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Elinor’s Question: How can we hide so that we’re harder to find? 
Logline: With their keen eyesight, the goat twins are too good at hide and go seek, so Elinor and her friends have to figure out a better way to hide. 
Curriculum Goals:
SEP1. Asking questions and defining problems.
SEP3. Planning and carrying out investigations.
SEP4. Analyzing and interpreting data.
LS2.  Understand that animals have different body parts that are used in different ways to meet their needs – Animals have different shapes, patters and colors to help them blend in with their surroundings and “hide”.

1.  EXT. SCHOOL YARD – DAY

PAN across the schoolyard as kids run to find hiding spots as counting can be heard off-screen. SILAS hides himself behind a log, CAMILLA behind the corner of the school, TITO in a large knot in a tree, etc. The pan resolves on the goat twins, OLIVIA and SOPHIA, who continue counting, facing the door to the classroom. They trade off with every number. Sophia: “One…”, Olivia: “Two…”, Sophia: “Three…”, etc. ELINOR, HAZEL and ARI stand near and look frantically left and right for somewhere to hide. Elinor: “We need to find hiding spots!” Hazel: “And fast! The twins are almost done counting!” Ari: “Less talking, more hiding! C’mon!” The friends run off to find somewhere to hide.

Hazel tries to hide herself behind a tree so narrow that no student could hide behind it; it’s as thin as a rake. Elinor ducks behind a bush, but her white ears stick out above it and give her away to the audience. Ari ducks under the fort, but is clearly visibly beside the bright red slide. 

The goats finish counting and start searching. In short time, they find Hazel, Elinor and Ari before any other students. Hazel: “Well, at least my trunk was hidden!” Elinor: “How did you find us so fast?”  Olivia: “Our eyes aren’t just good looking, you know.” Sophia: “Ya, they’re also really good at looking!” Olivia: “We can see in almost all directions at once.” Sophia: “Which makes us really good at hide-and-seek!” To prove their point, Sophia and Olivia call out TITO and KAI’S hiding spots from where they stand. Sophia: “Tito, we see you in that tree!” Olivia: “Kai, you’re hiding behind Ms. Mole!” Tito and Kai step out from their hiding spots, flabbergasted. The goat twins bound off to find the other students, leaving Elinor and her friends in awe. 

Hazel, Elinor and Ari share their amazement at the goats’ eyesight and hide-and-seek prowess. Hazel: “The goats have such good eyesight, they’re finding everyone really quickly!” Elinor: “We’re going to need to figure out a way to hide that makes us much harder to find.” Ari: “We’d better figure it out quickly, the goats have found everybody already!” 

Sure enough, the goats proudly bound back towards them with the rest of the class in tow. The entire class is astounded at how good the goat twins are at hide-and-seek. Olivia and Sophia are not too modest about their keen eyesight. Seeing something in the distance, Olivia calls out: “Don’t eat that, Ms. Mole!” Sophia: “That’s a stick, not a carrot!” The kids all look over at Ms. Mole, sitting on a far side of the yard, about to eat a stick. She thanks the goat twins and swaps the stick for a carrot. Ari, squinting to see Ms. Mole in the distance: “Wow, the twins really can see everything!” The students unanimously agree they want to try to stump the goats, and Sophia and Olivia are happy to oblige. The twins start counting again as the kids scatter to hide.

Elinor hides behind a grey rock, Ari in some white lotus flowers, and Hazel behind a green and brown tree. The goats finish their count and quickly find the three of them. Elinor: “Again?!” Sophia: “I could spot those bright white ears of yours from all the way across the park.” Olivia: “I could probably see them with my eyes closed!” Elinor looks up at her ears and drops them to the side. The goats bound off to find the rest of the class as Ari and Hazel join Elinor by her rock. Elinor: “I thought our hiding spots were much better this time, but they still found us super-fast!” 

Elinor crosses her arms on top of the rock and rests her head in her hand, thinking. Suddenly, one of three leaves resting on the rock in front of her starts hopping. She looks down just as the “leaf” stops moving. Elinor: “Did you see that? I think this leaf hopped!” Hazel: “That’s impossible! Everyone knows leaves can’t hop!” Ari: “Ya! I’ve seen them drift, sway and float, but never hop before!” Elinor: “Let’s take a closer look!” The three friends lean in to better examine the leaves.

SCIENCE MOMENT CU: On the three “leaves”, one of them looks slightly different from the other two. Sure enough, it starts hopping along the rock, much to the surprise of Elinor! Elinor: “Look! It has legs and antennae! It’s not a leaf, it’s an insect that looks like a leaf!” The insect stops next to another leaf and Ari points how they’re almost the same shape and color!

Ms. Mole approaches and looks over the kids’ shoulders. She identifies the insect as a katydid, a kind of grasshopper: “Because it has the same shape and color as the leaves, the katydid is able to camouflage itself in its surroundings.” Elinor: “That’s so interesting!” She deduces that “camouflage” must mean to blend in by looking similar to the background. Ms. Mole confirms Elinor’s assumption. Much to Elinor’s delight, the insect hops a few more times before fluttering off.

Elinor is fascinated that the katydid was hiding right under her nose and she didn’t see it. She wonders if there are other animals nearby that are also camouflaged: “We need more observations!” The friends start searching. 

As they explore around the rock, Hazel is drawn to a pile of fallen twigs, leaves, and other forest mulch. As she examines it, the pile seems to shift! She looks even closer and… nothing happens. She starts to turn away when the pile shifts again! Hazel: “Ok, this time I know I saw it move!” She extends her trunk and starts to sniff the pile when a brown toad hops out of it and startles her! Hazel squeals and Ari and Elinor run over. Elinor: “Did you find something?” Hazel: “Ya! Something brown and… jumpy!” The kids search the ground around the pile and soon Hazel spots the toad: “Here it is! This tricky toad was hidden in that pile of sticks and leaves!” the kids lean in for a closer look.

SCIENCE MOMENT CU: The kids examine the brown toad resting next to the pile of forest mulch. Ari: “His color matches the brown and black of the pile!” Elinor: “And look at the pattern on his back… it makes him look like a stick!” Hazel: “Even when I was looking right at it, I couldn’t see it!” Elinor: “How interesting! Is anything else around here hiding from us?”

The kids begin searching again when they hear a “Hoooo! Hoooo!” from above them. Ari: “Whooooo’s that?” The kids scan the canopy above them, but can’t see anything, though the hooting continues. Elinor: “Ari, think you can get up there for a closer look?” Ari is happy to oblige and takes flight, searching the trees for the source of the noise. When he doesn’t find anything, he lands on a branch right next to an unseen owl – its grey and white coloring blending it in perfectly with the surrounding birch tree.

Ari: “I can’t see anything hooing up here!” Owl: “Hoooo!” Ari: “Who? Me! I can’t see anything.” Owl: “Hoooo!” Ari turns and ends up face-to-face with the owl. Ari: “Oh! Did you hooo?” Owl: “Hoooo!” The owl flutters off the high branch and onto a lower one where Hazel and Elinor can easily see him. Elinor: “There’s the mystery hooo-er! We couldn’t see you up there!” Hazel: “This owl’s camouflage is excellent!” Ari flies down next to the owl: “I couldn’t even see him when I was standing right next to him!” Owl: “Hoooo!” Ari: “Who? You!” Elinor giggles: “The owl’s color and shape made it blend in with the tree to hide it.” The owl gives a final “Hoooo!” and takes flight.

Elinor: “Okay. The katydid was camouflaged because its green color and shape made it look like the leaves beside it.” Hazel: “And the toad was camouflaged because its brown color and pattern made it look like the forest floor.” Ari: “And the owl was almost invisible because its grey and white feathers made it blend in perfectly with the tree!” Elinor: “That’s it! If we use our colors and shapes, we might be able to hide from the goat twins! Hazel, if you hide behind those grey rocks, your grey skin should camouflage with the color!” Hazel looks over at the rocks and nods. Ari: “And Elinor, your white ears looks like the petals of those flowers, you could hide there!” Elinor looks at the white flowers and gives her ears a wiggle. Hazel: “Ari, your brown fur and green shirt are the same color as that tree. You could hide there!” Ari looks at the tree, then down at his green shirt, and agrees. Elinor: “Great plan everybody!” Hazel: “And just in time! Here come Sophia and Olivia!”

The goat twins once again proudly bound into frame with the students in tow. The kids agree that the goats are too good at hide-and-seek: “There’s no way to beat them!” Elinor shares a proud look with her friends: “We think we might know how! Let’s try again!” Sophia: “We can count again if you insist.” Olivia: “We don’t mind winning over and over!” 

The goat twins start counting and again the kids scatter to find hiding spots. Elinor, Ari and Hazel sing their “Hiding Song” as they rush to their spots.


Hiding Song:

If you need a hiding spot,
Try to use the things you’ve got, 
Use your color, shape, or size,
Hide yourself from searching eyes!

If your skin is rough and grey, 
By a rock is where you’ll stay! 

True to plan, Hazel hides by the large grey rock, spreading her grey ears over it to blend in with her surroundings.

Or if you are green and brown, 
See if there’s a tree around! 

Ari hides in the green and brown tree, blending his colors in with the foliage.

If your ears are straight and white, 
Flowers can hide you from sight!

Elinor crouches beside the white lotus blossoms, sticking out her ears to blend in with the petals of the flower.

If you need a hiding spot,
Try to use the things you’ve got,
Then when someone tries to seek,
They’ll be searching for a week!

Sure enough, the kids are well camouflaged. As the goats search, they walk right past, beside, and under their hiding spots. They find the other classmates, but can’t find Elinor and her friends. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]As the twins struggle, the classmates offer to join the search, and the twins reluctantly accept. Even Ms. Mole offers to help, though with her poor eyesight, she mistakes her own reflection in the class window for Elinor, much to students delight. Eventually, the goat twins give up: “Olly Olly Oxen Free!” Elinor, Hazel, and Ari come out from their hiding spots, much to the goats’ surprise. Elinor shows the class how she and her friends used camouflage to blend in with their surroundings, making them much harder to find. The class is delighted and wants to play again, eager to discover hiding places where they might camouflage themselves! Elinor offers to count. As she does, the twins wonder aloud “what around here looks the most like two goats?”   THE END
