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Elinor’s Question: How do you communicate if you can’t talk? 

Logline: Elinor needs to communicate with her friends but she’s lost her voice. 
Curriculum Goals:
· SEP – To be determined at outline.
· There are many different kinds of living things  (LS8).
· Systems  (ND2).


Synopsis: Elinor and Ari are heading to school, by way of Hazel’s house. They’re very excited because the three of them are doing a big presentation to the class today: “The Wonders of Nature”. Each of them has memorized their own parts, but Elinor and Ari agree that Hazel has the biggest part because she loves books and got all kinds of information from the books she read on the subject.

They get to Hazel’s house and Hazel comes to the door looking unhappy. But she won’t tell them what’s wrong. Then Hazel’s father comes to the door and explains that Hazel worked so hard practicing her speech for today’s presentation that she lost her voice!
Elinor and Ari don’t know what to do. They don’t want Hazel to feel bad, but they don’t know how they’re going to do their presentation without her!

Just then Elinor notices a bee making its way out of a colourful flower in garden, which is full of the same kind of flower. Then it buzzes off in a very determined kind of way. Being Elinor, she can’t help but follow it. Ari and Hazel follow Elinor.  They watch as the bee flies right into a hive. Then a moment later, a bunch of bees come out of the hive and they all fly back to the garden with the colourful flowers. They all dive into the flowers and start getting at the nectar. “That’s so interesting!” says Elinor. “How did the bees know to go to those flowers?” Ari says “I don’t know.” Hazel just shrugs. Elinor watches the one bee do a little dance, and then fly off. The other bees follow again. Elinor thinks maybe the bee’s dance had something to do with how they knew where to fly.

They return to the matter at hand: How are they going to do their presentation if Hazel can’t use her voice? As they’re walking, a dog comes up to them. They don’t know the dog, and they’re not sure if they should pet it. But Ari notices that the dog is wagging its tail, and that means he’s happy. So they pat the happy dog and it joins them on their way to school, as Elinor and Ari try to figure out how they’re going to do their presentation. Hazel just nods and sighs.

[bookmark: _GoBack] Then they meet up with a cat and when the cat sees the dog, it arches its back and hisses. Ari knows that means the cat is scared of the dog and so they decide to veer around the cat so they don’t upset it. The cat moves off, and they notice that birds squawk and fly away, which means they’re afraid of the cat. Elinor is noticing all of this, and finally it results in her big idea: They can use motions and expressions and whistles and all kinds of other things to tell their story – just like animals do in nature!

We finish with Elinor, Ari and Hazel making their presentation on The Wonders of Nature, with Elinor explaining that Hazel will tell her part of the story with actions and expressions, and the kinds all have a great time figuring out what Hazel’s saying. Elinor thinks it ended up being a way better presentation than they would have made if they could all talk – and Ms. Mole agrees!

