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“A Fur Raising Tale”
PREMISE – V1 – Dave Dias – November 22, 2018

Elinor’s Question: Why do some animals shed their fur?
Logline: When Elinor sheds some fur, Hazel wonders if the story Ari’s reading, promising to ‘scare you out of your fur’ is to blame. After investigating further, Elinor discovers that it’s because she’s molting, a natural process of shedding fur that many animals do for various reasons.
Curriculum Goals:
· SEP – To be determined at outline.
· Understand that animals have different body parts that are used in different ways to 
meet their needs, and that plants have different parts that help them survive and grow: (LS2).
· Appreciate that events are connected to each other via cause and effect, and that similar links can be found in the natural and designed worlds: (ND5).

It’s a warm day, and Ms. Mole opens a window to help get some cooler air inside. The class are taking turns reading their favorite stories aloud. Ari can’t wait to read his: a scaaaary story called “The Big Roar Bears!” It’s about two bear siblings who love sneaking up behind each other and saying… well, he won’t ruin the surprise just yet! Trust him though, it’ll ‘make you jump out of your fur,’ he says! But after Camilla Dromedary finishes reading her story, Ms. Mole says they’ll have to leave the rest of the stories until tomorrow. Ari groans. Waiting isn’t his strong suit!

As the class begins another activity, Hazel sees that a clump of fur has come off Elinor. Hazel <gasps!> Ari’s ‘fur-raising’ story scared her out her fur, just like he said! Elinor keeps calm, saying that can’t be the reason -- she hasn’t even heard Ari’s story yet! But she is curious as to the real reason why she shed some fur... Hazel helps her investigate. They recall making a craft with glue earlier. Did Elinor get glue stuck to her fur? No, says Elinor, she only got some on her fingers, which she washed off right away. Hazel remembers they crawled through the ‘tunnel’ part of the playground earlier. Did she rub her fur on it when she passed through? Maybe some fur got left behind there too. At recess they go check. No fur there… and no answers yet.

School ends, and Elinor puts on her coat as Mom and Dad show up to take her home. On the walk back, Elinor goes to tell them about how she shed some fur today, taking off her coat again as she does because she’s getting warm. To Elinor’s shock, more fur has come off – eeek! Only this time, the fur clump’s kinda sweaty. Huh? Why did she shed more fur, and why is it sweaty? Mom and Dad ask Elinor some questions to help her come up with the answer (without giving it to her directly): Why did she take off your coat? And how did she take it off? Elinor tells them she took it off because she was getting warm. And she took it off by unzipping it so it was easier to pull off. This makes Elinor think… she took off her coat because it was warm outside… so is that why her body shed some fur? It is, confirms Mom! When they get home, Mom shows Elinor a photo of Elinor as a baby bunny, with a small clump of fur she had just shed. Elinor’s surprised to realize she’s shed fur many times before, she just hadn’t really noticed it until today. Mom tells her that many animals shed and grow new fur or skin. It’s a natural process called molting, and one of the reasons animals molt, is to help them cool down when it gets warm out. Elinor is amazed! So shedding old fur and growing new fur is one of the ways her body is growing, right? Like when she grows taller and needs a bigger coat, and her feet grow and she needs bigger shoes!

[bookmark: _Hlk530655731]The next day at school, we see the gleeful Ari finally getting to read “The Big Roar Bears” to his classmates, and delivering the surprise <big roar> at the end of the story! All the kids jump in surprise – they loved it! So does Ms. Mole, who starts rounding up supplies for their next assignment. While Ms. Mole is occupied, one of the Goat Twins notices that her sister’s lost some fur. Oh no -- is that because Ari’s story scared her out of her fur? When the sister sees that they’ve both lost some fur – aaaah! It did, it did scare them out of their fur! Elinor tries to calm them down, assuring them that isn’t the reason, that it’s because they’re molting due to the warm weather. But when the siblings see that Elinor’s just lost a new clump of fur herself… AAAAH! They tell the other kids that Ari’s story scared them out of their fur, and everyone should check their fur too, quick! A small, comedic panic erupts in the classroom as all the kids with fur frantically check their fur to see if it’s been scared off them! Ms. Mole lays out her supplies for the next assignment, and she’s puzzled as to why kids are checking their fur all of a sudden? Elinor asks her if she could give the class a quick lesson about molting, just so everyone knows they weren’t just scared out of their fur by Ari’s story. Ms. Mole chuckles: good idea, Elinor!

