ELINOR’S TOWN
Drag Race
PREMISE – V04 – January 10, 2018

Elinor’s Question: How can she get her wagon to move faster?
Logline: When Elinor wants her wagon to move faster, she changes its shape with a little inspiration from aerodynamic animals.
Curriculum Goals:
· Begin to understand that animals and plants depend on other living things and nonliving things in the environment to meet some of their needs (LS5).
· Understand that structures and materials in the natural world can be used or can inspire the engineering of structures with similar function in the designed world (ND3).
· SEP – to be determined at Outline.

Elinor, Hazel, and Ari are having fun racing down a hill in Elinor’s red wagon. (It’s not a steep or dangerous hill, and Elinor wears a safety helmet) when Camilla Dromedary shows up with HER wagon.  It’s been tricked out (a little like a soap-box racer) and Camilla says not only does it look fast, it IS fast. So she and Elinor decide to race.  Off they go!  Wow! Elinor and her friends are amazed— Camilla’s wagon is much faster than Elinor’s!  Elinor and her friends vow to make Elinor’s wagon just as fast. 

But WHY is Camilla’s wagon so much faster? Elinor, Hazel, and Ari observe the two wagons closely and list similarities and differences between them. They both have the same wheels and roll down the same hill, but they are different colours. So, Elinor changes the colour of her wagon to match Camilla’s but that doesn’t work. Then they notice Camilla’s wagon has a racing stripe, she so Elinor adds a fast-looking stripe to her wagon, but again, Elinor’s wagon is not as fast. Hmmm, what else can she change? Elinor is not sure, but she makes plans to meet Camilla later in the afternoon and heads home for lunch. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]As Elinor, Ari and Hazel pull the wagon back to Elinor’s house through the forest, they spend some time observing nature (like they love to do).  Elinor spots a little fish, zipping through the water, and notices his shape – nice and pointy. Ari spots a bird, soaring through the sky, also pointy. Elinor’s eyes light up! Maybe they have to change the SHAPE of her wagon! Fish are pointy so they can zoom through the water, and birds are pointy so they can zoom through the air.  Maybe if her wagon was pointy it would zoom down the hill! After some work with cardboard, kid-scissors and tape, Elinor’s car has a pointy front like a bird’s beak. She and Camilla race down the hill one final time, and this time it’s a tie! Camilla is impressed. How did Elinor figure out how to change the shape of her car? Oh, she says, a little bird told me. 
