins Elinor at her house.

Elinor really wants to help Hazel. Maybe if they learned why bad smells are bad, Elinor could make the bad smells good somehow so they don’t bother Hazel anymore. Ari’s eager to help come up with a solution so they can all use the playground already. Elinor talks to her Mom and Dad, who are both gardening. They smell something bad out here too: Yeeuuuck! What is it? Multiple things: food scraps to go into the composter, and some skunk cabbages Mom’s gotten to plant at the back of the yard. As Elinor and Ari inquire as to why some things have to smell bad, Mom guides the discussion so the kids observe and deduce. Which food would you rather eat, Mom asks - food that smells good, or bad? Good, Elinor says, because a lot of times, food that smells bad has gone rotten. Which is kind of like a smell alarm, Elinor realizes - if you eat this you might get sick! And bad smelling-flowers like the skunk cabbage, Elinor observes, draw a lot of insects to pollinate them, just like good-smelling flowers do. So bad smells do serve a purpose, she realizes. If only there was some way they could make the bad smells in the park good so they don’t bother Hazel anymore... 

Mom and Dad bring Elinor and Ari inside, and ask them how they change the smell of things inside their home? Elinor spots a bowl of potpourri, and some natural cleaning products like baking soda and vinegar. Even their air purifier helps with bad smells! But none of these are options to use in the park with the overflowing garbage cans. Seeing the garbage bag in her own house needing to be taken out, Elinor does so. It prompts Elinor to then ask Mom, who looks after the town’s parks as part of her job, if the park’s garbage cans could be emptied soon. Of course, Mom says. Usually they’re emptied every other week, but with the festival that just happened, and all the garbage that resulted, she’ll make sure the cans are emptied by tomorrow morning. Elinor and Ari are delighted! Wait’ll Hazel finds out!

The next day, Elinor and Ari lead Hazel to the park, which Hazel has only joined them on the trip for the walk, she’s not going to play on that stinky playground. But to Hazel’s surprise… she doesn’t smell anything! No crab apples. No heaping garbage cans. No bad smells at all! It smells… like a clean, beautiful park! Hazel hugs Elinor and Ari, who are happy to have helped, and even happier to see their friend happy again. Now let’s play on it already, bellows Ari, jittery with long-building anticipation! Together, the friends revel in playing on the new playground. 









