[bookmark: _GoBack]ELINOR’S TOWN
Drag Race	Comment by Natalie Engel: This did make me laugh, but… let’s treat this as a working title.  We’ll need to find something else for final.
PREMISE – V04 – January 10, 2018

Elinor’s Question: How can she get her wagon to move faster?
Logline: When Elinor wants her wagon to move faster, she changes its shape with a little inspiration from aerodynamic animals.
Curriculum Goals:
· Begin to understand that animals and plants depend on other living things and nonliving things in the environment to meet some of their needs (LS5).
· Understand that structures and materials in the natural world can be used or can inspire the engineering of structures with similar function in the designed world (ND3).
· SEP – to be determined at Outline.

Elinor, Hazel, and Ari are having fun racing down a hill in Elinor’s red wagon. (It’s not a steep or dangerous hill, and Elinor wears a safety helmet) when Camilla Dromedary shows up with HER wagon.  It’s been tricked out (a little like a soap-box racer) and Camilla says not only does it look fast, it IS fast. So she and Elinor decide to race.  Off they go!  Wow! Elinor and her friends are amazed— Camilla’s wagon is much faster than Elinor’s!  Elinor and her friends vow to make Elinor’s wagon just as fast. 	Comment by Natalie Engel: Another show just pitched a story about racing soapbox cars, so we put together a few safety guidelines to follow:
Please have helmets on all the characters who are racing
Please work in some adult supervision/permission if possible
Please keep racing non-violent and friendly
Make sure no one is racing in the street or alongside traffic (that’s probably not a problem in Animal Town!)	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Camilla will also be in a helmet


But WHY is Camilla’s wagon so much faster? Elinor, Hazel, and Ari observe the two wagons closely and list similarities and differences between them. They both have the same wheels and roll down the same hill, but they are different colours. So, Elinor changes the colour of her wagon to match Camilla’s but that doesn’t work. Then they notice Camilla’s wagon has a racing stripe, so Elinor adds a fast-looking stripe to her wagon, but again, Elinor’s wagon is not as fast. Hmmm, what else can she change? Elinor is not sure, but she makes plans to meet Camilla later in the afternoon and heads home for lunch. 	Comment by Natalie Engel: This will get smoothed out in scripting, of course, but let’s make sure this central question and the question at the top of the script match.  Right now, she’s wondering two different things.	Comment by Kevin Micallef: This process of re-painting the wagon, racing again, then deciding to add a stripe and another race, takes ‘story’ time to play out. Plus we need to think about where did they get the paint supplies when they didn’t plan on making changes/adding to the wagon, so they wouldn’t have it there with them. Let make sure it’s logical as to how they’ve made these changes. And maybe we see them race the one time after painting it but after adding a stripe, we cut to after the race as she explains she lost again 

As Elinor, Ari and Hazel pull the wagon back to Elinor’s house through the forest, they spend some time observing nature (like they love to do).  Elinor spots a little fish, zipping through the water, and notices his shape – nice and pointy. Ari spots a bird, soaring through the sky, also pointy. Elinor’s eyes light up! Maybe they have to change the SHAPE of her wagon! Fish are pointy so they can zoom through the water, and birds are pointy so they can zoom through the air.  Maybe if her wagon was pointy it would zoom down the hill! After some work with cardboard, kid-scissors and tape, Elinor’s car has a pointy front like a bird’s beak. She and Camilla race down the hill one final time, and this time it’s a tie! Camilla is impressed. How did Elinor figure out how to change the shape of her car?make her car faster? Oh, she says, a little bird told me. 	Comment by Anne Lund: Want to check with Sara to make sure pointy seems like the right description.  Rounded might also be good – trying to get at the idea of a streamlined shape.  Or describing in relation to something fast like a race car or airplane.  And it’s often the front of the vehicle or animal that has the pointier shape, right?	Comment by Kevin Micallef: What’s Camilla’s wagon shaped like? I would assume it too is more aerodynamic which is why she’s faster – We have shown that these kids pay attention to detail and yet its odd that the kids don’t make that observation. I understand why we’d want to wait until they observe it in nature but it feels forced to make this work. 

	Comment by Kevin Micallef: This too seems a bit forced. To look at the fish, they should break it down a bit ie. It has a tail to make them swim, and fins. (maybe they say they cant add a tail to their wagon) .but then observe that its also pointy. The same with the bird – they observe that its fast as it flasps its wings (but they cant add wings to the wagon) and it too is a pointy shape. 	Comment by Anne Lund: I think this is really what Camilla would be wondering, right?	Comment by Kevin Micallef: It isn’t really about how she figured out ‘HOW’ to change the shape of her wagon. It was how she figured out that the shape makes her go faster.


Sara Sweetman Notes:
 I think the premise is great. Teaching primarily about a fair test and how to think about variables. Keeping with the simplicity of a streamline design is good. I would have the carts as similar as possible except for the nose and the colors (wheels, size....). I was thinking it might help to scaffold the kids thinking to have the bird they notice be a goose...gooses beak being pointy and then how they fly in a pointy formation. 
