ELINOR’S TOWN
One of These Goats is Not Like the Other
REVISED Premise 
January 11, 2019

Curriculum Goals:
· SEP – To be determined at outline.
· Understand that individuals can be similar or different.  (LS6).
· Understand that modes of life in the natural world have patterns. (ND1). 	Comment by Anne Lund: To be a natural design goal, we would need to draw a parallel to a similar patter in the human designed world.  Also, I’m not sure the concept of patterns is coming through throughout the story.

SYNOPSIS:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Elinor, Hazel, Ari are very excited. Today is the day Ms. Mole is away on a professional development day and they’re going to have a substitute teacher. They get to the classroom and introduce themselves to Mr. Hamster who is doing his best to remember the names of all the kids. He gets into trouble though, when the Goat Twins arrive. They look exactly alike. Mr. Hamster wants to be polite and call them by their proper names, but he’s flummoxed. Elinor (whose name Mr. Hamster learns very quickly!) tries to be helpful and points out that Mary always wears a green dress and Liv always wears a blue dress. But when they get their coats off we see that today both goat twins are wearing blue! Uh-oh! Elinor has to come up with some other way to help Mr. Hamster tell Liv and Mary apart.

She, Hazel and Ari work together to see if they can figure it out, but they keep finding twin attributes that are identical. Elinor is convinced there must be some way to tell them apart. Outside at playtime, Ari and Hazel are puzzling with Elinor when they notice two nice big cardinals perched on a branch, how pretty!  The birds look identical, but when the kids look closer, Elinor notices that one has a much bigger tail than the other.  Oooh.  We need MORE observations!! Then they come across two lizards sunning themselves on a rock, again they look identical at first glance, but closer inspection reveals that the patterns on their backs are slightly different.  Creatures may look the same at first but when you look more closely you can see small differences. How iiinteresting! 

Elinor and her friends decide to look at the twins more closely and see if they can spot any small differences. Hazel creates a chart with a drawing of Mary (in green) and Liv (in blue) at the top. They watch Mary and Liv play, and notice they both have barrettes in their hair, but one barrette is much smaller than the other, and it’s on Mary! (They know when her sister calls her by name). So they look more closely and see that the patterns on their hoof are slightly different. Ooooh.  Now that they know which Goat is which they notice even MORE differences– Mary likes lettuce on her sandwiches, Liv likes pickles, Mary likes to skip, Liv prefers the hula hoop, Mary will often break out into spontaneous song, while Liv plays percussion with her hooves. Soon they have a list table of all kinds of differences between Mary and Liv – they may be twins but they’re not identical at all! And Mr. Hamster is delighted to have a variety of ways to tell Liv and Mary apart.	Comment by Anne Lund: I think this is a table.	Comment by Anne Lund: As identical twins, would this be possible? And this is the only thing that is related to them physically – the other differences are more behavioural in nature and are preferences versus physical characteristics that they don’t choose.

